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PREFACE. 



''Hermann and Dorothea" belongs, as it seems to me, 
to a aomewbat later stage of German study tban it is 
often assigned to in school and coUege courses. In 
preparing this edition I have assumed on the part of 
ihe Student not onlj a good knowledge of German 
grammar, but also a somewbat developed literary intel- 
ligence. Such an intelligence, I am persuaded, can be 
best emplojed« after the text is understood, in studying 
the genesis of the poem ; the aim being to enter, so far 
as may be, into the planning mind of the poet, in order 
to thmk bis tboughts over after him. This is better 
for young and old than any SBsthetic theorizing — at 
least such is the opinion which underlies my Litro- 
duction. 

I have, of course, profited by the labors of preceding 
editors and commentators, tiie editions of Duntzer, 
Wagner and Hart, in particular/haTing been frequently 
consulted in the final reyision of my Notes. All specific 
indebtedness I haye meant to acknowledge where it 
occurs. 

CALYIN THOMAS. 

Akn Abbob, Mich., January, 1891. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The poem of " Hermann and Dorothea," begun by 
Goethe in the autumn of 1796 and completed in June 
of the foUowing year, ranks not indeed among the 
most powerful, but certainly among the most charm- 
ing, of the poet's greater works. In substance it is a 
simple love-tale with a happy ending. Its eyents 
occupy but a half-a-day, and are of the homeliest 
description, save as they are somewhat transfigured 
by being brought into connection with the French 
Eevolution. The scene is the "little world " of a small 
provincial town, with the roar of the "great world" 
heard in the distance. The language is the language 
of every-day refined conyersation, much conyentional- 
ized by literary traditions and the constraints of the 
meter. The meter is the stately classical hexa- 
meter. 

The poem, being of such character, can be enjoyed— - 
and that is primarily what poems are for — ^with but 
little help in the way of introduction and commentary. 
It does not call for much reading between the lines. 
It was not "written in the heart's blood" at all, but 
was the product of a free and joyous artistic effort, 
which is evenly and perfectly sustained throughout. 
It was for this reason, no doubt, that among all his 
works "Hermann and Dorothea" was the only one 
which Gk)ethe could read with unalloyed pleasure in 

iü 
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his later years.*) It recalled to him no painful mem- 
ories of struggle and ferment, no outgrown phases of 
thougbt and feeling. It was a serene work of art, 
baving in it but little of the nature of a " confession," 
and as sucb it deligbted tbe aged loyer of serenity. 
We, in our time and place, may not sbare tbe poet's 
exclusiye f ondness, but we can at any rate find in bis 
poem mucb to admire and mucb to enjoy. 

And mucb to tbink about, too. For, it sbould be 
Said tbat " Hermann and Dorotbea " is not so " easy," 
as is often supposed. It calls f or study, and will reward 
study. It contains Goetbe's serious tbougbt on grave 
questions, and is, after all, pretty intimately related 
to bis personal opinions on at least one important 
subject — tbat of tbe Revolution. It represents, also, 
a new poetic type, wbicb can be comprebended only 
after some attention to its genesis and antecedents. 

Tbe quarry-stone from wbicb our poem was carved 
was furnisbed by a true story, or one purporting to be 
true, of an occurrence connected witb tbe expulsion 
of tbe Lutberans from Salzburg in 1731-32.f ) After 
tbe Peace of Westpbalia, wbicb concluded tbe Tbirty 
Years' War in 1648, tbe Protestants of Austria enjoyed 
f or some tbree-quarters of a Century comparative free- 
dom of worsbip. But wben, in 1727, Count Firmian 
became Arcbbisbop of Salzburg, be at once set about 
extirpating tbe Lutberan beresy from bis dominions. 
In consequence of bis fanatical zeal many tbousands 
of bis Protestant subjects were driven from tbeir 
country to find new bomes elsewbere — ^tbe most of 

*) Eckermann's "Grespräche mit Goethe," I., 135. 
f ) A vivid account of the Salzburg emigration will be foTind in 
Garlyle's Frederick the Great, Book ix., Chap. 3. 
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them in lands offered them by Friedrieb Wilbelm L 
of Prussia. In different bands and by different routes 
the emigrants wandered nortbward, abundantly helped 
and cheered on their way by Protestant sympathizers. 
The affair naturally made a great stir in its day, and 
ehronicles relating to it began to appear as early as 
1732. Among these was a pamphlet entitled ''Das 
liebthätige Gera gegen die Salzburgischen Emi- 
granten," in which occurs the following story: 

"In Alt-Mühl, a town in the Oettingen district, there 
was a very excellent and well-to-do burgher, who had 
a son that he had often urged to marry, but had not 
been able to persuade thereto. ifNow, as the Salzburg 
emigrants were passing through this town, there is 
found among them a person that pleases this man« 
wherefore he forms in his heart the resolution to 
marry her, if it be possible. So he inquited of the 
other Salzburgers conceming this giirFs conduct and 
family, and gets f or an answer that she wat^ of good, 
honest people, and had always behaved herseif well, 
but had parted from her parents for religion's sake 
and left them behind. JHereupon this young man 
goes to his father andjinforms him^ since he had often 
urged him to marry, that he had now piöked out a 
person, if now his father would allow him to take her. J 
When now the father desires to know who she is, he 
says to him that it is a Salzburg girl that pleases him, 
and if he cannot have her he will never marry.;jf The 
father is frightened at this, and tries to dissuade him ; 
he also has some of his friends and a preacher called 
in, in Order with their help peradventure to change 
the course of the son*s thoughts, but all in vain. 
Accordingly the preacher at last ezpresses the opinion 
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that Qod may have a peculiar proTidence in this, so 
that it may tum out for the good both of the son and 
ihe emigrant girl; whereat they at last give their 
consent and leave matters at the son's pleasure. The 
latter goes at once to his Salzburg girl and asks her 
how she likes the country. She answers : * Sir, very 
well.' He continues : ' Would she perchance take 
Service at his f ather's ? ' She says : ' Very gladly ; if he 
will take her, she is minded to serre him faithfully. 
and diligently' ; teils over to him thereupon all her 
accomplishments — how she can feed the cattle, milk 
the cow, tili the ground, make hay, and do other such 
things. Whereat the son takes her with him and pre- 
sents her to his father. The latter asks the girl 
whether she likes his son and is willing to marry him. 
But she, in her ignorance, thinks they are making fun 
of her, and answers : 'Indeed, now, they should not 
tease her ; his son had sought her for a servant, and, 
if he wanted her, she was minded to serve him faith- 
fully and to eam well her bread.' But when the 
father insists, and the son also shows his eamest 
desire for her, she declares herseif : ' If , then, they 
were in eamest, she was also quite content and would 
keep him as the apple of her eye.' " 

When and where Qoethe first read this story cannot 
be stated with certainty. It is at least possible that 
he was familiär with it in some form from childhood. 
He may have read it in the pamphlet from which we 
have quoted, or from an ^'Ausfiihrliche Historie derer 
Emigranten," etc., which appeared at Leipzig in 
1732, or in Göcking's " Vollkommene Emigrationsge- 
schichte," of the year 1734. Possible it is, too, that 
he neyer saw the narrative at all in his earlier years. 
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The matter is of little moment and is one to which 
Gtoethe himself paid no attention after it had become, 
in 1809, a subject of public discussion. It was his 
way at all times to look cooUy on all attempts to get 
at the " facta " underlying his poetic fictions. 

According to Bottiger, however, who had oppor- 
tunities for knowing, and whose authority is very 
widely accepted, Goethe first came across the story in 
1793 or 1794. At first he seems to have thought of 
treating it dramatically, making out of it a *' dramatic 
idyl" or ** Singspiel" in the manner of his " Jery und 
Bätely." On further reflection he decided to convert 
it into a series of connected idyls in the style of 
Voss's "Luise." Of this poem, though it did not 
appear in its finally reyised form until 1795, the three 
component idyls had long since been printed separ- 
ately and were much admired by Goethe. He was 
fond of reading them aloud and knew much of them 
by heart. We must linger a moment over this now 
all but f orgotten production. 

J. H. Voss, bom in 1751, was the son of a poor 
schoolmaster and spent the bulk of his own mature 
manhood in the pursuit of the same calling. He early 
showed a talent for yerse-making, was in his youth 
the most zealous member of the Gottingen "Sylvan 
League," and later a respected man of letters. His 
gifts, however, were of no very high order, and he led 
for the most part a rather narrow lif e. Leaving out 
of account his classical translations of Homer, he is 
best known for his idyls — ^hexameter poems in which 
he portrays scenes, characters and incidents from the 
humble lif e that he was especially familiär with. The 
best of these is "Luise," a poem of some three 
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thousand verseB. The first of the three idyls com- 
posing it describes a picnic in the woods giyen by the 
worthy pastor of Grünau in honor of his daughter 
Luise*8 eighteenth birthday. In the second we have 
a Visit to Luise's house by her betrothed lover ; in the 
third her wedding. 

Compared with earlier German idyls the "Luise" 
of Voss seems very lif elike. He does away with the 
conventional shepherds and shepherdesses of the 
older pastorals and depicts real men and women such 
as he knew. His scenery is copied from nature by a 
lover of nature. Withal, however, his descriptions of 
common things are so suffused with homely idealism 
and honest tendemess of sentiment, that they are 
lifted quite above the plane of common-place into the 
region of genuine poetry. Parts of the " Luise " are 
delightful reading even now, and so we are at no loss 
to understand Goethe's enthusiasm for it when it 
was new. 

But on the other hand we can also understand why 
the poem as a whole has so far fallen into neglect. 
In the first place there is the incompatibility of the 
matter and the form. The hexameter is indelibly 
associated in the modern mind with the great epics of 
antiquity. Homer and Yergil have taught us to con- 
nect this measure with stirring events and deeds of 
high emprise. When, therefore, the meter and the 
** grand manner " of Homer are used to describe the 
trivialities of daily life, an incongruity is feit; the 
effect, at the best, is humorous rather than purely 
poetical; at the worst, it easily becomes ridiculous. 
This, then, is the first weakness of the "Luise/' that 
its pompoufi Homeric form is wedded to a matter 
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wbich is often triyial in itself without being con- 
nected, as are the trivialities of Homer, with a large 
argument able to saye it from appearing inane. In 
the second place the poem exemplifies the yice 
against which Lessing directed his "Laocoon" — the 
vice of excessiye description. It has no movement, no 
plot, but describes situations in minute detail for the 
sake, simplj, of the picture they present. The result 
is, as Lessing shows that it alwajs must be, largely a 
failnre to reach the yery end sought — the total effect 
of the word-picture is f ar from vivid. 

When, therefore, Goethe had fixed upon the Salz- 
burg story as a good subject for a poem in hexa- 
meters, his poetic instinct soon told him where he 
could follow, and where he must deviate from, the 
track of his predecessor. He could follow him in the 
portrayal of scenes from the actual life of every-day 
people. From this well-spring of poetry he had often 
drawn in his earlier days, in " Götz von Berlichingen," 
and in many of the older scenes of <'Egmont" and 
"Faust." And if in recent years his sympathies had 
become somewhat alienated from this kind of subjects 
in favor of exotic themes like "Iphigenie" and 
"Tasso," or the rigid classicism of the "Roman 
Elegies," he had now retumed in mind as well as in 
body from his Italian pilgrimage and was ready to try 
once more the music of the old chords. The reaction 
had set in some time before. On April 3d, 1790, we 
find him writing to Herder : " My ' Elegies ' are, I 
suppose, ended, and there is, so to speak, no further 
trace of this vein in me." From this time on vari- 
ous causes, notably the course of public affairs and 
his own connection with them, and, from 1794, his 
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friendship for Schiller, had combined to abate still 
forther the exclusiye ardor of his classical predilec- 
tions, to draw him into cloeer sympathy with his own 
people, and thus to lead him back to the old Springs. 

But while, in choosing such a theme, he could be 
sure of himself and sure of his public, it was not for 
him simply to paint situations. He would giye to his 
poem movement and plot, and thus make it not after 
all an idyl, or a series of idyls, but a "civic epos." 
His word-painting should be auxiliary to a Single per- 
yading action with beginning, middle and end. And 
as to the meter, since his work was to be a G^rman 
poem, rooted in öerman life and meant to speak to 
the German heart, he would have his rhythm as little 
exotic as possible. He would discard the strict irules 
on which Voss insisted, be the master rather than the 
slaye of his longs and shorts, and so make a sort of 
German hexameter for his German poem. Finally, 
he would give to his homely love-story something of 
larger Import and of real epic dignity by taking it out 
of its actual historical setting and connecting it with 
the great and stirring events of his own time. 

But if he ,was to portray the Revolution, he could 
only portray it as he saw it, and his attitude was not 
that of a friend. Goethe was no democrat. The 
youth who wrote "Götz" had in him, it would. seem, 
the germ of a revolutionist, but this germ was soon 
blighted by the subsequent course of outward events 
and inner development. He was a lover of the people, 
and, as his ten years of hard administrative work at 
Weimar show, was capable of intense devotion to a 
people's weif are. But, himself the servant of a prince, 
and from boyhood an admirer of the great Friedrich, 
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his ideal of goyemment was the ''benevolent despot- 
ism." That it could be of great importance to a 
people to create, instead of simply receiving, the 
blessings of good gOTemment, was no part of bis 
political creed^ though in otber matters be never tired 
of preacbing the gospel of self-belp. Then^ too, the 
whole course of his inner development at Weimar had 
been such as to render bim inimical to the Very idea 
of reyolution. He had leamed to attach supreme 
importance to self-control, and to love in all things 
the gradual ''bit-by-bit" method, which he held to be 
the method of nature. The idea of violence, swift 
npheaval, tumult, had become repulsive to him. Thus 
we find him receiving eyen the humane and reason- 
able " ideas of '89 " in a rather cool and critical spirit. 
At the very time when liberal-minded Europe was 
beginning to kindle over the new gospel of "hberty, 
fratemity, equality," he was penning the words ? 

S)er anenf4 ifi ni^t geboren frei gu fettu 
and 

@d tfl lein f45nerer "ärthlid in ber SBelt 
^19 einen gürfien fel^n, ber üug regieret.*) 

And if the Bevolution in its earlier idealistic stage 
failed to rouse his enthusiasm, we need not wonder 
that its later excesses seemed to him little eise than a 
nightmare of horrors, a senseless surging to and fro 
of disordered passions, from which no good could 
come. Whatever there was grand and impressive in 
the phenomenon was soon overshadowed in his mind 
by its frenzied brutality. That this frenzy itself was 
a part of Nature's slow-acting statesmanshii) — ^the 

«) Ooeibe'B Tasso, lines 980 and 639-40. 
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reaping of what had been sown ; that rigbt reason 
was not entirely on the aide of the f orces which were 
just then making for repose and order, he did not 
fiiUy appreciate. Thos the fine dreams of '89, which 
had captiyated so many of his friends, and to which, 
as our poem shows, he himself could do justice, while 
not fully sympathizing with them, acquired for him a 
moumfui pathos which confirmed him in his anti- 
democratic ways of thinking. Here was a disillusion- 
ment indeed! What was to have b^en the ''glory of 
the Coming of the Lord" had become a camiyal of 
rage and butchery. And this monstrous disturber of 
the peace, this mad subverter of all steady, ordered 
activity, public and private, was sending out its malign 
influence beyond the borders of France. The dem- 
ocratic din upon the Seine was making itself heard 
in distant border-lands where German was spoken ; 
to now and then a courageous enthusiast in the early 
days it came as a siren-voice, luring him to the fatal 
whirl at Paris ; later it came more often as a danger- 
Signal, uprooting f amilies and tumbling them across 
the Bhine. 

Of the Bevolution in this chapter of its history 
Goethe had sufficient personal experience. In August, 
1792, he joined the staff of the Duke of Weimar to 
accompany the invading expedition which the Emperor 
of Austria and the King of Prussia had planned in 
Support of the French monarchy. The affair tumed 
out a bad business, badly managed. The allied army, 
some eighty thousand strong, adyanced with much 
6clat into eastem France, capturing a number of 
cities and towns, until they encountered the cannon 
of Eellermann and Dumouriez at Yalmy; after which 
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they roUed back across the Rhine with no eclat what- 
ever. Some thirty years afterward Goethe gathered 
together liis notee and Journals of this expedition and 
made them into a narrative which was published 
linder the title of " Campaign in France." This work, 
which is largely an account of hardships witnessed 
and undergone, gives a vivid picture of the misere of 
war, especially of the distress attending the retreat of 
the German army. Goethe's observations on this 
occasion stood him in good stead when he came to 
write "Hermann and Dorothea," several incidents in 
the poem being based on what its author had himself 
Seen in his brief experience of unarmed soldiering. 

If the Statement of Bottiger above referred to is 
correct, it must have been shortly after Goethe's 
retum from the ill-starred campaign in France that 
he came across the Salzburg story and commenced 
"carrying it around with him," as his habit was. Of 
actual progress on the poem of '^ Hermann and 
Dorothea," however, we do not hear until the autumn 
of 1796. In the eventful summer of that year — 
young Bonaparte was operating in Italy — Goethe was 
at Weimar busy with this and that literary task, but 
especially with " Wilhelm Meister." On August 16th 
he finished the last book and wrote to Schiller that he 
was "right tired, as if from a great debauch, and 
wished to tum his mind in some other direction." 
Two days later he escaped from the distractions of 
Weimar to Jena, and there shortly afterward we find 
him at work on "Hermann and Dorothea." The com- 
position proceeded with great rapidity— ovgr a hun- 
dred and fifty verses daily for nine consecutiVe days, 
so Schiller writes to Komer — ^showing that it had 
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alreadj been well ihougbt out. In ihe eTening Ooeihe 
would read bis daj's work to ScbiUer*s f amily circle and 
receive tbeir plaudifcs and encouragement. In tbis waj 
foiir*) cantos of ibe six at tbat time intended to com- 
prise tbe entire poem were completed. £arly in 
October Goetbe retumed to Weimar, but found for 
some time no leisure to continue tbe new poem. In- 
stead of tbis be devoted bimself to a revision of tbe 
cantos akeadj written.t) October 29tb be announces 
to Scbiller tbat be must go to Iknenau for a few dajs, 
wbere be maj cbance to do something on tbe ^'epic 
poem." Scbiller replies tbat be will find tbere tbe 
"little city of bis Hermann," very likely also an 
"apotbecary" or a "green bouse "witb stucco-work." 
(As a matter of fact tbere was a ''Golden Lion" inn 
tbere at wbicb Goetbe was wont to put up ; in general 
tbe "Städteben" of ''Hermann" seems to be a com- 
bination of Frankfort and Ilmenau.) By November 
13tb, bowever, Goetbe was back in Weimar, witb tbe 
poem no furtber aJong tban before. December 5tb be 
writes to bis friend Meyer in Italy : 

"By my idyl ('Alexis and Dora,' written tbe pre- 
ceding June) I bave been led to tbe kindred epic 
departmeni I bave on band a matter wbicb was in- 
tended for a similar small poem, but bas expanded into 
a larger one, tbat bas quite taken on tbe epic form and 
will reacb two tbousand bexameters. ... I bave tried 
to separate in tbe epic crucible tbe purely buman 
Clement of existence in a little German city from its 

*) Bat these f onr correspond to the fiist fiye of the final veision, 
the original second having grown into the present second and 
thixd. 

t) Letter to SchiUer, October 17th, 1796. 
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dross, and at the same time to reflecfc from a litÜe mirror 
tbe large movemeuts and changes of ihe world-theater. 
The time of the action is about last August, and I did 
not follj feel the audacitj of m j undertaking nntil the 
hardest was over. In respect to the poetio as well as 
the prosodial Organization of the whole I have tried to 
decide several disputed questions which have latelj 
come up in connection with the works of Voss." 

December 6th Ooethe sends to Schiller an '^elegy" 
in distiohs, which he designed as a sort of harbinger of 
the forthcoming epic. The elegy is itself entitled " Her- 
mann and Dorothea." It first pays the poet's compli- 
ments to the "rabble" who had oriticised bim for bis 
classical leanings, and then bespeaks from the muse not 
a laurel (that she maj let grow on for a worthier), but 
roses for a homely garland. Then, alluding in the first 
line to Homer, it continues : 

"Who wonld Tie with the gods, or who oontend with the Only? 

Hörnend, though, to be oalled, e'en were't the latest, is good. 
Heaz; then, the neweet of poems, and hearing empty yonr glasses ; 

Wine let begnile yonr hearts, friendship and love yonr eais. 
I, too, take yon to-day to the peacefnl home of the Qerman, 

Where, near Natnre's heart, man to homanity grows. 
Let the spirit go with ns of him who made his Lnise 

Qaickly, for onr delight^ one with her excellent friend. 
Gloomy pictnres, too, of the time I Tentore to ahow yon. 

Bnt let the stnrdy raoe stiU with conzage pievalL 
And so be it my song bring tears of joy to yonr eyelids» 

Come and the singer clasp heartQy dose to yonr hearts. 
Wise, then, be the talk ; for wisdom the Century waning 

Teaohes ns snrely at last : Whom hath not destiny tried? 
Galmüer now look baok at the woes that latdy befd yon, 

Now when the blithesome mind teaches yon how to renonnoe. 
Men we have leamed to know, haye leamed to know nations ; so 

letns, 

Enowing onr German heart^ leam to rejoioe in that" 
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These lineB show üb admirablj what the poet of 
<< Hermann " was aiming at, and how he "wished his work 
to be reoeived. Later in the month the remainder of 
the argument was carefolly thought out, and in January, 
1797, the Copyright was sold to the Berlin publisher 
Yieweg for one thousand thalers, an unprecedentedly 
high price. In March and April the poet spent four 
weeks in Jena, and here, where it had been begun eight 
months before, it was finished, except, indeed, the very 
end and the final revision. In this he was assisted by 
his friend Wilhelm von Humboldt, whose fine taste in 
matters of prosody proved helpful in many places.'*') By 
the middle of June the whole poem was in the hands of 
the publisher, who brought it out in September. 

The reception of the poem, by both critics and public, 
was in the main favorable, though some discordant 
Yoices were heard. These came mostly from the drcle 
of Voss and his friends, or from those whom Ooethe 
and Schiller had offended by the '' Xenia." It suited 
the purposes of these critics to regard " Hermann and 
Dorothea" as a mere imitation of " Luise," and to pre- 
fer, for their part, the original They also found fault 
with Qoethe's £ree-and-easy hexameters — a matter which 
will presently receive our attention. Impartial judges, 
however, soon recognized in the new epic one of the 
permanent treasures of German poetry. The year after 
its appearance A. W. Schlegel, then the foremost of 
German critics, made it the subject of a careful study, 
in which he drew attention especially to its antique 



*) See Hmnboldt's long and interesting letter o£ May 6th, 1797, 
■with Goethe's reply of May 15th. In nearly ev^ry case Hxun- 
boldt's points are well taken, bat his snggestions were only in part 
adopted, owing to haste inprinting or to Groethe's indifference. 
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elements. Later W. von Humboldt treated it elaborately 
from the sesthetic point of view. Since then it has been 
the theme or the occasioD of a large amount of sesthetic 
disquisition, into which it is hardly worth while for ua 
to enter bere. 

As to the personages of the poem a few words must 
suffice. Four of them — the hero, heroine, father and 
preacher — are given in the Salzburg story. The vague and 
general " some friends" of the story is with true epic in- 
stinct converted into the definite individuality of the 
apothecary. The mother was an indispensable addition, 
since a home was to be represented. She is in many par- 
ticulars— her name, "Lieschen," her sympathetic disposi- 
tion, her housewifely thriftiness, her propensity to take 
sides with her son against her husband — suggestive of 
Goethe's own mother, whüe the landlord, in his love of 
3terbe, his ambition to make a good show in the world, 
his testiness under domestic insubordination, reminds 
one of the poet's father. The name Dorothea — '^gift 
of God " — would seem to have been suggested by the 
fact that in the original story the appearance of the 
emigrant-girl is taken by the preacher as a divine 
dispensation in the young man's behalf. As to the 
name Hermann it is hardly possible to suppose that 
Goethe chose it without thinking of the national hero, 
the Hermann who destroyed the Eoman legions in the 
Teutoburg Forest. The judge owes his origin, appar- 
ently, to the necessity of having a highly credible and 
responsible witness to Dorothea's worth, since her 
clu^acter was to be inquired into. The SBöd^nertn 
and Dorothea's lost lover are based on incidents 
that came to Goethe's attention on the campaign in 
France. 
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The delineation of these characters represents tbe 
Terj perfection of epio art When one has finished the 
poem they stand out in ihe mind's picture-gallerj witb 
the vividness of lif e itself. And jet thej are nowhere 
described for the sake of the picture they present — ^they 
are portrayed in connection with what they do. The 
detailed description of Dorothea's dress is not an excep- 
tion ; thia is given, not to teil the reader or listener (for 
epica properly presume a listener) how she looks, bat to 
enable the spies to identify her. So the lengthy descrip- 
tion of the garden is incidental to the mother's search 
for her son. In general it may be said that the style of 
the poem is very simple and direct. It contains but little 
conscious metaphor, and only one simile.*) The lan- 
guage, as was intimated above, acqnires here and there a 
somewhat artificial character, owing to its imitation of 
Homeric (or Yossian) forms of expression and to expe- 
dients adopted in the interest of the meter. Thus we 
have certain standing epithets like gut, treffltd^, k)erf!änbt9, 
used, as in Homer, to characterize a person in a general 
way, and not necessarily with reference to the particular 
case in band. So an adjective with the definite article 
is often brought after its noun, where it has no distinct- 
ive or emphatic force, such as is ordinarily implied by 
that Position, bat is, so far as the sense is concemed, an 
ordinary attributive; thus, 

©ratete bic ©d^infcn l^croor, blc fditocrcn, 
@ct}tcn tt(^ auf blc S3onfc, bic ^ölgcrncn, 

where the meaning is not the ''heavy hams" in distino- 
tion from the light ones, or the "wooden benches" 
rather than the stone ones, but simply "the heavy 



*) At the beginning of Erato, 62, 1, 
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hams," '' the wooden benches." Other Homeric remi- 
niscences and metrical displacements will be spoken of 
in the notes to the text. 

A few remarks must now be made upon the meter. 
The hexameter was first employed and its mies fixed 
bj the Greeks, whose versification was based primarilj 
upon the quantity of syllables. With them the word- 
accent, which was different in oharacter from our ac- 
Cent, played no part in prosody, while with us it is of 
primaiy importance. Hence in using the hexameter 
for modern verse the question always arises how far 
the ancient roles of quantity shall be foUowed. To fol- 
low them stricÜy everywhere is impracticable: it results 
in an artificial, unmanageable line, which hardly sounds 
like verse at alL On the other band, to pay no atten* 
tion to them results in a Terse which may be easy and 
natural in its movement, but does not produce on the 
cultivated ear the effect of the ancient hexameter. In 
adapting this measure to modern uses, therefore, it was 
soon found that certain concessions must be made. The 
first of importance was to abandon entirely the prin- 
ciple of length by poeition ; the second, to make stress 
do duty for length. The new rule, then, was that acceuted 
syllables be treated as metrically long, unaccented syl- 
lables as Short This rule, however, gave rise to diffi- 
culties, the first and gravest of which related to the 
spondee. If this had always to consist of two accented 
syllables its use would be confined within very narrow 
limits, since no single word in the language could serve 
as a spondee. The nearest approach to it would be in 
dissyllabic Compounds having a secondary accent on the 
last syllable, such as @d)auf))tet, ©afl^aud. The easiest 
relief was to allow in place of the spondee a trochee. 
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but ÜÜB was a dubious expedient, since it put a foot of 
three beats in place of one of f our, the ancient spondee 
having aJways the same titne as the dactyL 

A second difficulty was famiahed by the monosyllables. 
In Oerman, as in English, there are many monosyllables, 
consisting mostly of articles, pronoiins, prepositions 
and partides, which in speech have a highly variable 
accent; they may carry the chief stress of the sentence, 
or they may sink to the position of enclitics or pro- 
clitics. Now it was perfectly natural and reasonable 
under the new rule just mentioned to treat these words 
as long or short at pleasure, leaving it to the reader to 
give them their proper metrical weight. But, now, there 
is another class of monosyllables, consisting mostly of 
nouns, pronouns, verbs and adverbs, which in speech 
never lose their accent, or lose it only to a slight degree, 
and there was streng temptation under the rule of 
variable accent for monosyllables to extend the license 
to this dass of words, which cannot be slurred in the 
reading without producing an awkward dissonance. 
To illustrate what is meant. 2Bie ed bo^ in \o\t ed bod^ 
rennet is a perfectly legitimate dactyl, and under the rule 
of variable accent for monosyllables bo^ \oxt ed would 
be equally proper. So also ttjie ifi c« in ttjic tji c3 mögü(^ 
is very passable, since while the verb ifl commonly 
retains its accent, it may, in this locution, lose it and 
become hardly more than an enclitic to \ovt, or like the 
syllable -ist in the English word "artist." But, now, 
when an easy-going versifier had admitted such dactyls 
as tote tjl e^ it is only a short step to the bad to the ac- 
ceptance of such as \mt gc^t c^, ttJic mag vi), toie eö gc^t, etc. 

A third critical case was that of Compounds having 
a secondary accent, such, for instance, as ©afi^au^, 
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5Wufcttfo^tt^ Should ÜKufcnfo^n be admitfced as a dactyl, 
or ©afl^aud as the first and second sjllables of a dactyl? 
To refuse this license was greatlj to hamper the poet, 
since German teems with such compounda On the 
other hand, to allow it was to offend every ear that had 
been trained to a delicate appreciation of the andent 
hexameter. 

In all these cases Goethe, following the looser ways 
of Elopstock rather than the stricter ones of Voss, did 
not hesitate to accept the more convenient, manageable 
alternative, it being his conviction that the resulting 
verse woold be more in harmony with the spirit of the 
German langnage. Thus we find in *' Hermann and 
Dorothea" mnltitudes of trochaic spondees like gutet; 
trcfflid^, immer, fetner, ^aufcö, etc., which are condemned 
by A. W. Schlegel and other purists. 

So also we find occasional dubious dactyls like {lau« 
big pnb, p. 4, 1. 30 ; Zi^al ,qe^t er, p. 7, 1. 23 ; Jage, ^err, 
p. 11, L 13 ; ©onne ging, p. 17, 1. 14 ; and again, under 
the third of the above enumerated heads, many such 
feulty dactyls as 5Reugier nid^t, p. 3, 1. 6 ; Sadttrog ba«, 
p. 8, 1. 8 ; Jungfrau bem, p. 14, ]. 20. So in 6, 29, «t)o» 
tl^eter begins a line with a spondee, while in 6, 7, the 
%po^ ends a dactyl. 

It was by this sort of prosodial laxity, exemplified not 
only in our poem, bat in his distichs, that Goethe drew 
upon himself the scom of metrical experts. The fiunous 
epigram 

3n SBeimar unb in 3ena ntad^t man ^e^ameter tt)ie ber, 
^ber bte Pentameter ftnb boc^ no4 e^ceUenter, 

was not altogether mere spitefol exaggeration ; it was a 
home-thrust as deftly aimed and fully as amusing to 
posterity as the best of the ''Xenia." For at this time 
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it is hardly pocuedble to excite in one'B seif a reiy strong 
Partisan interest on either aide of ihe question ab issue 
between GbeUie and bis oritica. His effort to popnlarize 
the hexameter, by sacrificing aome of its rigiditj, was 
at best» aside from the one poem of "Hermann and 
Dorothea," a failure. The yerse is, as it was, an exotic 
form that oan be nioelj appreoiated onlj by soholars 
acquainted with Qxeek and Latin prosody. This being 
so, one oannot be blamed for leaning slighüy to the 
views of the stricter schooL Still, such leaning need 
not affect serionsly one's good opinion of "Hermann 
and Dorothea." We shall do best, no doubt, to leave 
the whole subject where Platen, himself a master of 
rhythm, leaves it in the distich : 

„^oH)rld^t Ifl bcr ©cjamctcr gtoar, bo(^ »irb ba« ©cbid^t flct« 
mtihtn ber @toIg S)eutf4(anb9, bleiben bte $erle ber iüttnii/' 

«Glnmsy, indeed, the hezameter, still will the poem oontinne 
Always the Qermans' pride, always poes/s pearl." 
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etWal mOi «nteiL 

$ab' iif ben SRarlt unb bie ©trafen bod^ nie fo e\nfam 

gefeiten ! 
3ft bod^ bie ©tabt tt>te geleiert! (Die audgeftorben ! nid^t 

funfiig, 
ö 3)eud^t mir, blieben jurüd bon aßen unfern föttoo^ntm. 
aSBaS bie SKeugier nid^t tl^ut ! @o rennt unb läuft nun ein feber, 
Um ben trourigen 8«9 ^^t armen SSertriebnen ju feigen. 
fiSi* jum Dammtoeg, toeld^en fie jicl^n, ift'§ immer ein 

©tibtbd^en, 
10 Unb ba läuft man l^inab, im l^eifeen ©taube be§ SRittagg. 
W6ä)t*xäi mx(S) bod§ nid^t riil^ren öom 5ßla^, um ju feigen bag 

(glenb 
Outer fliel^enber SMeufd^en, bie nun mit geretteter $abe 
ßciber bag überrl^einifd^e Sanb, ba§ fd§öne, berlaffenb 
16 Qu un^ l^erüber lommen unb burd^ ben glüdElid^en SBinfel 
3)iefeg frud^tbaren Z^al^ unb feiner Krümmungen »anbem. 
XreffKd^ l^aft bu gel^anbelt, o grau, ba§ bu milbe ben ©ol^n 

fort 
©d^idEteft mit altem Sinnen unb tttoai @ffen unb 2:rinfen, 
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Um ed ben Ernten iu fpenben ; benn ©eben tft @ad^e bed 

Sleid^en. 
9Bai$ ber Sunge bod^ fäl^rt ! unb IDte er bönbtgt bie ^engftel 
©el^r gut nimmt bad ^tfd^d^en ftd^ an^, bad neue ; bequemtid^ 
©ä^en biete barin «nb auf bem Sode ber Äutfd^er. ^ 

3)iei^mal ful^r er aDein; tt)ie roDt'e^ leidet um bie ®del 
©0 fprad^r unter bem 2:§ore be3 ipaufeig fi^enb om SRarlte, 
S3o]§tbe(|agßd^ jur grau ber Sßirt jum golbenen Sönien. 

Unb eiJ berfe^te barauf bie Ilugc, berftänbige ipau^frau: 
SSater, nid^t gerne berfd^enf i^ bie abgetragene Seintoanb, lo 
S)cnn fie ift ju mand^em ®cbraud§ unb für ®clb nid^t }u 

l^aben; 
SBenn man i^rer bebarf. SDod^ l^eute gab id^ fo gerne 
ajiand^eö beffere ©tüdt on Überjügen unb ^emben; 
rDenn id^ l^örte bon ^nbem unb SHten, btenadCenb bal^ergel^n. 16 
SBirft bu mir ober berjeil^n? benn aud^ bein ©d^ranl ift 

geplunberi 
Unb bef onberiJ ben ©d^Iafrodt mit inbianif d^cn Slumen, 
SJon bem feinften Sattun, mit feinem glaneHe gefuttert, 
®ab id§ l^in ; er ift bünn unb alt unb ganj m& ber SJlobe. 20 

Stber c§ läd^elte brauf ber trcffKd^e ipaui^toirt unb fagtc: 
Ungern öermiff ' id^ i^n bod^, ben alten, lattunenen ©d^IafrodE 
©d^t oftinbifd^en ©top; fo etttja^ friegt man nid^t toieber. 
SBol^t! id§ trug il^n nid^t mcl^r. SKan tt)ill je^t frcüid^, ber 

SKann foQ 26 

3mmer ge^n im ©ürtout unb in ber 5ßelefd^e fid^ jeigen, 
Smmer geftiefelt fein ; berbannt ift 5ßantoffcI unb SRü^e. 

©iel^e ! öerfe^te bie grau, bort lommen fd^on einige toieber, 
S)ie ben Quq mit gefe^n; er muß bod§ tool^I fd^on borbci fein, 
©el^t, tt)ie atten bie ©d^ul^e fo ftaubig finb ! toie bie ©efid^ter so 
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©Bilden ! unb icglid^cr fü^rt ba^ ©d^nupftud^ unb iDifd^t ftt^ 

bcn ©d^tpct^ ob. 

Wöi^Viä) bod^ au(S) in ber ^i^e naö) fotd^em @d^aufptel fo 

tpeit ni^t 
5 Saufen uttb Icibcnl %üxtoa^x, i^ ^ait genug am ©rj&l^ttcn. 

Unb c§ fagtc barauf bcr gute SJater mit SKad^brud: 
©old^ ein SBetter ift feiten ju f old^er ®mte gclomnten, 
Unb toir bringen bic grud^t l^eretn, tt)ie bag §cu ft^on 

l^erein ift, 
10 Srorfen; ber ipimmel ift l^ell, eS ijl lein SB8tI(!^cn 8« fe^e«, 
Unb bott SJiorgctt ttjel^ct ber SBtnb nttt Keblid^er Äül^tung. 
S)a^ ift beftänbigeg SBetter ! unb überreif ift ia^ Jfom fd^on; 
SKorgen fangen tt)ir an ju f d^neiben bie reid^ttd^e ©mtc. 

Sttö er fo f^)rad§, bermel^rten fid^ immer bie @d§aren ber 

15 ERönner 

Unb ber SBeiber, bie über ben 3Karft fid§ nad^ ^aufe begaben; 
Unb fo lam aud^ jurüdE mit feinen 3:öd^tem gefal^ren 
Waf d^ an bie anbere ©eite beS 3KarIt§ ber begüterte SRad^bar, 
An fein erneuertes $au§, ber erfte S)aufmann beS DrteS, 

20 S«t geöffneten SBagen (er mar in Sanbau verfertigt). 

Seb^aft tourben bie ®affen ; benn tool^I toar beböticrt ba§ 

©töbtd^en, 
aRand^er gabrilen befliß man fid^ ba unb mand^eS OetoerbeS. 

Unb fo fa§ ba§ traulid^e 5ßaar, fid^ unter bcm ^oxtvt^ 
25 Über baS tt>anbembe SSotf mit mand^er SBcmerhing ergö^enb. 
©nbttd^ aber begann bie toürbigc ^auöfrau unb fagte: 
©e^t, bort lommt ber ^rebiger l^er, eS lommt oud^ ber 

3?ad^bar 
apotl^eler mit i^m; bie foHcn unS alleS crjä^Ienr 
80 SSaS fte brausen gefe^n unb toaS ju fd^auen nid^t fro^ mad|t. 
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Steunbttd^ lamen ifttan bie beiben unb grüßten ha^ 

©c^tcn ftd^ auf bic SBöuIc, bic l^ötjemcn, unter bcmSll^omcg, 
©taub öott bcn güfecn fd^üttclnb unb Suft mit bcm lud^c 

fid^ fäd^ctnb. 5 

2)a begann benn juerft nad^ »ed^felfeitigen ©tilgen 
5)cr 3(pot^elcr ju fprec^enunb fagte, beinal^e bcrbrie^Iid^: 
©0 finb bte SRenfd^en fürttjal^r ! unb einer ift bod^ tt)ie bcr 

anbre, 
5)a§ er ju gaffen fid^ freut, totnn ben SRöd^ften ein Unglüdf lo 

befället ! 
Söuft bod§ icbcr, bie glömme }u fel^n, bie öerberblid^ 

emporfdE|lägt, 
Seber ben armen SJerbred^er, ber peintid^ jum lobe 

geführt tt)irb. iß 

Seber fpa jiert nun l^inauS, ju f d^auen ber guten SSertriebnen 
©lenb, unb nicmanb bebenft, ba§ il^n ba§ äl^nlidfie ©d^idfal 
Slud^, t)icHeid^t junöd^ft betreffen fann ober bod^ fünftig. 
ttnöerjeil^Iid^ ftnb' id§ ben Seid^tfinn; boc^ ticgt er im 

$IKenfd^en. ao 



^ 



Unb e§ fagte barauf ber ebte, berftänbige 5ßfarr]^err, 
@r, bie 3ictbe ber ©tabt, ein Jüngling nöl^er bem SRanne. 
S)iefer lannte \>a^ Seben unb fannte ber ^örer Sebürfnig, 
aSar öom l^ol^en SBerte ber l^ciligen ©d^riften burd^brungen, 
5)ie un§ ber SRenfd^en ©efd^idE entl^ütten unb il^re ©efinnung; 25 
Unb fo fannt'er aud^ tool^l bie bcften meltlid^en ©d^riften. 
5)iefer fprad^: 3d§ table nid^t gern, toa^ immer bem 

2Renfd^cn 
gür unfd^öblid^c triebe bie gute SOtutter Siatur gab; 
S)enn toa^ SSerftanb unb SSemunft nid^t immer t^ermögen, so 

t)ermag oft 
@oId§ ein gtüdEIid^er ipang, ber untt)iberfte]^lid§ un§ leitet. 
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SodEtc btc SRcugier nid^t bcn äRcnfd^cn mit heftigen SRcijcn, 
@agt, erfuhr* er lüol^I Je, n)tc fd^ön ftd^ bie lüettlidEien S)in9c 
®cgcn einanbcr berl^altcn ? 2)entt crft Dcrtangt er ba§ Stcue, 
©ud^et ba§ Stüfelid^c bann mit unermübctcm gleite; 
6 ©nblid^ begcl^rt et ba§ ®ute, ba§ il^n erl^ebet unb mert mad^t. 
Sn ber Sugenb tft il^m ein frol^er ©eföl^rtc bcr ßeic^tfinn, 
®er bie ©efal^t il^m berbirgt unb l^eilfam gejdE|n)inbe bie 

©puren 
2:ilget be§ fd^metätid^en Übetö, fobalb e§ nur irgenb 
10 borbeijog. 

greitid^ ift er 5U preifen, ber SKann, bem in reiferen Salären 
©id^ ber gefegte SSerftanb au§ fold^em grol^finn entttJidEelt, 
3)er im ®IM tvk im Unglücf [id^ eifrig unb tl^ätig beftrebet; 
5)enn ba§ Oute bringt er l^eröor unb erfe^et ben ©d^aben. vi 

15 Steunblid^ begann fogleid^ bie ungebutbige ^au^frau: 
©aget un§, tt)a§ il^r gefel^n ! benn ba§ bege^rt^ id§ ju ttjifjen. 

©d^ttjerlid^, berfefete barauf ber Slpotl^efer mit SRad^brudt, 
SSerbMd^ fo balb mid^ freunnad^ bem, toa^ id^ alle§ erfahren. 
Unb mer erjöfilet e§ ttjol^l, ba§ mannigfottigfte SIenb ! 
20 ©d^on bon ferne fal^n tnir ben ©taub, nod^ tf) mir bie SBiefen 
9lbtt)ärt§ famen; ber ßwg toar fd^on bon ^ügel ju ^ügel 
Unabfel^tid) ba^in, man !onnte ttjenig erfennen. 
Sttö tüir nun aber ben SBeg, ber quer burd^§ Zf)at gel^t, 

erreid^ten, 
26 SBar ©ebräng'unb Oetümtnel nod^ gro| ber SBanbrer unb 

SBagen. 
Seiber fa^en toir nod^ genug ber Strmen borbeijiel^n, 
konnten einjeln crfal^ren, lüie bitter bie fd^merjlid^c glud^t 

80 Unb tt)ie fro)^ bag ©efül^t be§ eilig geretteten SebenS. 
traurig »ar e§ ju fel^n, bie mannigfaltige ^abt, 
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Die ein $auS nur bcrbirgt, ba§ wol^Iöcrfcl^nc, unb btc ein 
Outer SBirt uml^er an bie redeten ©teilen gefefet ^at, 
3mmer bereit jum ©ebraud^e, benn aKe§ ift nötig unb 

nüfeUd^, 
9hin ju feigen baS allc§, auf mand^crlei SBagen unb Sarren 6 
3)urc!^ einanber gelaben, mit Übereilung geftüd^tet. 
Über bem ©d^ranfe lieget baS ©ieb unb bie »oHene 3)edEe, 
Stt bem Sadtrog baS S3ett, unb ba^ Seintud^ über bem . 
^ Spiegel. 

2ld^, unb e^ nimmt bie ©efal^r, »ie tt)ir beim SJranbe bor lo 

5tt)anjig 
3a^rett aud^ tt)o^l gefel^n, bem SRenfd^en aDe S3eftnnung, 
®a| er ba^ Unbebeutenbe fa^t unb ba§ 2:eure jurüdHä^t. 
Sttfo filierten aud^ l^ier mit unbefonnener ©orgfatt 
©d^ted^te ®inge fie fort, bie Dd^fen unb 5ßferbe befd^ttjercnb, is 
Sitte »retter unb Söffer, ben ©änfeftaD unb ben STäfig. 
ättd^ fo leud^ten bie SBeiber unb Sinber, mit ©ünbeln ftd§ 

fd^leppenb, 
Unter Sorben nnb SButten Doli ©ad^en feine§ ®cbraud^e§; 
3)enn e§ Derläfet ber SW'enfd^ fo ungern ha^ fiepte ber ^abz, 20 
Unb f jog auf bem ftaubigen SBeg ber bröngenbe 3ug fort, 
Drbnung§Io§ unb öertt)irrt. SRit fd^ttJäd^eren Spieren ber eine 
SBünfd^te langfam ju fal^ren, ein anberer, emftg 5U eilen. 
®a entftanb ein ®efd^rei ber gequetfd^ten SBeiber unb Sinber 
Unb ein S3lö!en be§ SSiel^eS, bajttjifd^en ber ^unbe ©ebelfer 26 
Unb ein SBel^laut ber Stlten unb Äranfen, bie l^od^ auf bem 

fd^toeren, 
ÜbergepadEten SBagen auf SBettcn fafeen unb fd^ttjanlten. 
3tber au§ bem ©eleife gebrängt nad^ bem SRanbe be§ ^od^ttjegS 
3rrte bag fttarrenbe 8lab; e^ ftürjf in ben ©raben ba§ so 

gul^rtoerf, 
Umgefd^tagen, unb toeitl^in entftürjten im ©d^ttjunge bie 

SKeufd^cn 



Digitized by 



Google 



$ermannunb!3)orot]^ea. 9 

SKit cntfcfelici^cm ©darein in ba^ %üb ^n, aitx ioäj glüdlid^. 
©pöter ftür jtctt bic Saften unb fielen naiver bem SBagen. 
SBal^rlid^, totx im gaHen fie fa^, ber emartetc nun fie 
Unter ber Saft ber Siften unb ©d^rönlc jerfd^mettcrt ju 
6 fd^auen. 

Unb fo lag jcrbrod^en ber SSagen, unb ]^iIf{o§ bie SRenfd^en; 
S)enn bie übrigen gingen unb jogen eilig borüber, 
9?ur fid^ fetter bebenlenb unb l^ingeriffen bont ©trome. 
Unb tt)ir eilten l^inju unb fanben bie Manien unb 2Kten, 
10 3)ie JU ^au§ unb im 93ett fd^on laum il^r bauernbe^ Seiben 
Irügcn, l^ier auf bem 95oben befd^äbigt öd^jenunb iammern, 
ajon ber ©onne berbrannt unb crftidEt bom ttjogenben ©taube. 

Unb eS fagtc barauf gerührt ber menfd^Iid^e ^au§tt)irt: 
SKöge bod^ ^ermann fie treffen unb fie erquidfen unb fleiben. 
15 Ungern toürb' id^ fie fel^n; mid^ fd^merjt ber atnblidE be§ 

3ammer§. 
©d^on öon bem erften Serid^t fo großer ßeiben gerül^ret, 
©d^idEten toir eilenb ein ©d^erflein bon unferm Überfluß, 

baß nur 
20 ©inigc ttjürben geftärlt, unb fd^ienen un§ fetter berul^igt. 
ätber laßt un§ nid^t mel§r bie traurigen Silber erneuern; 
S)enn e§ befd^teid^t bie gurd^t gar halb bie ^erjcn ber 

JKenfd^en 
Unb bic ©orge, bie mel^r aU fettfi mir ba§ Übel berl^aßt ift. 
26 Iretet l^erein in ben l^interen fftaum, ba§ litigiere ©ötd^en. 
9?ie fd^eint ©onne bal^in, nie bringet toörmere Suft bort 
S)urd^ bie ftärferen SKauern; unb SKütterd^cn bringt unl^ 

ein ©lä^d^en 
Sreiunbad^tjiger l^er, bamit tüir bie Orillen Vertreiben. 
80 $icr ift ttid^t freunbfid^ ju trinlen; bic gliegen umfummcn 

bie ®Iöfcr. 
Unb fie gingen bal^in unb freuten fid^ alle ber ^l^Iung. 
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©orgfom firad^tc btc SKuttcr bt^ Haren l^crrfid^cn SBcinc« 
3n gcfd^üffcncr gtafd^c auf blanlem, jinncmcm SKunbc, 
3Kit bcn grünlid^cn atömcm, bcn ed^ten SJcd^cm bc8 

fftl^cttttücinS. 
Unb fo ft^cnb umgaben btc brei ben gtönjenb gebol^nten, 5 
atunbcn, braunen Zi^ä), er ftanb anf mäd^ttgen güfecn. 
Reiter Hangen fogteid^ bie ®Iäfer bc§ SB3trte§ unb $farrer§; 
S)od^ unbettjeglid^ l^teft bcr britte benfenb ba^ feine, 
Unb ei^ forberf il^n auf ber SBirt mit freunblid^en SBorten: 

grifd^r ^err SRad^bar, getrunfen ! benn nod^ betoal^rte öor 10 

Unglüd 
®ott un§ gnäbig unb tt)irb aud^ fünftig unS alfo betoal^ren. 
S)enn toer erlennet eg nid^t, ba^ feit bem fd^redEIid^en SJranbe, 
S)a er f l^art un^ geftraft, er unS nun beftänbig erfreut l^at 
Unb beftänbig befd^ü^t, fo toie ber SKenfd^ ftd^ beS Stugeg ib 
^öfilid^en Slpfel betoal^rtr ber bor allen ©liebem il^m lieb 

ift. 
©oHf er f emerl^in nid^t unS f d^ü^en unb ^itfe bereiten ? 
S)enn man fielet e§ erft red^t, ttjie biet er bermag, in ©efal^ren. 
©oHt'er bie blül^enbe ©tabt, bie er erft burd^ fleißige Sürger ao 
9leu au§ ber Slfd^e gebaut unb bann fie reid^üd^ gefegnet, 
3e^o tt)ieber jerftören unb alle Semül^ung bemi^ten ? 

Reiter fagte barauf ber trefflid^e $ßfarrer, unb milbe: 
galtet am ©tauben feft, unb feft an biefer ©efinnung; 
S)enn fie mad^t im ®IüdEe öerftänbig unb fidler, im Ungßidt 25 
JReid^t fie ben fd^önften 2:roft unb belebt bie ]§errlid^fte 

Hoffnung. 

a)a berfe^te ber SBtrt mit mönnlid^en, Hugen Oebanlen: 
SBte begrü^f id^ fo oft mit Staunen bie gtuten be« 

Sll^einftromg, 90 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ermann nnb 2)orot^ea. 11 

SBenn td^ reifenb nad^ meinem ®efd^öft il^m koieber micg 

na^tt l 
Smmer fd^ten er mir groß unb crl^ob mir ©inn unb ®emfite; 
Slbcr id^ lontite nid^t bcnlctt, bo| balb fein Ueblid^ei^ Ufer 
* ©oute werben ein SBaff, nm, abjutoel^ren ben Sranlen, 
Unb fein öerbreitetei^ SSett ein aHöcrl^inbember ®raben. 
@e]§t, \o fd^üfet bie 9?atnr, fo fd^üfeen bie toadEcren S)entfd§en, 
Unb f fd^üfet nni^ ber $err, toer ttjottte tl^örid^t öerjagen ? 
SKübe fd^on finb bie ©trciter, unb allein bentet anf grieben. 
10 aKöge bod^ aud^, ttjenn ba§ gcft, ia^ lang ertofinfd^te, gefeiert 
SBirb in nnferer Sird^e, bie ®todfe bann tönt ju ber Orget 
Unb bie trompete fd^mettcrt, bai^ l^ol^e le ©eum begleitenb, 
aKöge mein ^ermann bod^ aud§ an biefem S^age, §err 

5ßfarrer, 
16 aKit ber SJraut entfd^Ioffen bor ffiud^ am SKtare fid^ ftetten 
Unb ba§ glüdEüd^e geft, in allen ben ßanben begangen, 
2tnd^ mir fiinftig erfd^einen ber l^öuSüd^en Sreuben ein 

Sa^rStag ! 
Aber ungern fel^'id^ ben Sungüng, ber immer fo tl^ätig 
20 aKir in bem ^aufe fid^ regt, nad^ au^en langfam unb fd^üd^« 

ttxn. 
SBenig finbet er ßuft, fid^ unter ßeuten ju jeigen; 
Söf er bermeibet fogar ber iungen SKöbd^en OefeHfd^aft 
Unb ben fröl^Ud^en 2:an}, ben aQe Sugenb begel^ret. 

36 Süfo fprad^ er unb l^ord^te. aKan ]§örte ber ftampfenben 

5ßferbe 
gemein ®etöfe ftd^ nal^n, man l^örte ben roUenben äSagen, 
2)er mit gekpattiger Site nun bonnert' unter ben Z^iyctotq. 
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Ate nun bcr tool^Igcbilbctc ©ol^n tn§ 3^«^«^^^ l^crctntrot, 
©d^autc ber 5JJrcbtgcr il^m mit fd^arfcn Süden entgegen 
Unb betrachtete feine ©eftalt unb fein ganjeS Senel^mcn 
SRit bent Sluge be§ gorfd^er§, ber teid^t bte SKienen ent:= 

rätfeit, 5 

SSd^ette bann nnb fprad^ ju i^m mit traulid^en SB orten; 
Äommt 3$t bod^ atö ein beränberter äRenfd^ ! ^^ l^abe nod^ 

niemals 
©ucj^ fo munter gefel^n unb @urc Slitfc fo Icbl^afi 
gröl^üd^ fommt ^^x unb l^eiter; man fielet, ^i)x ^abet bie lo 

®aben 
Unter bie Slrmen betteitt unb i^ren ©egen empfangen. 

aiul^ig ertt)iberte brauf ber ©ol^n mit emftlid^en SBorten: 
Ob iij löblid^ gel^anbeft, id^ meife e§ nid^t; aber mein ©erjl^at i6 
SRid^ gcl^ei^en ju tl^un, f o mie id^ genau nun erjäl^Ic. 
aKutter, Sl^r framtet fo lange, bie alten ©tüdEc ju fud^en 
Unb ju toö^Icn; nur fpöt toar crft baS Sünbel jufammen, 
?tud^ bcr SBein unb baS SBicr toarb langfam, f orglid^ gcpadfet. 
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Site id^ nun cnbKd^ bor§ 2^or unb auf btc ©trafec l§tnau§Iam, 
Strömte jurüdE bic SKcngc bcr fdwcQtx mit SBcibcm unb 

Zubern 
SKit entgegen; benn fem toax fd^on ber 3^9 bcr SScrtricbnen. 
5 ©d^ncHer l^ielt id^ mid^ brau unb ful^r bel^enbe bcnt S)orf ju, 
SBo ftc, tote id^ flcl^ört, l§eut übcmad^ten unb raften. 
Site id^ nun meinet SS3eg§ bie neue ©traßc l^tnanful^r, 
giel mir ein SBagen ini^ Stugc, bon tüd^tigcn 93äumen gefüget, 
SJon jtoei Od^fen gejogen, ben größten unb ftärfften beS Stu^^ 

10 lanbS, 

Sieben l^er aber ging mit ftarlen ©d^ritten ein SKöbd^en, 
Scnite mit langem Stabe bie beiben gewaltigen Spiere, 
2:rieb fie an unb l^ielt fie jurüdE, fie leitete Ilüglid^. 
3lte mid^ ba§ SKäbd^en erbtidtte, fo trat fte ben 5ßferben ge- 

15 laffen 

Stoiber unb fagte ju mir: 9?id^t immer toat e§ mit unS fo 
3ammert)oII, atö ^l^r un§ l^eut auf bicfen SBegen erbtidet. 

■ Sttod^ md^t bin id^ getool^nt, Dom gtemben bie ®abe ju 

l^eifd^en, 

20 Die er oft ungern gibt, um toS ju werben ben SIrmen; 
aber mid^ bränget bie Slot, ju rebcn. ^ier auf bcm ©trolle 
Siegt bie erft entbunbene grau beg reid^en SJcft^crS, 
3)ie id^ mit Stieren unb SBagen nod^ laum, bie fd^mangre, 

gerettet. 

26 ©pät nur lommen mir nad^, unb laum baS Seben erhielt fte. 
9?un liegt neugeboren bag ^nb il^r nadEenb im ?lrme, 
Unb mit ttjenigem nur Vermögen bie Unfern ju l^elfen, 
SBenn tt)ir im nöd^ftcn J)orf, too tt)ir l^eute ju raften gebenfen, 
Stud^ fie pnben, ttjiemol^t id^ fürd^te, fie finb fd^on Vorüber. 

80 SBäi^gud^ irgenb don Seinwanb nur toa^ entbel^rlid^eiJ, ttjenn 

^ier oui^ ber Siad^barfd^aft feib, fo fpcnbet'S gütig ben 

Firmen. 
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9(tfo \pxa6) fte, unb matt erl^ob ftd^ t)om ©trolle bie bleid^e 
SBöd^nerin, fd^autc nad^ mir; id^ aber fagtc bagcgen: 
®utcn SKcnfd^en fürtoal^r fprid^t oft ein l^immlifd^cr ®eift 

S)a§ fie fül^Icn bie 9?ot, bie bem armen ajruber bcöorftel^t; • 
S)enn fo gab mir bie äRutter im SJorgefül^Ie öon (Surem 
Jammer ein SBünbel, fogteid^ eä ber nadten Slotburft ju 

reid^en» 
Unb id^ löfte bie Shtoten ber ©d^nur unb gab il^r bcn @d^Iaf=^ 

rodE 10 

Unfcr^ SSatcrö bal^in unb gab il^r ipemben unb Seintud^. 
Unb fie ban!te mit greuben unb rief: 3)er ©lüdlid^e glaubt 

nid^t, 
S)ag nod^ SBunber gefd^el^n; benn nur im ®Ienb crlennt man 
®otte§ ^anb unb ginger, ber gute äRenfd^en jum ®uten i« 
Seitet. aSa^ er burd^ ®ud^ an un^ t^ut, tl^u^ er @ud^ fetter! 
Unb id^ fo^ bie SBöd^nerin frol^ bie öerfd^iebcne ßeinmanb, 
Slber befonberö ben toeid^en glanett beS ©d^Iafrodt^ be* 

füllen, 
eilen mir, fagtc ju i^r bie Sungfrau, bem S)orf ju, in 20 

tt)eld^em 
Unfre ©emeine fd^on raftet unb biefe Siad^t burd^ fid^ aufhält; 
S)ort beforg'id^ fogleid^ ba§ SHnberjeug, aße§ unb iebeS. 
Unb fie grüßte mid^ nod^ unb fprad^ ben ^erjlid^ften S)anl 

au^, 26 

!Jrieb bie Dd^fen; ba ging ber SBagen. S^ aber berttjeilte, 
§iett bie 5ßferbe nod^ an; benn Bö^i^fpcilt toar mir im 

^erjen, 
Ob id^ mit eilenben Stoffen ba§ 2)orf erreid^te, bie ©peifen 
Unter ba^ übrige Soll ju fpenben, ober fogleid^ l^ier so 

9ltte§ bem SKäbd^en gäbe, bamit fie e§ tt)ei§Iid^ berteilte. 
Unb id^ entfd^ieb mid^ gleid^ in meinem $erjen unb ful^r il^r 
©ad^te nad^ unb erreid^te fie balb unb fagte bel^enbc: 
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®utc§ 3Käbd^cn, mir l^at bic ERuttcr ttid^t Sctniüanb aHctnc 
Stuf ben SBaöcti gcgeBcn, bamit td^ bcn 9?adEtcn beileibe, 
©onbem fte fügte baju nod^ @petf' unb mond^e§ ©etränie, 
Unb e§ ift mir genug babon im haften be§ SBageng. 
5 SRun bin id^ aber geneigt, aud^ biefe ®aben in beine 
^onb ju legen, unb fo erfütf id^ am tieften ben atuftrog; 
S)u berteilft fie mit ©irin, id^ müßte bem 3wf^tt ge^ ordnen. 
S)rauf öerfe^te ba§ SJRäbd^en: SKit aKer Sreue bermenVid^ 
(Sure ®aben; ber ©ürftige foH fid^ berfelben erfreuen. 

10 9lIfo fprad^ fie. Sd^ öffnete fd^nell bie Saften be§ SBagcng, 
Särad^lc bic ©d&infen l^crbor, bie fd^tüeren, brod^te bie Srotc, 
glafd^en SS3eine§ unb 93ier§, unb reid^f il^r aKe§ unb iebe§. 
®eme l^ätf id^ nod^ mel§r i^r gegeben; bod^ leer mar ber 

Saften. 

15 2)[IIe§ padEte fie brauf ju ber SBöd^nerin güßen unb jog fo 
SBeiter; id^ eilte jurüdf mit meinen ^ßferben ber ©tabt ju. 

Sttö nun ^ermann geenbet, ba na^m ber gefpröd^igc 

9?ad^bar 
®Ieid^ ba§ SBortunb rief: D glüdEIid^, toer in ben Sagen 
20 S)iefcr glud^tunb SSerttjirrung in feinem ^auSnuraUein lebt, 
SBem nid^t grau unb Sinber jur ©eite bange fid^ fd^miegen ! 
®Iüdttid^ fül^Pid^ mid^ {e^t; id^ möd^t^um bietet nid^t l^eutc 
SSater l^eißen unb nid^t für grau unb Sinber beforgt fein. 
Öftere bad^t^d^ mir aud^ fd^on bic glud^t unb l^abc bie beftcn 
26 ©ad^en jufammengepadEt; ba§ alte ®clb unb bic Setten 
SWeiner feiigen SJlutter, ttjobon nod^ nid^t§ berlauft ift. 
greilid^ bliebe nod^ biele§ jurüdE, ba§ fo leidet nid^t gefd^afft 

wirb, 
©ctbft bie Kräuter unb SBurjeln, mit bielem gleiße ge* 
80 fammelt, 

SKißtMd^ ungern, menn aud^ ber SBcrt ber SBare nid^t groß 

ift. 
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öicilit bcr 5JJrot)if or jurficl, f o gcl^' id^ g^tröftct Don ^aufe. 
§ab' iä) bic JBarfd^ajt gerettet unb meinen Sörper, fo f)ab' 

?[tteg gerettet; ber einjelne SRann entfßel^et am teid^tften. 

Slad^bar, berfefete barauf ber junge ^ermann mit Sttad^* 6 

brud, 
Sfeine§tt)egeg benf id^, tt)ie ^l^r, unb table bie Siebe. 
3ft tüol^I ber ein toürbiger SKann, ber im ©lud unb im Un* 

glüd 
©id^ nur allein bebenft unb, Seiben unb gteuben ju teilen, lo 
9?id^t öerfte^et unb nid^t baju oon ^erjen bemegt wirb ? 
Sieber- möd^t id^ al§ \t mid^ l^eute jur ^eirat entfd^Iie^en; 
S)enn man^ gute§ SKäbd^en bebarf be§ fd^ü^enben SKanneS 
Unb ber SRann be§ erl^eitemben SSSeibS, menn il^m Ungliidt 

beöorftelöt. i6 

Söd^elnb fagte barauf ber SJater: @o l^ör'id^ bid^ gerne ! 
@otd^ ein Vernünftige^ SBort l§aft bu mir feiten gefprod^en. 

Slber e^ fiel fogleid^ bie gute SKutter bel^enb ein: 
@oI|n, fürtpa^r, bu l^aft red^t; mir ®ttem gaben baö S5ei* 

fpiel. 20 

S)enn mir l^aben un§ nid^t an fröl^Iid^en 2:agen erttJöl^Iet, 
Unb un§ fnüpfte öielmel^r bie traurigfte ©tunbe jufammen. 
SKontag morgen^ — id^ tt)ei§ e§ genau ; benn 2:age§ t)ox^ 

|er mar 
3ener fd^redHid^e ©raub, ber unfer ©täbtd^en öerjel^rte; 26 
3tt)anjig ^df)vz finb'S nun; e§ mar ein ©onntag mie l^eute, 
^eife unb trodfen bie Qtxi unb menig SBaffer im Orte; 
Sllle Seute maren fpajierenb in feftlid^en SIeibem 
Stuf ben Dörfern Verteilt unb in ben ©d^enlen unb SRül^Icn. 
Unb am (Snbe ber ©tabt begann ba§ geuer. S)er SSranb lief so 
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©iüg bic ©trafen l^inburd^, crjcugcnb ftd^ felbcr bcu 3^9'* 

mittb. 
Unb c§ brannten bic ©d^cuncn ber rcic^gcfammcltcn ©mtc, 
Unb c§ brannten bie ©tragen bi^ jn bem SWarft, nnb baS 
6 ^ani^ toax 

SÄcineS SJater§ l^iemeben berjel^t unb bicfcg jugleicj^ mit. 
SBenig flüd^teten mir. 3^ f^l bie traurige ^laä^t burd^ 
gjor ber ©tabt auf bem ätnger, bie haften unb Säetten be* 

toal^renb; 
10 ^oäi julefet beftet mid^ ber ©d^Iaf, unb aU nun it^ STOorgenS 
Wlxci) bie Sül^tung ertpedte, bie öor ber ©onne l^erabfättt, 
©a)^ id^ ben 8taud^ unb bie ®Iut unb bie f^dfjiim 2Kaucm 

unb ©ffen. 
S)a mar beüemmt mein ^erj; allein bie ©onne ging toicber 
16 ^errlid^er auf afö je unb flößte mir SWut in bie ©eele. 
S)a erl^ob id^ mid^ eilenb. @§ trieb mid^, bie ©tätte ju feigen, 
SBo bie SBol^nung geftanben, unb oi fid^ bie ^ül^ner gerettet, 
S)ie id^ befonberg geliebt; benn linbifd^ toar mein &tmüi 

nod^. 
20 Sltö id^ nun über bie 2:rümmer beg ^aufeg unb $ofei^ bal^er 

ftieg, 
3)ie nod^ raud^ten, unb f o bie SSäol^nung müft unb jerftört fal^, 
ftamft bu jur anbern ©eite l^erauf unb burd^fud^teft bie 

©tätte. 
25 S)ir mar ein 5ßferb in bem ©talle öerfd^üttet; bie glimmcn^s 

ben 95aIIen 
Sagen bariiber unb ©d^utt, unb nid^tg ju fel^n mar bom lierc. 
Älfo ftanben mir gegeneinanber, bebenltid^ unb traurig; 
• S)enn bie SSSanb mar gefallen, bie unfere ^öfe gefd^icben. 
80 Unb bu fafeteft barauf mid^ bei ber $anb an unb fagteft: 
Sieöd^en, mie lommft bu l^ierl^er ? ®t^ meg ! bu berbrenneji 

bie ©Olsten, 
S)enn ber ©d^utt ift l^eife, eS fengt mir bic ftöricrcn ©tiefein. 
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Uttb bu l^obcft miä) auf utib trugft mid^ l^crüBer burd^ 

bcittcn 
$of tocg. 5)0 ftanb noä^ ia^ ^ox bc§ ^aufcl^ mit feinem 

©eiüölbe, 
aSic cS iefet fielet; eS toav affeiti bon allem geblieben. ß 

Unb bu fe^teft mid^ nieber unb fiißteft mid§, unb id^ öerme^rt' 

e§. 
?tter bu fagteft barauf mit freunbüd^ bebeutenben SaSorteni 
@ic]§e, baS ^auä liegt nieber. Sleib' l^ier unb l^ilf mir e§ 

bauen, lo 

Unb id^ l^clfe bagegcn aud§ beinern SJater an feinem. 
S)od^ id^ toerftanb bid^ nid^t, big bu jum Sater bie SRutter 
©d^idfteft unb fd^nell bag ©elübb' ber frö^tid^en e^e boH- 

brad^t toar. 
9?od^ crinnr* id^ mid^ l^eutc be§ l^atböerbrannten ®ebölle0 i6 
grcttbig unb fel^e bie ©onne nod^ immer fo l^errüd^ l^erauf* 

S)cnn mir gab ber 2:ag ben ®tm&fjii, eS l^aben bie erften 
3eiten ber milben 3ctftörung ben ©o^ mir ber 3ugenb 

gegeben. 20 

S)arum Iob'id§ bid^, ^ermann, bafe bu mit reinem SBertrauen 
Slud^ ein SKöbd^en bir ben!ft in biefen traurigen Seiten 
Unb eg magteftr ju frein im Srieg unb über ben 3:rümmern. 

3)a bcrfe^te fogleid^ ber SSater lebl^aft unb fagtc: 
S)ie ®efinnung ift löblid^, unb mal^r ift aud^ bie ©efd^id^te, 26 
SRütterd^en, bie bu erjäl^tft; benn fo ift aUeg begegnet. 
3tber beffcr ift beffer. 5Rid^t einen ieben betrifft e§, 
SInjufangen bon bom fein ganjei^ Seben unb SBefen; 
yixi)t foß ieber fid^ quölen, mie toix unb anbere tl^aten. 
O mie glüdElid^ ift ber, htm 93ater unb SDtutter baS ^aug so 

fd^on 
SBol^IbefteHt übergeben unb ber mit ©ebeil^en e§ auSjiert I 
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aHcr SCnfang ift f d^tücr, am fd^tocrftcn bcr Slnfang bcr SBirt« 

fc^aft. 
aKand^crlci 3)inflc bebarf bcr SRcnfd^, unb attc5 tütrb töglid^ 
Scurcr; ba feiger fici§ bor, bcg ©clbcS ntcl^r ju crtücrbcn. 
» Unb fo l^offtd^ öott bir, mein ^ermann, ba^ bu mir näd^ftcniJ 
3n baiS $au§ bic Sraut mit fd^öncr SRitgift l^ereinfül^rft; 
3)entt ein ttjadcrcr SKann bcrbtcnt ein begüterte^ SRöbd^cn, 
Unb cS bcl^agct fo »ol^t, tocnn mit bcm gcwünfd^tcn 

SBeibd^en 
10 Slud^ in Äörbcn unb Saften bie nüfelid^e ®abe l^ercinlommt. 
9?id^t umfonft bereitet burd^ mand^c Igal^rc bic 3Kuttcr 
SJicte Seinttjanb ber Xod^itt bon feinem unb ftarlem ®e* 

Webe; 
9?id^t umfonft berel^rcn bie ^ßatl^en il^r ©itbergeröte, 
lö Unb ber »ater fonbert im 5ßulte ia^ feltene ©otbfHid; 
®enn fte fott bereinft mit i^ren ©fitem unb ®aben 
3enen Sü^Ö-^i^fl ctfreun, ber fte bor allen txtoöXjjit f)at 
3a, iä) xot\% toit bel^agtid^ ein SBeibd^en im ^aufe fid^ finbet, 
3)ai^ i^r eignet ®erät in Äüd^'unb 3iinmem erlennet 
20 Unb baS »ette fid^ fetbft unb bcn »f (^ ftc^ fetter gcbedt l^at. 
9?ur toofjil au&geftattet möd^fid^ im ^aufe bie SJraut fel^n; 
S)enn bie arme mirb boci§ nur julefet t)om SKanne berad^tet, 
Unb er l^ält fie aU äRagb, bie atö SRagb mit bem SBfinbel 

]§ereinfam. 
26 Ungered^t bleiben bie aWönner, bie 3riten ber Siebe öetgel^cn; 
3o, mein ^ermann, bu »ürbeft mein 2Hter l^öd^üd^ erfreuen, 
aSenn bu mir batb ini^ ^au^ ein ©d^miegertöd^terd^en 

bräd^teft 
8u« ber Siad^borfd^aft l^er, ou8 jenem ©aufc, bem grfinen. 
80 3ieid^ ift beraKannfürmal^r; fein ^anbel unb feine gabrilen 
äRad^en il^n täglid^ reid^er; benn too gewinnt nid^t ber Sauf« 

mann? 
ytwc brei Söd&tcr finb ha; fie teilen allein bog JBermögcn. 
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@d^on ift bie ältfte beftimmt, td^ koeil ed; aber bie itoeite 
SBie bie britte ftnb nod^, unb bieUeid^t nid^t lange, ju l^aben. 
SEBöt^id^ an beiner Statt, id^ l^ätte 6ii^ ie^t nid^t geiaubert, 
&a^ mir ber SKäbd^en gel^oU, fo toie id^ bad SRütterd^en 

forttrug. 6 

S)a berfefete ber ©ol^n befd^ciben bcni bringenbcn SJater: 
SBirttid^r mein SBiffe War anä), tote ©urer, eine ber 3:öd^ter 
Unferd 9?ad^bari^ 5u möl^len. äSir finb iufamnten erlogen, 
©piciten neben bem S5runncn am SKarlt in frül^eren Seiten, 
Unb id^ l^abe fie oft t)or ber ^aben SSilbl^eit befd^ü^et. lo 
2)od^ ba0 ift lange fd^on l^er; e$ bleiben bie mad^fenben 

SRäbd^en 
@nbUd^ btUig ju $aud unb f[ie]^n bie toUberen Spiele. 
SBol^tgejogen finb fte getoife. 3^ gi^fl öud& ju Seiten 
Slod^ an^ alter »elanntfd^aft, fo wie 3^r eiS nriinfd^tet, ]§in* iö 

über; 
Slber id^ lonnte mid^ nie in il^rem Umgang erfreuen. 
S)ennfie tabelten ftetS an mir, bai^ mu^f id§ ertragen: 
®ar iu lang mar mein 9lodC, ju grob bai^ 2:ud^ unb bie Sarbe 
®ar iu gemein unb bie $aare nid^t red^t geftu^t unb ge^ so 

Iröufelt 
(gnbtid^ l^atf id^ im ©inne, mid^ aud^ ju pufeen, tote jene 
^anbetöbübd^en, bie ftet0 am ©onntag brüben fid^ jcigen 
Unb um bie l^albfeiben im ©ommer bai^ Söppd^en fftxum^ 

^ängt. 26 

S(ber nod^ frül^ genug merif id^, fie l^atten mid^ immer jum 

beften; 
Unb baS war mir empftnblid^, mein ©totj war beleibigt; bod^ 

mel^r nod^ 
ffränite mid^'i^ tief, ba§ fo fie ben guten SBitten berfannten, so 
2)en id^ gegen fie ^egte, bef onber^ äJJind^en, bie i&ngfte. 
2)enn fo war id^ jule^t an Oftem l^inübergegangen, 
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^attc bcn neuen SlodE, ber jefet nur oben im ©d^ranl l^ängt, 
Slnöejogen unb mar friftert wie bie übrigen SSurfd^e. 
Sltö id^ eintrat, fid^ertctt fie; i>oä) jog iäj'^ auf mid^ nid^t. 
SRind^en fafe am Slaöier; e^ toar ber SSater jugegen, 

ö ^örte bie Jöd^terd^en fingen unb toar entjüdEt unb in Saune. 
SRand^eS t^erftanb id^ nid^t, maS in ben Siebem gefagt mar; 
Sfber id^ l^örte biet bon Sßamina, biel bon S^amino, 
Unb id^ ttJoKte bod^ aud^ nid^t ftumm fein, ©obalb fie geenbet, 
Sragf id^ bem Ze^it nad^ unb nad^ ben beiben Sßerfonen. 

10 Me fd^tt)iegen barauf unb läd^elten; aber ber SSater 

©agte: ^lidfi tDaffx, mein Steunb, @r fennt nur 9(bam unb 

eba? 
9?iemanb l^ielt fid^ atebann, unb laut auf ladeten bie SKäbd^en, 
Saut auf ladeten bie Änaben, e§ l^ielt ben SSaud^ ftd^ ber Sitte. 

16 gaUen tiefe id^ bcn ^ut bor SSerlegenl^eit, unb bai^ ©efid^er 
dauerte fort unb fort, fobiet fie aud^ fangen unb fpielten. 
Unb id^ eilte befd^ömt unb berbriefelid^ toieber nad^ ^aufe, 
gongte ben 9iodt in ben ©d^ranl unb jog bie §aare ]§erunter 
SKit ben gingem unb fd^tour, nid^t mel^r ju betreten bie 

20 ©d^melle. 

Unb id^ l^atte »ol^I red^t; benn eitel ftnb fie unb liebtoiJ, 
Unb id^ l^öre, no^ l^eife'id^ bei il^nen immer Camino. 

S)a berfefete bie SKutter: S)u foHteft, ^ermann, fo lange 
SRit ben SHnbem nid^t jümen; benn l^nber finb fie ia 
26 fämtlid^. 

SWind^en fürtoal^r ifi gut unb war bir immer gettjogen; 
Keulid^ frogte fie nod^ nad^ bir. 3)ie follteft bu Wölkten. 

a)a berfefete bebenllid^ ber ©ol^n; 3d^ weife nid^t, e0 

prägte 
so 3cncr SBerbrufe fid^ f o tief bei mir ein, id^ möd^te fürwal^r nid^t 
@ie am Sitabiere mel^r fel^n unb il^re Siebd^en bemel^men. 
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Sod^ bcr SSatcr ful^r auf unb fprad^ bic jorntgcn SBortc: 
SBcttig greub' cricbM(^ an bir! 3d^ fagt'cS bod^ immer, 
Site bu ju 5ßfcrbctt nur unb Suft nur bejetgtcft jum ÄdEcr: 
SBai^ ein Shied^t fd^on öerrid^tct bei^ ttjol^ttcgfitertcn 9Kanne§, 
2:i^uft bu; inbeffen mufe bcr SJatcr beS ©ol^neS entbcl^rcn, 5 
S)cr il^m jur ©l^rc boä^ an^ öor anbcren SJürgem ftd^ jcigtc. 
Unb f täufd^tc mid^ frül^ mit leerer Hoffnung bie SKutter, 
SBcnn in ber ©d^ule baiJ Scfcn unb ©d^reiben unb Semen 

bir niemate 
SBic ben anbem gelang unb bu immer ber unterfte fa^eft. 10 
greilid^, ba^ lommt bal^er, menn ©l^rgefül^I nid^t im ©ufcn 
(£ine§ ^ünglingeS lebt, unb menn er nid^t l^öl^er l^inauf toiU. 
^Mt mein SSater geforgt für mid^, fo tt)ie id^ für bid^ i^ai, 
aWid^ jur ©d^ule gefenbet unb mir bie ßel^rer gel^alten, 
3a, i^ ttjäre toa^ anber^ ate SSSirt jum golbcnen Sötten. is 

SIbcr ber ©ol^n ftanb auf unb nal^te fid^ fd^meigenb bcr 

Spre. 
Sangfam unb o^ne ©eröufd^; allein ber SSater, entrüftet, 
SRief i^m nad^: ©0 gel^e nur l^in ! id^ lenne ben 3:rofeIopf. 
©el^'unb fül^rc fortan bie SSSirtfd^aft, baß id^ nid^t f dielte; 20 
Slber beule nur nid^t, bu wottteft ein böurifd^e^ SRäbd^en 
3e mir bringen in§ ^au§ ate ©d^ttjiegertod^ter, bie JruIIe ! 
Sänge l^ab' id^ gelebt unb mei§ mit SRenfd^en ju l^anbeln, 
SBcife JU betoirten bie Ferren unb grauen, ba^ fie jufrieben 
ajon mir toeggel^n; id^ toeife ben gremben gefäßig ju 25 

fd^meid^eln. 
3tber f f oll mir benn anä^ ein ©d^toiegertöd^terd^en enblid^ 
SBiebcrbegcgnen unb f mir bie öiele SKül^e öerfü^en; 
©pielen foll fie mir aud^ ba§ Slaöicr; e§ foßen bie fd^önften, 
SSeften Seute ber ©tabt fid^ mit SSergnügen berfammetn, so 
SaSic cg ©onntagg gcfd^iel^t im ^aufe be§ 5Rad^bar§. S)a brüdEtc 
Seife ber ©ol^n auf bie ^linfe, unb fo bertieß er bic ©tube. 
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^ Sttfo cntmid^ bcr bcfd^cibenc ©ol§n bcr l^cftigctt SRebc; 
?lbcr bcr SJatcr ful^r tu bcr 9lrt fort, mic er begonnen: 
SS3a§ im aKenfd^eu nid^t ift, f ommt auä) nid^t au^ il^m, unb 

fd^ttjcrlid^ 
ö SBirb ntid^ be§ l^erjUd^ften SBunfc^eS ©rfüttung jematö cr^^ 

freuen, 
S)a§ ber ©ol^n bem SJater nid^t gleid^ fei, f onbern ein beftrer. 
S)enn tt)a§ »örc baS $au§, ma^ toärc bic ©tabt, »enn nid^t 

immer 
10 3cbcr gebadete mit Suft, }u erl^atten unb ju erneuen 

Unb ju berbeffcm aud^, toie bic Stit un§ le^rt unb ba§ S!lu§s 

lanb! 
Sott bod^ nid^t ate ein Jßilj bcr 2Kcnfd^ bem SSoben ent* 

toad^fen 
16 Unb bcrfaulen gefd^toinb an bem Pafec, bcr i^n crjcugt l^at, 
fficine ©pur nad^Iaffcnb bon feiner lebenbigen SBirfung. 
©iel^t man am ^aufe bod^ gleid^ fo bcutlid^, toe^ ©inne^ bcr 

$crr fei, 
SBic man ba^ ©töbtd^cn bctrctcnb bic Obrigfciten beurteilt; 
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J)cnn too bic Stürme bcrfattcn unb SRaucrn, too in bcn 

®räbctt 
Unrat fid^ ^öufct unb Unrat anf allen ©äffen l^erumlicgt, 
SBo ber ©tcin auS ber guge fid^ rüdCt unb nid^t micbcr ge* 

fefet mirb, 6 

SBo ber Sallen bcrfault unb bag ^auS bergeblid^ bic neue 
Untcrftü^ung erwartet: ber Ort ift übel regieret. 
S)enn ttjo nid^t immer bon oben bie Orbnung unb ateinüd^* 

feit toirfet, 
2)a gen)ö^et fid^ leidet ber 99ürger ju fd^mu^igem @aumfal, 16 
aSie ber Settier fid^ aud^ an tumpige Kleiber gemöl^net. 
®arum l^abHd^ gemünfd^t, e§ foHe ftd^'^ermann auf Steifen 
S5alb begeben unb fel^n jum ttjenigften Strasburg unb 

granffurt, 
Unb bad freunbltd^e äßannl^etm, ba^ gleid^ unb l^eiter ge:: I6 

baut ift. 
®enn ttjer bie ©täbte gefel^n, bie großen unb reinlid^en, 

ru^t nid^t, 
Sünftig bie SBaterftabt felbft, f Hein fie au(^ fei, ju berjieren. 
Sobt nid^t ber grembe bei un§ bie auSgebefferten 2^ore 20 
Unb ben gemeinten S^urm unb bie mol^Iemeuerte Sird^e? 
atül^mt nid^t jeber baS 5ßf[after? bie mafferreid^en, berbedften, 
SBo^toerteilten Sanäle, bie Siufeen unb ©id^erl^eit bringen, 
®a6 bem geuer fogleid^ beim erften SluSbrud^ gemelkt fei? 
3ft ba§ nid^t alleS gefd^el^n feit jenem fd^redHid^en SBranbe ? 26 
Saul^err tt)ar id^ fed^gmal im 9iat unb ^abe mir SöeifaH, 
^abe mir l^erslid^en ®anf bon guten bürgern berbienet, . 
SBa§ id^ angab, emfig betrieben unb f aud^ bie Slnftalt 
Stebüd^er SKänner öottfül^rt, bie fie unboHenbet berliefeen. 
@o fam enblid^ bie Suft in jebeg 3Kitglieb beS Statei^. so 

Sllle beftreben fid^ jefet, unb fd^on ift ber neue ©i^auffcebau 
geft befd^loffen, ber un^ mit ber großen ©trafee berbinbet. 
Slber id^ fürd^te nur fel^r, fo »irb bie Sugenb nid^t l^anbeln. 
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% 

®etm bie einen, fie benfen anf Suft unb bergängtid^en 5ßu| 

nur; 
Slnbere l^oden ;U ipaud unb brüten l^inter bem Ofen. 
Unb, baS fürd^ i^, ein f otd^er toirb ipermann immer mir 
5 bleiben. 

Unb eiJ berfe^te fogtci^ bie gute, bcrftSnbige SWutter: 
!3[mmer bift bu bod^, SSater, f o ungered^t gegen ben @o]^n ! 

nntr 
©0 ttJtrb am toenigften bir bein SBunfd^ be^ ®uten erfüHet. 

10 2)enntt)ir lönnen bie Sinbernad^ unferm Sinne nid^t formen; 
@o mie ©Ott fie un^ gab, fo mu^ man fte l^aben unb lieben, 
@ic erjiel^en auf§ befte unb iegtid^en laffen geloäl^ren. 
S)enn ber eine l^at bie, bie anberen anbere ®aben; 
3cber braud|t fie, unb jeber ift bod^ nur auf eigene SBeife 

16 ®ut unb glüdtlid^. ^ä) taffe mir meinen ^ermann nid^t 

f dielten; 
S)enn, id^ mei§ e^, er ift ber ®üter, bie er bereinft erbt, 
SBert unb ein treffCid^er SBirt, ein SRufter öürgem unb 

Säuern 

20 Unb im State gett)i§, id^ fel^ e§ borauS, nid^t ber le^te. 
W>tx täglid^ mit Sd^elten unb labeln l^emmft bu ben armen 
?ÜIen 3Kut in ber SBruft, f o ttjie bu e^ l^eute get^n l^aft. 
Unb fie berliefe bie ©tube fogleid^ unb eilte- bem ©ol^n nad^, 
2)a| fie il^n irgenbmo fänb' unb il^n mit gütigen äßorten 

26 aSteber erfreute; benner, bertreffKd^e ©ol^n, er berbient' eS. 

Säd^clnb fagte barauf, fobalb fie i^inweg toar, ber SJater: 
@inb bod^ ein munberlid^ 93oI! bie äßeiber f o mie bie {iinber ! 
Sebe^ lebet fo gern nad^ feinem eignen ©eliebcn, 
Unb man follte l^cmad^ nur immer loben unb ftreid^eln. 
80 @inmal für aKemal gilt bad toa^xt ©prüd^lein ber ^Iten: 
SSer nid^t bortoörti^ gel^t, ber fpmmt }urüdte. @o bleibt e^. 
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Unb ed berfe^te barauf ber 9(pot§efer beböd^tig: 
®cme gcb'id^ cig ju, ^crr SRad^bar, unb fel^c mid^ immer 
©clbft nad^ bcm Scffcrcn um, toofcrn t^ nid^t teuer, bod§ 

neu ift; 
Slber l^ilft cS fürtoal^r, menn man nid^t bie güße be§ ®clb§ 5 

Jl^ötig unb rül^rig }u fein unb innen unb aufeen ju beffem ? 
5Kur JU fel^r ift ber Sürger befd^ränlt; ba§ ®ute i>ermag er 
SRid^t JU erlangen, menn er e§ fennt; ju fd^mad^ ift fein 

Beutel, 10 

5)a§ SebürfniS ju grofe; fo mirb er immer gel^inbert. 
3Kand^e§ l^ätf id^ getl^an; allein mer fd^eut ni^t bie Soften 
©old^er Seränbrung, bef onber§ in biefen gefö^rlid^en Seiten ! 
Sänge ladete mir fd^on mein ^auS im mobifc^en Sleibd^en, 
Sänge glänjten burd^aui^ mit großen ©d^eiben bie genfter; iö 
Slber mer tl^ut bzm Kaufmann e§ nad^, ber bei feinem SJer* 

mögen 
äud^ bie SBege nod^ lennt, auf meldten ba§ Sefte ju l^abcn? 
@e]^t nur bai^ ipaui^ an ba brüben, ba^ neue ! S3ie pröd^tig 

in grünen 20 

gelbem bie ©tudfatur ber meifeen ©d^nörfel fid^ aufnimmt ! 
®rofe ftnb bie tafeln ber genfter; mie glänjen unb fpiegeln 

bie ©d^eiben, 
5)a§ berbunf elt ftel^n bie übrigen ^äufer be^ 9KarIte§ ! 
Unb bod^ toaren bie unfern gleid^ nad^ bem ©raube bie 25 

fd^önften, 
J)ie Stpotl^efe jum Sngel fo mie ber gotbene Söme. 
©0 mar mein ©arten aud^ in ber ganjen ®egenb berühmt, unb 
Seber 8teifenbe flanb unb fal^ burd^ bie roten ©tadfeten 
9?ad^ ben Settlem öon ©tein unb nad^ ben farbigen Qtozv^tn. so 
SBem id^ ben Saffee batm gar in bem l^errüd^en ©rottenmerf 

reid^te, 
^a^ nun freilid^ berftaubt unb l^alb Verfallen mir bajiel^t, 
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®er erfreute fid§ l^od^ bcS farbig fd^immemben Zx6)M 
©d^ött gcorbneter SWufd^eln; unb mit geblenbetem Slugc 
©d^aute ber Senner fettft ben ©leiglanj unb bie SoraHen. 
eben fo marb in bem ©aale bie SRalerei auäf bemunbert, 
5 SBo bie gepufeten Ferren unb ©amen im ©arten fpajiercn 
Unb mit fpi^igen Sitigem bie SJIumen reid^en unb l^alten. 
Sa, n)cr fä^e ba^ jefet nur nod^ an ! !3[d^ gel^c berbrie^lid^ 
S'aum mel^r l^inauS; benn aßeS foH anberS fein unb ge* 

fd^madEboII, 

10 SBie fie'S l^cigcn, unb toci^ bie Satten unb l^ötjemen 95änfe; 
Sllle§ ift einfad^ unb glatt; ntd^t ©d^ni^mer! ober SSergolbung 
SBiß man mel^r, unb e§ f oftct ba§ frembe ipolj nun am meiften. 
9?un, id^ toäi^eS jufrieben, mir aud^ ttjaS 9?eue§ ju fd^affen, 
Slud^ JU ge^ mit ber Stxt unb oft ju beränbem \>tn ^auSrat; 

lö Stber e^ fürd^tet fid^ jeber, aud^ nur ju rüdCen bai^ Sleinfte. 
®enn »er bermöd^te mol^l jefet bie Slrbeit^Ieute ju jal^Icn? 
Steulid^ fam mir'g in ©inn, ben ©ngel SRid^aet toieber, 
Ser mir bie Dffijin bejeid^net, öergotben ju taffen, 
Unb ben gröutid^en ©rad^en, ber il^m ju güfeen fid^ minbct; 

20 Slber id^ ließ il^n berbräunt, toie er ifi; mid^ fd^redtc bie 

gorbrunft 
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üittter imb Soiti« 

Älfo fprad^cn btc SRänner ftd^ untcrl^attcnb. ®ic SDiuttcr 
Sing inbcffcn, bcn ©ol^n crft öor bem §aufc ju fud^cn, 
Stuf bcr ftcincmcn Sauf, too fein gctDö^ntid^er ©ife toav. 
ate fic bafclbft il^n nid^t fanb, fo ging ftc im ©taHc ju 

fd^auen, 6 

06 er bie l^errltd^en Sßferbe, bie ^engfte, fetber beforgtc, 
2)te er ate gol^leti gelauft unb bie er niemanb öcrtrautc. 
Unb eS fagte ber Sncd^t: ©r ift in bcn ©arten gegangen. 
S)a burd^fd^ritt fie bel^enbe bie langen, boppelten ^öfe, 
Sie§ bie ©tätte jurüdC unb bie mol^lgejimmerten ©d^eunen, lo 
Irat in ben ©arten, ber meit bi§ an bie SRauem be§ 

©täbtd^en§ 
ateid^te, fd^ritt il^n l^inburd^ unb freute ftd^ jegüd^eg SBad^S=: 

tum§, 
©teilte bie ©tilgen jured^t, auf benen belaben bie älfte lö 

SRul^ten be^ SlpfetbaumS, tt)ie be§ Simbaumg laftenbe 

3laffm gleid^ einige SRoupen bom Iröftig ftrofeenben föol^I 

toeg; 
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2)cttn ein gcfd^äfttgcg SBcib tl^ut Ictnc ©d^rittc öcrgcbetig. 
2llf ttjar ftc an§ @nbc bc^ langen ©artend gcf ommcn 
S5i^ jur Saubc mit ©ei^btatt bcbcdft; nid^t fanb fic bcn ©ol^n 

ha, 

6 (gbcn fo toenig alS fte bi§ jefet il^n im ®artcn erbtidfte. 
Stber nur angelegt mar bag 5JJförtci^cn, ba§ au§ ber Saube 
SluS befonberer ®unft burd^ bic Sttauer beg ©täbtd^enä ge=* 

brod^en 
■^Ä^^atte ber St^nl^crr einft, ber mürbige Surgemeifter. 

10 ttnb fo ging jte bequem ben trodfenen Oraben l^inüber, 
aSo an ber ©tra^e fogleid^ ber mol^Iumjäunete SBeinberg 
äufftieg fteileren 5JJfab^, bie gläd^e jur ©onne gelel^ret. 
9lud^ ben f d^ritt fie l^inauf unb freute ber güHe ber Trauben 
@id^ im ©teigeUr bie faum ftd^ unter ben Slättem berbargen. 

16 ©d^ottig mar unb bebedft ber ^o^t mittlere Saubgang, 
J)en man auf ©tufen erftieg bon unbel^auenen ?ßlatten. 
Unb t^ l^ingen l^erein Outebel unb SKuSlateHer, 
SRöttid^ blaue baneben \)on ganj befonberer ®rö§e, 
Me mit gleite gepffanjt, ber ®äfte Siad^tifd^ ju jieren. 

20 aber ben übrigen 95erg bebed!ten einjelne ©tödfe, 

kleinere Irauben tragenb, bon benen ber löftlid^e SBein 

fommt. 
9öfo fd^ritt fie hinauf, fid^ fd^on be§ iperbfte^ erfreue^b 
Unb be§ feftlid^en lagi^, an bem bie ®egenb im Subel 

26 Trauben liefet unb tritt unb ben 9Koft in bie gäffer ber^* ^ 

fammelt, rr 

geuermerle bei^ Slbenb^ bon allen Orten unb ©nben 
Sendeten unb fnaHen unb f o ber ®tnkn fd^önfte geeiert mirb. 
3)od^ unrul^igcr ging fie, nad^bem fie. bem ©o^ne gerufen 

80 3meis oud§ brcimal, unb nur ba§ (Sä^o bielfod^ jurüdflam, 
S)aS öott bcn Stürmen ber ©tabt, ein fel^r gefd^mftfcigeS, 

l^erflang. 
3^ }u fu(^en, mor il^r fo fremb; er entfernte fid§ niemote 
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SScit, er fagt^ei^ i^r bcnn, um ju öcrl^ütcn bic @orgc 
©einer Uebenben äRutter unb tl^re gurd^t t)or bcm Unfall. 
Slber fic l^offte nod^ flet^, x^n bod^ auf bcm SBcge ju finben; 
^tnn bie I^üren, bie untre, f ott)ie bic obre be§ SBeinberg^ 
©tanbctt flletd^faßS offen. Unb f o nun trat fic in§ gelb ein, ö 
®a§ mit tt)eiter gläd^c h^n 9iü(fen be§ ^ügetö bebedte. 
!3mmer noc^ toanbeltc fic auf eigenem S5oben unb freute 
®\äj ber eigenen ©aat unb be§ ^errltd^ ntdfenben fiomcö, 
3)a§ mit golbcner ^aft fid^ im ganjcn gelbe bettjcgtc. 
3tt)ifd^en ben äldEcm fd^ritt fic l^inburd^ auf bem 3tatne ben lo 

gufepfab, 
^atte ben ^Birnbaum im Sluge, ben großen, ber auf bem 

pgel 
©tanb, bie ®renjc ber gelber, bie il^rem $aufe gel^örten. 
SBer il^n gepflauät, man lonnt' e§ nid^t tt)iffen. ®r toar in 10 

ber ®egenb 
SBeit unb breit gefel^n unb berül^mt bie grüd^te be§ Säumet. 
Unter il^m pflegten bie ©d^nitter be§ SKal^te fid^ ju freuen 

am SRtttag 
Unb bie Wirten bc§ SSiel^S in feinem ©d^atten ju »arten; 20 
Säule fanben fic ba öon rollen Steinen unb Stafen. 
Unb fie irrete nid^t; bort fa§ i^r ^ermann unb rul^te, 
Safe mit bcm Slrme geftü^t unb fd^ien in bic ®egenb }u 

fd^auen 
Senfeit^ nad^ bem Oebirg; er leierte ber 3Kutter htn afiüdten. 25 
©ad^te fd^Ii(| fie l^inan unb rül^rt' il^m leife bie ©^ulter. 
Unb er toanbte fid^ fd^nett; ba \a^ fie i^m 2^§rönen im Stuge. 

SRutter, f agt' er betroffen, 3^^ überraf d^t mid^ ! Unb eilig 
2:rodtnet' er ai bic 2:i^räne, ber Siii^S^i^fl ^blcn ©cfül^IeS. 
SBie? bu loeineft, mein ©ol^n? öerfefetc bie aKutter be^ so 

troffen. 
3)aran fenn'id^ bid^ nid^t; id^ l^abc ba§ niemaö crfal^rcn. 
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©ag'r toag bcKemmt btr ba§ ^crj ? ma§ treibt bid§, einfam 

ju fifecn 
Unter bem Simbaum l^ier? toa§ bringt bir 2:i§rönett tn§ 

Sluge? 

5 Unb e§ nal^m ftd^ jufammen ber trefflid^c Süngting unb 

fagte: 
SBal^rlid^, bent ift fein ^erj int eisernen 93ufen, ber iefeo 
SRid^t bie 3tot ber SRenfd^en, ber umgetriebnen, empftnbet; 
2)em ift fein ©inn in bem Raupte, ber nid^t um fein eigene^ 

10 SBo^I ftd^ 

Unb um beg SJaterlanbS SBol^I in biefen lagen befümmert. 
SBaS id^ l^eute gefel^n unb gel^ört, ba§ rü'^rte ba§ ^erj mir; 
Unb nun ging id^ ]^erau§ unb fal^ bie l^errtid^e, tt)eite 
Sanbfd^aft, bie ftd^ öor un§ in frud^tbaren $ügeln uml^er 

lö fd^Iingt, 

®af) bie golbenc grud^t ben ©arben entgegen fid^ neigen 
Unb ein reid^Iid^eS Dbft un§ t)otte Stammem t)erfpred§en. 
Aber, aäj ! toie naf) ift ber geinb ! 5)ie gluten be§ 8t:^eine^ 
©d^ü^en un§ jmar; bod^, aä)\ n)a§ finb nun gluten unb 

20 Serge 

Senem fd^redHid^en SJoIfe. ba§ tt)ie ein ©emitter bol^erjiel^t ! 
S)enn fte rufen jufammen au§ allen ßnben bie S^Ö^^b 
SBie ba§ Sitter unb bringen gemattig öor, unb bie SKenge 
©d^eut ben Job nid^t; e§ bringt gleid^ nad^ ber ERenge bie 

26 3J?'*-nge. 

Äd^! unb ein ©eutfd^er magt, in feinem $aufe ju bleiben? 
^offt öietteid^t ju entgelten bem alle§ bebrol^enben Unfall? 
Siebe SRutter, id^ fag'Sud^, am l^eutigen 2:age öerbriegt mid^, 
2)0^ man mid^ neulid^ entfd^ulbigt, al^ man bie ©treitenben 

80 au^Ia^ 

SuiJ ben ©urgent, gürmal^r, id^ bin ber einjige ©ol^n nur, 
Unb bie SBirtfd^aft ift grofe unb ttjid^tig unfer ©cwerbe; 
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9l6er mör'id^ nid^t bcffcr, ju wibcrftcl^cn ia bomc 

2ln ber ®rcnjc, al§ l^icr ju crtoartcn ©Icnb unb Sncd^tfd^aft ? 

3a, mir l^at c^ ber ®cift flefagt, unb im inncrftcn 95ufcn 

Sficgt fid^ 3Rut unb Segier, bcm SSatcrlanbc ju leben 

Unb JU ftcrben unb anbem ein ttJürbigeS SBeifpiel ju geben. 5 

SBa^rlid^, toäre bie Äxaft ber beutfd^en ^iiflCttb beifammen 

2ln ber ©renje, berbünbet, nid^t nad^jugcben ben gremben, 

0, fie foHten un§ nid^t ben l^errüd^cn Soben betreten 

Unb öor unferen ?lugen bie grüd^te bcS Sanbeö berjel^ren, 

SRtd^t ben SRännem gebieten unb rauben SBeiber unb 10 

äRäbc^en I 
©el^et, SRutter, mir ift im ticfften $er jen befd^loffen 
Salb JU ll^un unb gleid^, mag red^t mir beud^t unb öerftönbig; 
®enn tt)er lange bebenft, ber toöl^tt nid^t immer baS Scfte. 
©el^et, id^ tt)erbe nid^t lieber nad^ ^ciufe leieren; öon l^ier 15 

au§ 
@tffxä) gerab'in bie ©tabt unb übergebe ben Negern 
®iefen 3lrm unb bie§ ^erj, bem SSaterlanbe ju bienen. 
©age ber SSater aBbann, ob nid^t ber (Sl^re ©efii^l mir 
?lud^ btn Sufen belebt unb ob xä) nid^t l^öl^er l^inauf tt)iff ! 20 

®a berfe^te bebeutenb bie gute, öerftänbigc SKutter, 
©tille 2^ränen öergie^enb, fie famen i^r leid^tlid^ in§ Singe: 
©ol^n, tt)a§ l^al fid^ in bir öeränbert unb beinem ®emüte, 
®a^ bu JU beiner SRutter nid^t rebeft tt)ie geftem unb immer, 
Offen unb frei, unb fagft, tt)a§ beinen SBünfd^en gemäfe ift ? 25 
§örte iefet ein britter bid^ reben, er mürbe fürmal^r bid^ 
^öd^lid^ loben unb beinen ®ntfd^lufe ate ben ebelftcn preifen, 
S)urd^ bein SBort öerfü^rt unb beine bebeutenben Sfteben, 
^0^ iä) table bid^ nur; benn fiel^, id^ fenne bid^ beffer: 
®u berbirgft bein §erj unb l^aft ganj anbre ®ebanfen. so 

®enn id^ mei§ e§, bid^ ruft nid^t bie Srommel, nid^t bie 

Jrompete, 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ermannunbjporot^ea. 83 

Slid^t bcgcl^rft bu ju fd^cincti in bcr SRontur t>ox bcn 

SRöbd^cn; 
2)enn eS ift beine S3eftimntungr fo toadtx unb brab bu aud^ 

f onft bift, 
5 äßol^I 5u t^emal^ren baS $au^ unb ftiQe ba^ Selb ju be^ 

forgcn. 
S)arum fagc mir frei: tt)a§ bringt bid^ ju bicfcr Sntfd^Iic^ung ? 

©rnft^ft fagtc bcr ©o^n: ^l^r irret, SKutter. (£in Sag iji 
9?id^t bem anbercn gleid^. S)er Sü^flü^fl reifet jum SRanne; 

10 Seffcr im ftillen reift er jur 2:i§at oft, ate im ©eräufd^e 
SBitben, fc^manfenben ßebenS, ba§ mand^en Süngting ber* 

berbt ^at 
Unb fo ftill id^ aud^ bin unb toar, f o l^at in ber SJruft mir 
©od^ fid^ gebilbet ein §erj, ba§ Unred^t l^affet unb UnbiH, 

15 Unb id^ berftel^e red^t gut, bie tt)eltlid^en J)inge ju fonbem; 
Slud^ ifat bie Slrbeit ben Slrm unb bie güfee möd^tig ge* 

ftörfet. 
Stßei^, fül^f id^, ift tt)a^r; id^ barf e§ lül^nlid^ bel^oujiten. 
Unb bod^ tabelt ^^x mid^ mit 8ted^t, o SWutter, unb l^abt mid§ 

20 Stuf l^albtoal^ren SBorten ertappt unb l^alber SSerftettung. 
3)cnn, geftel^Hd^ e§ nur, nid^t ruft bie nal^e ©efal^r mid§ 
?(u§ bem ^aufe be§ SSater^ unb nid^t ber ^of)t ®ebanle, 
SKeinem SSaterlanb l^ilfreid^ ju fein unb f d^redflid^ bcn geinben. 
SBorte maren e§ nur, bie id^ fprad^, ftc fottten bor @ud^ nur 

25 3Reine ©efül^Ie berftedfen, bie mir ba§ iperj jerrei^en. 
Unb fo lafet mid^, o SRutter ! S)enn ba id^ bergeblid^e SBünfd^c 
$ege im SJufen, f o mag aud| mein Seben bergeblid^ ba^in gcl^n. 
®eun id^ meife e§ red^t tocifjh ber cinjelne fd^abet fid^ felbcr, 
S)er fid^ l^ingibt, toenn fid^ nid^t alle jum ®anjen beftreben. 

so Safyre nur fort, fo fagte barauf bie berftönbige SKutter, 
StHei^ mir JU erjäl^Ien, baS ®rö§te tt)ie bai^ ®eringfte; 
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S)cnn bic SWänncr finb l^cftig unb bcnicn nur immer baiJ 

Scfctc, 
Unb bic ^inbcmiS treibt bic l^cftigcn leidet bon bcm SBegc; 
Sber ein SBcib tft gef d^idt, auf SRittel ju bcnf cn, unb toanbclt 
?lud^ bcn Umtocg, gefd^tdt ju il^rcm S^^^ ä" gelangen. £ 
©oge mir aHeS bal^er, marum bu f o l^eftig bewegt bift, 
SBie id^ bid^ niematö gefel^n, unb bad 99Iut bir toaUt in ben 

Slbcm, 
SBiber SBitten bie ^xdnt bem Sluge fid^ bringt ju cntftürjen. -^ 

J)a überließ fid^ bem ©d^merje ber gute Jüngling unb lo 

toeinte, 
SBeinte taut an ber ©ruft ber SKutter unb fprad^ fo erweid^et: 
SBal^rlid^r bed 93ater§ SBort ^at l^eute mtd| Irönlenb ge^: 

troffen, 
3)ad id^ ttiematö berbient, nid^t l^eut unb leinen ber Siage. 15 
^tnn bie ©Item ju eieren war frül^ mein ßiebfte^, unb nie« 

manb 
©d^ien'mir Hüger ju fein unb weifer, alg bie mid^ erjeugten 
Unb mit ®mft mir in bunleler 3^it ber Sinbl^eit geboten. 
S3ielei^ l^atf id§ fürwal^r 'oon meinen ®efpielen gebulbet, 20 

SBenn fie mit Süd^e mir oft ben guten SBiHen bergatten, 
Oftmatt l^atfid^ an i^nen nid^t SSJurf nod^ ©treidle gerod^en; 
?lber fpotteten ftc mir ben Sater au§, wenn er ©onntagS 
SluiJ ber Sird^e lam mit würbig beböd^tigem ©d^ritte, 
ßad^ten fie über ba§ Sanb ber SRü^e, bie Slumen beg 26 

©d^Iafrod^i^, 
®en er fo ftattlid^ trug unb ber erft i^eute öerfd^enlt warb: j^^ 

gürd^terlid^ ballte ftd^ gteid^ bie Sauft mir, mit grimmigem - , 

SSüten ^y^ 

Siel id^ fie an unb f d^Iug unb traf mit blinbem SBegi^en, so ^ "^ 
Ol^ne JU feigen, wol^in; fie l^eulten mit blutigen ^a^n J/ ^ 

Unb entriffen fid^ f aum ben wütcnben dritten unb Sd^Iögcn. 
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Ünb fo toud^S id^ l^eran, um biet bom SSatcr ju tmlbcn, 
S)cr ftatt anbetet mxd) gat oft mit SBotten l^etum nal^m, 
SBcnn bei atat il^m SSetbtu^ in ber Icfetctt ©ifeung cttegt 

toatb; 
ö Unb id) büßte ben ©tteit itnb bte 9iänlc feinet Sottegen. 
Oftmals l^abt 3l^t mid^ felbft bebauett; benti bicIeS ctttug id^, 
®ttt^ in ®cbanfcn bct ©Itctn Don ^etjen ju cl^tenbc SBo^I* 

t^at, 
S)ie nut finncn, füt nn§ ju meldten bie ^ab' unb bie ®iltet, 
10 Unb fid^ felbet SRand^eS cntjiel^n, um ju fpaten ben StHnbetn. 
Slbet, aä) ! nid^t ba§ ©paten aHein, um fpdt ju genießen, 
SKad^t bag ®lüdE, eS mad^t nid^t ba§ ®IüdC bct ipaufc beim 

Raufen, 
JRid^t bet Sldtet am ?lcfet, f o fd^ön fid^ bie ®ütet aud^ fd^ticßen, 
lö ^tnn bet Sätet tt)itb alt, unb mit il^m altetn bie ©öl^nc 
Ol^ne bie gteube be§ Xa^^ unb mit bet ©otge föt motgen. 
©agt mit unb fd^auet l^inab, tt)ie l^ettlid^ liegen bie fd^önen, 
JReid^en ®ebteite nid^t ba unb unten SBeinbetg unb ®ötten, 
3)ott bie ©d^eunen unb Stalle, bie fd^öne Weilte bet ®ütet; 
20 Slbet fel^' id^ bann bott baS ^intetl^aui^, mo an bem ®iebel 
©id^ ba§ Senftet un§ jeigt bon meinem ©tübd^en im ^aijt, 
©enf id^ bie Seiten jutüdf, ttnc mand^e 9?ad^t id^ ben SRonb 

f(^on 
3)ott etmattet unb fd^on fo mand^en 3Kotgen bie ©onne, 
26 SBenn bet gefunbe ©d^Iaf mit nut tt)enige ©tunben genügte, 
Sld^ ! ia lommt mit fo einfam bot tt)ie bie Sammet bet $of 

unb 
®atten, ba§ l^ettlid^e gelb, baS übet bie ^figel ftd^ l^infttedEt; 
SOIeg liegt fo öbe bot mit: id^ entbel^te bet ®altin. 

80 3)a anttt)ottete btauf bie gute 9Kuttet betftSnbig: 

©ol^n, mel^t »ünfd^eft bu nid^t bie Staut in bie kommet ju 

füllten, 
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%>a% bir tocrbc bic Slad^t }ur fd^önen ^ölftc bci^ Scbcn«, 
Unb bic Slrbctt bc^ Jag^ bir freier unb eigener toerbe, 
«te ber SSater cS »finfd^t unb bie SKutter. SBir l^abcn bir 

immer 
Sugerebet, ia bid^ getrieben, ein Sttäbd^en ju toäl^Ien. ö 

8l6er mir ift eS befannt, unb je^o fagt e§ ba^ ^erj mir: 
SBcnn bie ©tunbe nid^t lommt, bie redete, »enn nid^t baS 

redete 
SRäbd^en jur ©tunbe fid^ geigt, fo bleibt ba3 SBöi^len im 

»eiten, lo 

Unb eS totrfet bie gurd^t, bie fatfd^e ju greifen, am meiften. 
@ott xäf bir fagen, mein ©ol^n, fo l^aft bn, id§ glaube, ge^* 

»ä^Iet; 
S)enn bein iperj ift getroffen unb mel^r ate getoöl^nlid^ cm* 

pfinblid^. 15 

©ag'eS gerab'nur l^eraug, benn mir fd^on fagt e§ bie ©eele: 
3ene§ SWftbd^en ift^S, ba^ Vertriebene, bie bu getoöl^lt l^aft. 



Siebe SRutter, 3^r fagt'i^! bcrfefete lebl^aft ber ©ol^n 

brauf. 
3a, ftc ift'iJ, unb fül^r^ id^ fie nid^t atö SJraut mir nad^ 20 

§aufe 
ipeute nod^, giel^et fte fort, t^erfd^minbet bieUeid^t mir auf 

immer 
3n ber SSerttjirrung beS Sfrieg^ unb im traurigen $in* unb 

^erjiel^n: 25 

SRutter, ctoig umfonft gcbeil^t mir bie reid^e SBcfi^ung 
Dann bor äugen, umfonft finb lünftigc ^a^xt mir frud^t* 

bar. 
3a, baS gctool^nte §au3 unb ber ©arten ift mir jutoiber; 
Äd^ ! unb bie Siebe ber STOutter, fie felbft nid^t tröftct ben so 

Slrmen. 
®enn t» löfet bic Siebe, ba8 fül^f ic^, jegtid^e »anbe, 
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SBcnn fte bie il^rigcn fnüpft; unb ni^t ba^ 2)labd|cn allein 

im 

SSater unb SKuttct jurütf, »cnn pe bcm crtpäl^Ictcn SKann 

ö 2luci^ bcr Süngling, er toeiß nid^t^ miffx t>on 3Kutter unb 

»ater, 
SBenn er ba§ SKäbd^en fielet, baS einjiggeliebtc, bobon jtel^n. 
5)arum laffet mid^ gel^n, toof)\n bie SSerätDciflung mic^ an* 

treibt. 
10 Denn mein SJater, er l^at bie cntf d^eibenben SBorte gefprod^en, 
Unb fein $aug ift nid^t mel^r ba§ meine, toenn er ba^ 

Slu^fd^Iie^t, bad id^ aQein nad^ ^au^ ju fül^ren begel^re. 

S)a berfefete bel^enb bie gute, öerftänbige TOutter: 

16 ©teilen tok gelfen bod^ jtoei SRänner gegen einanber ! 
Unbemegt unb ftotj toid leiner bem anbem fid^ nähern, 
Seiner jum guten SBorte, bem erften, bie S^^Q^ belegen. 
S)arum fag id^ bir, ©ol^n: nod^ lebt bie Hoffnung in meinem 
^erjen, baß er fie bir, menn fie gut unb brat) ift, berlobe, 

20 Dbgleid^ arm, fo entfd^ieben er aud^ bie Slrme öcrfagt f^at 
3)enn er rebet gar mand^c§ in feiner l^eftigen ärt auö, 
2)a§ er bod^ nid^t Vollbringt; fo gibt er aud^ ju bai^ ä^er^^ 

fagte. 
Silber ein guteS SBort Verlangt er unb fann t^ Verlangen; 

25 2)cnn er ift SSater! Stud& toiffen »ir ttjol^l, fein Qovn ift 

nad| 2:ifd§e, 
SBo er l^eftiger fprid^t unb anberer ®rünbe bejmeifelt, 
9?ie bebeutenb; e^ regt ber SBein bann ieglid^e fi^aft auf 
iScine? l^eftigen SBottcn^ unb lä^t il^n bie SBorte ber anbem 

80 Slid^t Vemel^men, er l^ört unb fül^tt atteine fxä) felber. 
Slber eg lommt ber Slbcnb l^eran, unb bie Vielen ©efpröd^e 
©inb nun jmifd^en il^m unb feinen greunben gemed^felt: 
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SRilbcr ift er \&xtoa% td^ tocife, mcrai ba^ 9iöufd^d^cn borbei 

ift 
Unb er ia^ Unrcd^t fnf)it, ba^ er anbcrcn lebl^aft crjetgtc. 
Somm ! toir »agcn c§ gletd^; ba§ grifd^getoagtc gerät nur, 
Unb »tr bebürfen bcr fjteunbc, bte jefeo bei i^m noä) ber* 6 

fantmelt 
©ifeen; befonberS tt)trb unS ber tofirbigc ©eiftltd^e l^elfen. 

?tIfo fprati^ fie bel^enbe unb jog bom (Steine fid^ l^ebcnb 
9fud^ t)om @i^e ben ©ol^n, ben miliig folgenbcn. 95eibe 
tarnen fd^meigenb l^erunter, ben tpid^tigen SBorfa^ bebenlenb. lo 
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Set IBeltIttrsft. 

Slber eS fagen btc brci nod^ immer fpred^cnb jufammcn, 
3Ktt bcm flctftttd^en ^erm ber Slpotl^clcr beim ^irte; 
Unb c§ toax ba§ (Sefpröd^ tiod^ immer ebenba^fetbe, 
®ag öiel ]^in unb l^er tiad^ aßen Seiten geführt tt)arb. 
6 Slber ber trefflid^e Pfarrer öerfcfetc, mürbig flefinnt, brauf : 
aSiberfpred^en tt)itt id^ ®ud^ nid^t. ^ä) toei^ eg, ber äRenfd^ 

foH 
Smmer ftreben jum 95ef{em; unb, mie mir feigen, er ftrebt aud^ 
3mmer bem ^öl^eren nad^, jum toeniaften fud^t er bag Sleue. 
10 aber gel^t nid^t ju toeit ! S)enn neben biefen Oefül^Ien 
®ab bie SRatur unS auc^ bie Suft, ju öerl^arren im 9llten 
JXnb ftd^ beffen ju freun, tt)a§ ieber lange gemol^nt ift. 
^^ Uütt Buft^iiLift gut, ber natürlid^ ift unb Vernünftig. 
^^ SSieleg tounfd^t fid^ ber äRenfc^, unb bod^ bebarf er nur »enig; 
16 S)enn bie iage finb hirj unb befc^rönlt ber ©terblid^en 

©d^idEfai. 
Stiematö tabr i^ ben äRann, ber immer tl^ätig unb raftloiS 
Umgetrieben baS äReer unb oBe ©trafen ber ®rbe 
SKll^n unb emfig befäl^rt unb fid^ be§ Octoinnei^ erfreuet, 

39 
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SBcId^er \\ä) rctd^Iid^ um tl^n unb um bie ©einen l^erum l^öuft; 
Slber jener ift auc^ mir mert, ber ruhige 95ürger, 
®er fein böterüd^ ®rbc mit ftiHen Schritten umgel^et 
Unb bie ®rbe beforgt, fo tt)ie eg bie ©tunben gebieten. 
SRic^t öerönbert fid^ il^m in jebcm S^^re ber S5oben, 6 

SRic^t ftredt eilig ber Saum, ber neugepflanjte, bie Slrme 
®cgen ben §immel auS, mit reid^Iid^en tBIüten gejieret. 
3?ein» ber SKann bebarf ber ®ebulb; er bebarf aud^ be§ 

reinen, 
Qfmmer gleid^en, rul^igen ©inn§ unb beS graben SSerftanbe§. lo 
2)enn nur tt)enige ©amen bertrout er ber näl^renben @rbe, 
SBenige Spiere nur öerftel^t er mel^renb ju jiel^en; 
S)enn ba§ SRü^Iid^e bleibt aHein fein ganjer ©ebanle. 
®lüdl\6), tt)cm bie Statur ein fo geftimmteS Oemüt gab ! 
®r emäl^ret un§ alle. Unb §cil bcm Sürger beg Heincn 10 
©täbtd^enS, »eld^er länblid^ ®en)erb mit 93ürgcrgett)erb paart ! 
Sluf il^m liegt nid^t ber ®rudC, ber ängftlid^ ben Sanbmann 

befd^ränfet; 
^^n bermirrt nid^t bie ©orge ber bietbegel^renben ©täbter, 
S)ie bem Sleid^eren ftet§ unb bem ^ö^^eren, »enig bermögcnb, 20 
Stad^juftreben gen)o]^nt finb, befonberä bie SBeiber unb 

SKäbd^en. 
©egnet immer barum be§ ©ol^ne§ rul^ig SJemül^en 
Unb bie ®attin, bie einft er, bie gteid^gefinnte, fid^ n)ä]^Iet. 

Sllfo fprac^ er. SS trat bie SWutter jugleid^ mit bem 25 

©ol^n ein, 
gfii^renb il^n bei ber §anb unb öor ben ®atten il^n fteHenb. 
SSater, fprad§ fie, tt)ie oft gebadeten tt)ir unter einanber 
©d^toa^enb beS fröl^Iic^en 2^og§, ber lommen toürbe, tt)enn 

fünftig 30 

^ermann feine Sraut fid^ erttJöl^Ienb un§ enblid^ erfreute ! ^ 
§in unb mieber badeten mir ba; balb biefe§, balb jeneS ^ 
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SKäbd^cn bcftimmten n)tr il^m mit eltcrüd^cm ®efd^n)ä^c. 

3lun ift er lommen, ber Jag; nun l^at bic 95raut il^m ber 

§immcl 

^crgefül^rt unb gcjcigt, cS l^at fein §er j nun cntfd^icben. 
5 ©agten tt)ir bamalg nid^t immer, er f oKe fetber fid^ mälzten ? 

SBünfd^teft bu nid^t nod^ bor^in, er möd^te l^eiter unb lebl^aft 

gür ein SKöbd^en empfinben ? SRun ift bie ©tunbe gelommen ! 

3a, er l^at gefül^It unb gettJöl^It unb ift männlid^ entfd^ieben. 

SeneS 2Wäbd^en ift'§, bie frembe, bie il^m begegnet. 
10 ®ib fie il^m ! ober er bteibt, f o fd^tour er, im lebigen ©tanbe. 

Unb e^ fagte ber ©ol^n: S)ie gebt mir, SSater! 2Wein 

©erjl^at 
Stein unb fidler gemäl^It; ®ud^ ift fie bie toürbigfte 2:od^ter. 

Slber ber SSater fd^toieg. 5)a ftanb ber Oeiftlid^e fd^neU auf, 

lö SRa^m ba§ SBort unb fprac^: 3)er 9lugenbIidC nur entfd^eibet 

Über ba§ Seben beS SKenfd^en unb über fein ganjeö ®efd^idCe ; 

ffienn nad^ langer SJeratl^ung ift bod§ ein jeber (£ntfd^tu§ nur 

SBerf beS 3Woment§, e§ ergreift bod^ nur ber SSerftänb'ge 

ba§ Siedete. 
20 Smmer gefäl^rtid^er ifi'g, beim SBäl^Ien biefeg unb jeneS 
Kebenl^er ju bebenfen unb fo ba§ ©efiil^l ju bertoirren. 
{Rein ift ^ermann, ic^ lentf il^n bon Sugenb auf, unb er 

ftredCte 
(Sd^on aU ^abe bie ^änbe nid^t aud nad^ biefem unb 
25 iencm; 

SBa§ er. begel^rte, ba§ toax il^m gemä§; fo l^ielt er eS feft aud^. 
©eib nid^t fd^eu unb bertounbert, ba| nun auf einmal 

erfd^einet, 
SBo§ Sl^r fo lange gett)ünfd^t. (£^ l^at bie ©rfd^einung für* 
80i toa^r nid^t 

'^ett b\e ©eflait bcS aBunfd^e§, fo »ie Ql^r il^n ttma gcl^eget; 
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3)cnn bic SBfinfd^c bcrl^üUcn ung fclbji bag ®ctt)ünfd^tc; bic 

®abctt 
kommen bon oben l^crab in i^rcn eignen ®eftalten. 
9tnn berfennet eS nid^t , \>(i% SKöbd^en, \>Qi^ Snrem geliebten, 
®uten, berftänbigen (Sol^n juerft bie @eete bemegt ^oi. 6 

Olüdlic^ ift ber, bem fogleid^ bie erfte Oeliebte bie $anb 

reid^t, 
S)em ber Uebüc^fte SBunfd^ nid^t l^eimlid^ im §erjen t^zx^ 

fd^mad^tet ! 
3a, id^ fel^' e§ il^m an, e§ ift fein ©c^idffal entfc^ieben. lo 

SBal^re 9?eignng boHenbet f ogteid^ jnm 2Wanne ben Süngüng. 
SRid^t bemeglid^ ift er; id^ fürd^te, öerfagt ^\!fc il^m biefeö, 
®e]^en bie ^al^re bal^in, bie fc^önften, in traurigem Seben. 

®a berfe^te fogleid^ ber Spotl^eler bebäd^tig, 
®em fd^on lange ba§ SBort bon ber Sippe ju fpringen bereit i5 

tt)ar: 
Saßt ung aud^ biegmal bod^ nur bie 3Rittetftra§e betreten ! 
®ite mit SBeile ! ba§ toax felbft äaifer 8luguftu§' SDebife. 
®eme fd^idE'id^ mid^ an, ben lieben SRac^bam ju bienen. 
Steinen geringen SSerftanb ju il^rem Sinken ju brauchen; ao 
Unb befonberS bebarf bie Sugenb, ba§ man fie leite. 
Safet mic^ atfo l^inauS; id§ XoxVi e§ prüfen, baS SRöbd^en, 
SBill bie ©emeinbe befragen, in ber fie lebt unb bclannt ift. 
SRiemanb betrügt mic^ fo leidet; id^ tt)eife bie SBorte ju fd^ö^en. 

®a berfe^te fogleic^ ber ©ol^n mit geflügelten SBorten: gfi 
2:i^ut eS, SRad^bar, unb gel^t unb erlunbigt ®ud§. Slber id^ 

tt)ünfd^e, 
®a§ ber §err 5ßfarrer fid& aud^ in ©urer OefeUfd^aft befinbe; 
3tt)ei fo trefflid^e SWönner ftnb unbertoerfKd^e S^^flen. 
D mein SSater ! fie ift nid^t leergelaufen, baS SKöbd^en, so 

Seine, bie burd^ bag Sanb auf Slbenteuer um^erfc^meift 
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IXnb ben Jüngling 6eftrtdt, ben unerfal^mett, mit Süänlen. 
Kein, ia^ toilbe ©cfd^idt bci^ attöerbcrblid^cn ßricflciJ, 
3)a3 bre SBett jerftdrt unb mandft^ fefte ®e6äube 
Sd^on au§ bem ®runbe gel^oben, l^at aud^ bie Strme bertrieben. 
5 Streifen nid^t l^errlid^e SRänner bon l^ol^er ®e6urt nun im 

etenb? 
Surften ffiel^en bermummt, unb ffönige leben berbannct. 
9ld§, fo ift aud^ fie, bon il^ren (Sd^toeftem bie befte, 
?tuö bem Sanbe getrieben; il^r eigenes UnglüdE bergeffenb 

10 ©te^t fie anberen bei, ift ol^ne ^ilfe nod^ l^ilfreid^. 

®ro| finb Sammer unb Slot, bie über bie @rbe fid^ breiten; 
©oute nid^t auc^ ein ®IüdE au8 biefem UngIfidE l^erborgel^n 
Unb ic^ im Slrme ber SJraut, bcr juberiöffigen ®ottitt 
äRid^ nid^t erfreuen bei^ ^iegS, fo koie !3^r bed Sranbed 

16 @ud^ freutet? 

S)a berfe^te ber SJater unb tl^at bebeutenb ben SRunb ouf : 
SBie ift, @o]^n, bir bie S^i^S^ gelöft, bie fd^on bir im 

aRunbe 
Sänge ^fal^re geftodCt unb nur fid^ bfirftig bewegte ! 

ao SKul id^ bod^ l^eut erfal^ren, toaä jebem SSater gebrol^t ift, 
Safe ben SBiHen be« ®oi)n^, itn l^eftigen, gerne bie SDtutter 
aßjugeünb begünftigt unb jeber 3lad^bar 5ßartei nimmt, 
333enn eä über ben SJater nur l^ergel^t ober ben fö^mann. 
W)tx \6) miß eud^ jufammen nid^t toiberftel^en; tt)a§ l^ülf e§ ? 

20 3)enn id^ fel^e bod^ fd^on l^ier 2:rofe unb S|ränen im t)orau§. 
®e]^et unb t)rfifet unb bringt in @ottt^ Stamen bie 2:od^ter 
SRir ins §auS; too nid^t, fo mag er baS SKdbd^en bergeffen. 

Slifo ber SSater. ®S rief ber @o]^n mit frol^er ®ebSrbe: 
5Roc^ bor «benb ift ®ud^ bie trefflid^fte Sod^ter befd^eret, 
30 Sie fie ber 3Rann fid^ föünfd^t, bem ein Huger @inn in ber 

»ruft lebt. 
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©lüdlid^ ift bie @uit bann aud^, fo barf td^ e§ l^offea. 
3a, fie banlet mir ekoig, ba| t^ il^r SBater unb SKutter 
SBicbcrgcflcbcn in cud^, fo toxt fie bcrftänbigc Sinbcr 
SBünfd^en. 5lbcr id^ joubrc nid^t mcl^r; id^ fd^irrc bie 5ßferbe 
®Icid^ unb füllte bie greunbe l^inauS auf bie ©pur bcr » 

©eliebtcn, 
Übcriaffe bie SRänner fid^ fetbft unb ber eigenen fflugl^eit 
Slid^te, fo fd^möt^ id^ @ud^ ju, mid^ ganj nad^ i^rer (Snt^ 

fc^eibung, 
Unb id^ fe^c^ nid^t »ieber, atö bi§ e§ mein ift, ba§ äRöbd^en. lo 
Unb fo ging er l^inouS, inbeffen mand^eS bie anbem 
SBeii^Ud^ ermogen unb fc^nell bie niid^tige @ad^e befprad^en. 

^ermann eiUe jum Italic f ogleid§, koo bie mutigen ^engfte 
aiul^ig ftanben unb rafd^ ben reinen ^afer berjel^rten 
Unb baS trodtene ^eu, auf ber beften SBiefe gel^auen. lö 

@itig legt^ er i^en barauf ba§ blanle ®zbi^ an, 
3og bie JRiemen fogleid^ burc^ bie fd^önöerfil^erten ©d^naßen 
Unb befeftigte bann bie langen, breiteren 3ügel, 
gül^rte bie 5|Jferbe l^erau^ in ben §of, tt)o ber tt)iHige Sfned^t 

fd^on 20 

Sorgefd^oben bie Sutfd^e, fie leidet an ber S)eid^fel betocgenb. 
5lbgemeffen fnüpften fie brauf an bie SBage mit faubem 
©tridfen bie rafd^e Stoft ber leid^tl^injie^enben Sßferbe. 
^ermann fa^te bie Sßeitfd^e; bann fa§ er unb rollt' in ben 

^T^ortoeg. 25 

Site bie greunbe nun glcid^ bie geräumigen ^ßlö^e ges= 

nommen, 
StoUte ber SBagen citig unb liefe ba§ ^flafter jurüdCe, 
Siefe jurüdC bie SRauem bcr ©tabt unb bie reinlid^en Sürmc. 
©0 ful^r .^ermann bal^in, ber mol^tbelannten ß^auffee ju, 3o 
atafd^, unb jäumete nid^t unb ful^r bergan tt)ie bergunter. 
%U er aber nunmehr ben Surm be§ ®orfe§ erblicfte 
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JL Unb nid^t fem mcl^r lagen bie aartenumgebctien ©öufer, 
\i JBad^fer bei ftd^ felbft, nun onjul^aften bie 5|Jferbe. 

93on bem koürbigen ^unfel erl^abener Stnben untfd^attet 
®ie 3a]^r]^unberte fd^on an biefer ©teile gcmurjelt, 
SBar mit Sftafen bebcdt ein ttjeiter, grünenber Singer 
S3or bem 3)orfe, ben Säuern unb naiven ©töbtem ein Suftort. 
'^ Stac^gegraben befanb fid^ unter ben Säumen ein Srunnen. 
I ©ticg man bie ©tufen l^inab, f o jeigten ftd§ fteineme Sänie, 
n 3ling^ um bie Duelle gefegt, bie immer tebenbig l^eröorquoH, 
xo Kcinlid^, mit niebriger Sttauer gefaxt, ju fd^öpfen bequemtid^. 

I ' ^ermann aber befd^Io^, in biefem ©d^atten bie ^ferbe 

I I äJiit bem SBagen ju l^alten. @r tl^at fo unb fagte bie SBorte: 
y ©teiget, greunbe, nun au8 unb gel^t, bamit il^r crfol^ret, 

I Ob bai^ SKäbd^en aud^ koert ber ^anb fei, bie id^ il^r biete. 
ijk S^ax iä) gtaub'e^r unb mir erjäl^It il^r nid^tS 3?eue8 unb 
' I ©eltneS ; 

i ^ötf id^ allein ju tl^un, f o ging' id^ bel^enb ju bem ®orf ^in, 

j . Unb mit toenigen SBorten entfd^iebe bie ®utc mein ©d^idtfat. 

1 Unb il^r »erbet fie balb öor aßen anbcm erfennen; 
W S)enn tool^I fd^tt)erlid^ ift an Silbung il^r eine öergleid^bar. 
I aber id^ geb'eud^ nod^ bie geid^en ber reinlid^en Meiber: 
i 3)enn ber rote Safe erl^ebt ben gemotteten SJufen 
I ©d^ön gefd^nürt, unb eS liegt ba§ fd^marje 2Wieber il^r 
\ fnapp an; 

25 ©auber l^at fie ben ©aum beS §embeg jur Sraufe gefoltet, 
S)ie il^r bog Sinn umgibt, ba§ runbe, mit reinlicher änmut; 
; ijrei unb l^eiter jeigt fid^ beS SopfeS jierüd^eg ©irunb; 
V ©tarl finb btelmal bie Söpfe um fUbeme 9?abeln gcmicfelt; 
I SBielgefaltet unb blau fängt unter bem Safee ber 9todC an 
80 Unb umfd^Iägt i^x im ®e]^n bie tt)o^(gebi(beten ^öd^el 
%>oä) bad toitl xä) eud^ fagen unb nod^ mir au^brüdEHc^ 

erbitten: 
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Stehet nid^t mit bem SRäbd^en unb lagt nid^t merlen bie 

abfielt, 
©onbcm befraget bie anbem unb l^ßrt, toaä fte aßeS erjäl^Ien. 
^abt i^r %ac^rid^t genug, ;u berul^igen SSoter unb äßutter, 
{{"eieret ju mir bann prüdE, unb mir bebenlen bad meitre. 6 
9[If bad^f ic^ mir'i^ an^ ben S93eg l^etr ben mir gefal^ren. 

Sßf fprad^ er. ®8 gingen barouf bie greunbe bem 3)orf ju. 
9Bo in ®ärten unb @d^eunen unb Käufern bie äRenge bon 

SRcnfc^en 
SBimmelte, Sfarm an Sorrn bie breite ©trage bo^in ftanb. lo 
aWänncr öerf orgten baä brüttenbe SSiel^ unb bie ?ßferb* an 

ben äSagen, 
SBäfd^e trodEneten emfig auf allen Redten bie S33eiber, 
Unb ei^ ergö^ten bie ^nber fid^ ptötfd^emb im SBaffer bed 

ätfo burd^ bie SBagen ftc^ brängenb, burd^ 2Wenfd^en unb 

2:iere 
©al^en fte red^tS unb Iinf§ fid^ um, bie gefenbeten Später, 
Ob fie nid^t etma bag SBilb be§ bcjeid^neten Sßäbd^enS er* 

btidCten; ao 

Slber leine öon aßen erfd^ien bie l^errtid^e Jungfrau, 
©tarier fanben fie balb ba§ ®ebränge. S)a mor um bie 

SBagen 
©treit ber brol^enben HRänner, morein fid^ mifc^ten bie 

SSeiber, 25 

©d^reienb. 2)a nal^te fid^ fd^neH mit mürbigen ©d^ritten ein 

Stiter, 
Jrat JU ben ©d^eltenben l^in; unb fogleid^ öerflang bag ®c* , 

töfe, / 

?ttö er aiul^e gebot unb bäteriid^ emft fte bebrol^te. ^o 

§at un§, rief er, nod^ nic^t baS UnglüdE atfo gebänbigt, 
2)ag mir enblic^ berfte^^n, un0 untereinanber ju butben 
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Uttb ju bcrtragen, tocnn oud^ nid^t jeber bic ^anblungen 

abmifet? 
Unberträglid^ fürtoal^r ift ber ®lüdEtid^e; n)crben bie Seiben 
enblid^ eud^ tcl^ren, nid^t mel^r, tt)ie fonft, mit bcm Srubcr 
6 }u ^abem ? 

®önnet einanber bcn Sßlofe auf frembem Soben unb teilet, 
SBa^ il^r l^abet, jufaTnmen, bamit il^r SBarml^erjiglcit finbet. 

?fifo fagte ber 3Konn, unb alle fc^njtegen; berträglid^ 
Drbncten SSiel^ unb SBagen bie lüieber befänftigten SRenfd^en. 

10 ate ber ®eiftlid^e nun bie Siebe be§ SKanneS bemommen 
Unb ben rul^igen @inn be§ fremben Stid^ter^ entbedCte, 
2:rat er an il^n l^eran unb fprad^ bie bebeutenben SBorte: 
SSater, fürmal^r tnenn ba^ SSotf in gtüdttid^en 2:agen ba^in 

lebt, 

lö SBon ber ©rbe fid^ nöl^renb, bie toeit unb breit fid^ auftl^ut 
Unb bie ermünfd^ten ®aben in Qfal^ren unb SKonben erneuert, 
®a gel^t aHeS öon felbft, unb jeber ift fid^ ber Slügfte 
SBie ber SBefte; unb fo beftel^en fie nebeneinanber, 
Unb ber bemünftigfte SKann ift tnie ein anbrer gel^alten; 

20 ®enn tt)ag aße^ gcfd^iel^t, gel^t ftill tt)ie öon felber ben ®ang 

fort, 
aber jerrüttct bie 3Jot bie gen)ö]^nUc^en SBegc beS Sebeng, 
Steifet bag ®ebäube nieber unb müWct ®arten unb ©aat um, 
J^reibt ben SRann unb ba^ SBeib bom Staumc ber traulichen 

26 Sßol^nung, 

©d^Ieppt in bie S^re fie fort burd^ ängfttid^e 2:age unb SRäd^te: 
^U^ ba fielet man fid^ um, koer mo^I ber berftänbigfte äßann 

fei, 
Unb er rebet nid^t mel^r bie l^errlid^en SBorte bergebenS. 
80 ©agt mir, SSater, Sl^r feib getoife ber Slid^ter öon biefen 
Slüc^tigen SRönnem, ber ^^x fogteic^ bie ®emüter berul^igt? 
3a, ^^x erfd^eint mir l^eut atö einer ber älteften gül^rer. 
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3)ic buxä) SBüftcn imb Streu Vertriebene SSölfer geleitet; 
®enf id^ bod^ eben, iä) rebe mit Sofua ober mit 3Kofei5. 

Uttb e§ berfefete barauf mit emftem SSIidte ber JRid^ter: 
SBal^rlid^, unfere 3cit öergleid^t ftd^ ben feltenften Seiten, 
S)ie bie ©efd^id^te bemerlt, bie l^eitige tt)ie bie gemeine. 6 

5)enn tt)er geftern unb l^eut in biefen 2^agen gelebt ^at, 
^at fd^on 3al^re gelebt; fo Drängen fic^ alle ®efd^id^tcn. 
2)enFid^ ein menig jurüd, fo fd^eint mir ein graue§ ?ltter 
Sluf bem §aut)te ju liegen, unb boi) ift bie Jh:aft nod^ lebenbig. 
0, mir anbeten bürfen un§ tnol^I mit jenen bergleid^en, lo 

®enen in emfter ©tunVerfd^ien im feurigen Sufc^e 
®ott ber ^err; aud^ un§ erfd^ien er in SBoßen unb gcuer. 

SH^ nun ber 5ßfarrer barauf nod^ meiter ju fpred^en geneigt 

mar 
Unb ba^ ©d^idEfal be§ SRannS unb ber ©einen 5u ^ören ber» 15 

langte, 
(Sagte bel^enb ber ©eföl^rte mit l^eimtid^en SBorten inS Dl^r il^m : 
©pred^t mit bem 9lid§ter nur fort unb bringt bag ®efpröd^ 

auf ba^ Stßäbd^en, 
Slber id^ gel^e l^erum, fie auf jufud^en, unb lomme 20 

aSieber, fobatb ic^ fie finbe. 6^ nidCte ber 5ßfarrer bagegen, 
Unb burd^ bie ^edEen unb ®ärten unb ©döeunen fud^te ber 

©päl^er. 
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^ttg jfciittltct, 

9lfö nun ber getftltd^c §err ben frcmbcn SRid^ter befragte, 
SBa^ bie ®emeine getitten, tt)ie lang fte öon §aufe bertrieben, 
Sagte ber 2Wann borauf : 5Rtd^t hxrj finb unfere Seiben; 
®enn mir l^aben ba§ Sittre ber fämtlid^en Saläre getrunf en, 
5 Sd^redEtid^er, koeil auc^ un§ bie fd^önfte Hoffnung jerftört 

tt)arb. 
S)enn mer leugnet e^ mol^I, ba^ ^oä) fid^ bai^ $er} il^m er^^ 

l^oben, 
^^m bie freiere ©ruft mit reineren 5ßulfen gefd^tagen, 
10 äte fid^ ber erfte Olonj ber neuen ©onne l^eranl^ob, 

Sltö man ^örte Dom SRed^te ber SRenfd^en, ba§ aßen gemein fei, 
SSon ber begeiftemben greil^eit unb bon ber töbüd^en ®Ieid^* 

^eit! 
®amatö l^offte {eber fid^ felbft ju leben; e§ fd^icn ftd^ 
16 Slufjulöfen ia^ Söanb, ba§ biete Sänber umftrirfte, 

3)ag ber SMüfeiggang unb ber ©igennu^ in ber l^anb l^ielt. 
©d^outen nid^t alle SSölfer in jenen brängenben Sogen 
5Rad^ ber §auptftabt ber SBctt, bie e§ fd^on fo lange gcmefcn 
Unb jefet mel^r ate ie ben l^errtid^en 9?amen berbiente ? 

49 
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SBarcn ntd^t icncr SWänner, ber erftenSScrIünber bcr SBotfd^aft, 
Siamcn bcn ^öd^ftcn glcid^, bic unter bic ©tcmc gefegt finb? 
SBud^g nid^t icglid^cm äRcnfd^cn ber äRut unb ber Oeift unb 

bie ©prad^e ? 
Unb toir toaren juerft aU Slod^bam Icbl^aft entjünbet. 5 

®rouf begann bcr ffricg, unb bie ßüge bemapetcr Sranfen 
3tüdten näl^er; allein pe fd^ienen nur greunbfd^aft ju bringen. 
Unb bie brad^ten fie aud^; benn i^nen erl^öl^t toax bie ©eete 
«Hen; fie pflanjtcn mit ßuft bie munteren Säume ber Srei^eit, 
3ebem baS Seine berfpred^enb unb Jebem bie eigne 9tegierung. lo 
^oä) erfreute fid^ ba bie 3ugcnb, fid^ freute bag SKter, 
Unb ber muntere Zarii begann um bie neue ©tanborte. 
©0 gewonnen fie balb, bie übertt)iegeuben gronlen, 
@rft ber SRonner ®eift mit feurigem, munterm beginnen, 
2)ann bie ^erjen ber SBeiber mit untoiberfte^Iic^er Stnmut. lö 
Seid^t felbft fd^ien un^ ber S)rudE beS öielbebürfenben Stieget; 
3)enn bie Hoffnung umfd^toebte bor unfern 9lugen bie gerne, 
Sodtte bie SUdCe l^inau^ in neueröffnete Salinen. 
D toie frol^ ift bie Qtit, toenn mit ber 95raut fid^ ber 

" Sröut'gam ao 

©d^minget im J^anje, ben 2:ag ber getoünfd^ten SJerbinbung 

ertt)artenb ! 
Stber l^errlid^er mar bie Qtxi, in ber uu§ ba§ ^öd^fte, 
aBa§ ber Söienf c^ fid^ beult, atö nal^ unb errcid^bar fid^ jeigte. 
S)o mar jebem bie QunQt gelöft; eS fprac^en bie ®reife, 25 
SKänner unb ^üttglinge laut öoH ^ol^en @inn§ unb ©efül^teg. 
aber ber §immel trübte fid^ balb. Um ben SSorteit ber 

^errfd^aft 
©tritt ein berberbte^ ®efd^Ied§t, unmürbig, ba^ ®ute ju 

fd^affen; so 

©ie ermorbeten fid^ unb unterbrüdCten bie neuen 
9iad§bam unb Vorüber unb fanbten bie eigennilfeige SRenge. 
Unb eg praßten bei un^ bie Dbern unb raubten im ©rofeen, 
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Unb e§ raubten unb praßten U^ }u bem Sleinften bte kleinen; 

Igeber fehlen nur bcf orgt, c§ bleibe toa^ übrig für morgen. 

?tIIiugro6 mar bie SRot, unb tögüd^ mud^g bie Sebrüdung; 

SRiemanb bemal^m ba§ ®efd^ret, fte tt)aren bie iperren beg 
5 Sageg. 

S)a fiel Sommer unb SQSut aud^ felbft ein gela^neS ®emut an; 

3eber fann nur unb fc^mur, bie Seleibigung alle ju röd^en 

Unb ben bittem SSerluft ber boppeÜ betrogenen Hoffnung. 

Unb eö menbete fttj^ ba§ ®Iüä auf bte ©eitc ber ©eutfd^en,. 
10 Unb ber granle f(o^ mit eiligen SKörfd^en jurüde. 

^ä), ba fül^lten mir erft bai^ traurige @d^idfal bt^ ^egei^ ! 

3)enn ber ©ieger ift gro§ unb gut; jum toenigften fd&eint tx% 

Unb er fc^onet ben 9Kann, ben befiegten, otö mär' er ber feine, 

SBcnn er il^m töglid^ nüfet unb mit ben ®üttvn xf)m bienet. 
16 2lber ber glüd^tige lennt lein ®efefe; benn er meiert nur ben 

Job ab 

Unb bcrjel^ret nur fc^neU unb ol^ne SRüdtfid^t bie ®üter; 

3)ann ift fein Oemüt auc^ erl^i^t, unb e§ le^rt bie SSerämeiflung 

?(u8 bem ^erjen l^erbor ba§ frcbel^afte ^Beginnen. 
20 9?ic^t^ ift l^eiüg il^mmel^r; er raubt e§. S)ie milbe SJegierbe 

3)ringt mit ®emalt auf ba^ SSeib unb mad^t bie Suft jum 

©ntfe^en. 

Überall fie^t er ben 2:ob unb geniest bie testen äRinuten 

®raufam, freut fid^ be^ Slut^ unb freut fid^ be0 l^eulenben 
25 3>ttJnmerS. 

®rimmtg erl^ob fid^ barauf in unfern 2Wönnem bie SBut 

nun, 

2)aS SJerlome ju röd^en unb ju berteib'gen bie Stefte. 
-i^aeS ergriff bie SBaffen, gelocft bon ber ®ile beg glüd^tting« 
80 Unb bom btoffen ®efid§t unb fd^eu unfid^eren S3IidEe. 

SRaftto^ nun erHang ba§ ®etön ber ftürmenben ®lodEe, 

Unb bie fünft'ge ©efal^r l^ielt nid^t bie grimmige SBut auf. 

^ä^ntü bermanbette fid^ be§ Selbbaud frieblid^e 9tüftung 
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3lun in SBcl^rc, ba troff bon Slutc Oobcl unb ©cnfc. 
O^ne S3egnabigung fiel ber Setnb unb ol^ne äSerfd^onung; 
ÜbcroH rofte bie SBut unb bic feige, tüdifd^e ©d^toäd^e. 
SRöd^t'id^ ben ajicnfd^en ioä) nie in btefcr fd^nöbcn Serirrung 
aSieberfel^n ! ia^ mütcnbe Jier ift ein befferer änMidC. 6 

©prcd^'cr bod^ nie bon fjrcil^eit, atö fönrf er pd^ felber xt^ 

gieren ! 
SoSgebunben erfd^cint, fobalb bie ©d^ranlen l^intoeg finb, 
MHeS Söfe, ba§ tief ba8 Oefefe in bie SBinlel jurüdEtrieb. 

JreffKc^er SKann ! berfefete barauf ber 5ßfarrer mit 3laä)^ lo 

brucf, 
SaSenn 3^r ben SRenfd^en berlennt, f o lann id^ Suc^ barum 

nid^t fd^Iten; 
^abt Ql^r bod^ Söfei^ genug erlitten bom tt)üften Seginnen. 
SäoKtet 3]^r aber jurüdC bie traurigen Sage burd^fd^auen, i» 
SBürbet S^r felber gefte^^en, tt)ie oft ^l^r aud^ @ute§ erbtidttet, 
9Rand§e^ Srefflid^e, ba§ berborgen bleibt in bem ^ergen, 
Siegt bie ©efal^r e§ nid^t auf, unb bröngt bie Slot nid^t ben 

SKenfc^en, 
®a6 er als ©ngel fid^ jeig', erfd^eine ben anbem ein ©il^ufegott. 20 

Säd^elnb berfefete barauf ber alte, n)ürbige Slid^ter: 
Sl^r erinnert niid§ Ilug, tt)ie oft nod^ bem ©raube be3 ^aufeä 
aWon ben betrübten Sefifeer an ®olb unb ©ilber erinnert, 
S)a§ gefd^molsen im ©d^utt nun tiberblieben jerftreut liegt. 
SBenig ift e§ formaler, bod^ aud^ baS toenige löftlid^; 25 

Unb ber SSerarmte grabet il^m nod^ unb freut pd^ be§ gunbeS. 
Unb fo lel^r id^ aud^ gern bie l^citem ®ebanlen ju jenen 
SBenigen guten Jl^aten, bie aufbett^al^rt baS ®cböd^tni§. 
3[a, id^ miß eS nid^t leugnen, id^ fa^ fid^ geinbe berfö^en, 
Um bie ©tabt bom Übel ju retten; id^ fal^ aud^ ber greunbe, so 
©al^ ber (Sltem Sieb' unb ber Sinbcr Unmöglid^ei^ magen; 
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@a]^, toie bcr Süngling auf einmal jum 3Jlann toaxi; fal^, 

toie ber ®rcig ftd& 
SBicbcr bcrifingtc, ba8 Sinb fi(j^ fclbft al§ Süngling cnt^üatc, 
;3a, uttb bad fd^koad^e ®t\djHt6)if fo mie e^ gekoö^nlic^ ge« 
6 tiaitttt kotrb, 

3rigtc ftd^ tapfer utib mäd^tig unb gegentoärtigeti ®eifteg. 
Uttb fo laßt mid^ öor aßen ber fc^önen ^ai noc^ ermähnen, 
S)ie l^od^^cräig ein Sttäbd^en tjoßbrad^te, bie trefflid^e 3ungs 

frau, 

10 S)ie auf bem großen Oel^öft allein mit ben SKäbd^en jurüdtbßeb; 
3)enn eg toaxtn bie ättönncr aud^ gegen bie gremben gejogcn. 
3)a überfiel ben §of ein Ztupp berloufnen Oefinbetö, 
5ßlünbemb, unb brängte f ogtcid^ ftd§ in bie Si^mter ber grauen. 
. ©ic erbütften baS Silb ber fd^ön ermad^fenen Jungfrau 

15 Unb bie lieblid^en äRöbd^en, nod^ el^er ^nber }u l^eigen. 
Xa ergriff fie toilbe Segier; fie [türmten gefü^Hoä 
?tuf bie jittembe ©d^ar unb ouf§ ^od^l^erätge SKöbd^en. 
?tber fie ri| bem einen fogleid^ öon ber ©eite ben ©äbet, 
^ieb il^n nieber gewaltig; er ftürjf il^r blutenb ju güfeen. 

20 S)ann mit männlid^en©treid^cn befreite fie tapfer bie SKäbc^en, 
2:raf nod^ biere ber Siöuber; bod^ bie entffol^en bem Jobe. 
3)ann berfd^Io^ fie ben ^of unb l^orrte ber ^itfe bewaffnet. 

ate ber ®eifttid^e nun baS Sob beS SKäbd^enS bemommcn, 
©tieg bie Hoffnung f ogleid^ für feinen greunb im ®cmüt ouf, 
26 Unb er »ar im Segriff, ju fragen, tool^in fie geraten, 
06 auf ber traurigen glud^t fie nun mit bem SSoII ftd^ beftnbe. 

Aber ba trat ^erbei ber Slpotl^eler bel^enbe, 
Supfte ben geiftlid^en ^erm unb fagte bie toifpemben S38orte: 
^ab^id^ bod^ enblid^ ha^ SD^öbd^en au§ üielen l^unbert gefunben, 
80 3laäf ber ©efd^reibung ! ©o lommt unb fe^et fie fetber mit 

3(ugen; 
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^t^mtt ben Shc^ter mit (Saä^, bamit mir balS meitere Igoren. 
Unb fic lehrten fxi^ um, unb »eg toaxi gerufen ber Jftid^ter 
S3on ben ©einen, bie il^n bebürftig bei^ 9tatei^ Verlangten. 
S)od^ t§ folgte fogleid^ bem Slpotl^cler ber ^farrl^err 
2ln bie SüdEe bei^ Qann^, unb jener beutete Kftig. ä 

®e]^t ^^x, fagt' er, bag 3»äbd^en? Sic ]§at bie ^rxppt ge^ 

»itfelt, 
Unb id^ erfenne genau ben aütn Sattun unb ben blauen 
ffiiffenüberjug »ol^t, ben il^r ^ermann im SBünbel gebrad^t l^at. 
@ie öerttjenbete ffi^nefl, fihrtoal^r unb gut bie ©efd^enle. lo 

2)iefe finb beutUc^e 3^^^n, e§ treffen bie übrigen aQe; 
S)enn ber rote Sa^ erl^ebt ben gewölbetcn Sufen 
©d^öngefd^nürt, unb ei^ liegt bad fc^toarje SRieber ii^r fnopp 

an; 
Sauber ift ber @aum bei^ ^embeS jur ^aufe gefaltet iä 

Unb umgibt il^r baS ^nn, baS runbe, mit reinlid^er ^nmut; 
grei unb l^eiter jeigt fid^ be§ Sopfeg jierlid^e§ ©irunb 
Unb bie ftarfen Söpfe um filbemc Siabeln Qttoidtlt', 
@t^t fic gleid^, fo feigen toir bod^ bie trefflid^e ©rö^e 
Unb ben blauen Sftotf, ber öielgcfaltet bom S3ufen ao 

Sieid^lid^ l^eruntermaüt jum n^o^lgebilbeten ^öd^el. 
Ol^ne Stoti^tl, ftc ift'g. 3)rum fommct, bamit mir ber* 

nel^men, 
Ob fie gut unb tugenbl^aft fei, ein l^äu^lid^ed SRäbd^en. 

®a öcrfe^te ber 5ßfarrer, mit SBIidEcu bie ©i^enbc prüfenb: aß 
®a§ fic ben Süngling cntjüdEt, fürtoa^r, eS ift mir lein 

SBunber; 
3)enn fic l^ätt öor bcm ©lidf bc§ erfahrenen 9Kanne§ bie ^robc. 
Olüdtlid^, mcm bod^ SKuttcr 5Ratur bie redete (Scftalt gab ! 
®enn fic cnH)fic^lct i^n ftctg, unb nirgcnb^ ift er ein gremb* so 

ling. 
Seber nal^ct fid^ gern, unb Jebcr möd^tc bcrmeilcn, 
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äSemt bte ®eföQig!eit nur fid^ ju ber (Seftalt nod^ gefeUet. 
Sc§ berfid^r' (Sud^, c^ ift bcm Süngünfl ein SKäbc^cn 8«=* 

funbcn, 
S)o§ i^m bic lünftigcn S^agc ht^ ScbcnS l^crrlid^ crl^cttcrt, 
5 Jrcu mit tocibtid^cr Shaft burd^ aHc Seiten il^m beiftel^t. 
©0 ein öoHIommener Uöxptt geiPi^ bcrma^rt aud^ btc ©ecle 
Stein, unb bic rüftige 3>ugenb bcrfprid^t ein glüdlid^cS ?Htcr. 

Unb e§ fagte barauf ber Slpot^efer bebenHid^: 
S^rüget bod^ öfter ber ©d^ein ! 3d^ mag bem ^u^em nid^t 
10 trauen; 

S)enn id^ l^abe ba§ ©prid^mort fo oft erprobet gcfunbcn: 
@^ bu ben ©d^effel ©alj mit bem neuen 93e!annten berjel^ret, 
S)arfft bu nid^t leid^ttid^ il^m trauen; bid^ ma(i)i bie geit nur 

getoiffer, 
Iß SBie bu e§ l^abeft mit il^m, unb tote bie greunbfd^aft beftel^c. 
Saffet un§ alfo juerft bei guten Seuten un§ umtl^un, 
S)enen ba3 SRäbd^en befannt ift unb bie und bon il^r nun 

erjöl^Ien. 

STud^ id^ lobe bie SSorfid^t, öerfe^te ber ©eiftlid^e folgenb; 
20 grein »ir bod^ nid^t für un§. gür anbere frein, ift bebenHid^. 

Unb fie gingen barauf bem madtem JRid^ter entgegen, 
S)er in feinen ©efd^äften bie ©trage mieber l^erauffam. 

Unb ju i^m fprod^ fogleid^ ber finge 5ßfarrer mit SSorfic^t: 
©agtr »ir l^aben ein Sßäbd^en gefe^n, ba§ im ©arten junöd^ft 
26 l^ier 

Unter bem ?lpfelbaum fi^t unb ^nbcm Jfleibcr berfertigt 
9luS getragnem Stattun, ber il^r bermuttid^ gefd^enft toarb. 
Und gefiel bie ®eftalt; fie fd^einet ber SBadteren eine, 
©aget und, toa^ gl^r »igt; mir fragen aug löbttd^er Slbfid^t. 



Oigitized by 



Google 



56 ^ermannunb^orot^ea. 

ätör in bell ©arten ju Miefen, ber Sftid^ter fogteid^ nun 

^erjutrat, 
©agt' er: S)iefc fennct ^l^r fd^on; benn toenn 16) crjä^Ite 
SSon ber l^crrtid^en 'S^at, bic jene S^ngfrau öerrid^tet, 
9tt§ fic ba§ ©c^tt)crt ergriff unb ft^ unb bie gieren bef d^ü^te, 5 
SDiefe xoax'^ ! 3^^ \^¥ ^^ ^^^ ^n» fi^ if^ ^^ftifl geboren, 
Slber f gut »ie ftarl, benn il^ren alten SSertoanbten 
pflegte fie bi§ jum 2^obe, ba il^n ber Jammer bal^inri^ 
Über be^ ©töbtc^enö Slot unb feiner Sefi^ung ©efal^ren. 
%u(f) mit ftiUem ®emüt l^at fie bie ©d^merjen ertragen 10 

Über be§ Säräutigamö 2^ob, ber ein ebler Süngting im erften 
geuer be§ l^ol^en ®ebanfen§, nad^ ebter greil^eit ju ftreben, 
©elbft l^inging nad^ Sßari§ unb balb ben fd^redflid^en 2:ob 

/J^ 3)enn tt)ie ju ^aufe fo bort beftritt er SBiHfür unb 3tänfe. 10 
älfo fagte ber Slid^ter. S)ie beiben fd^ieben unb baniten, 
Unb ber ©eiftUd^e jog ein ©otbftüdt (ba§ ©itber be§ »eutel^ 
SBar bor einigen ©tunben öon il^m fd^on milbe öerfpenbet, 
?tt§ er bie gltid^tlinge fal^ in traurigen Saufen öorbeijiel^n), 
Unb er reid^t' e§ bem ©d^uXjen unb fogte : 2^eitet ben 20 

Sßfennig 
Unter bic S)ürftigen au§, unb ®ott Derme^re bie ®abe ! 
®od^ eg toetgerte fid^ ber SKann unb fagte: SBir l^aben 
Sßand^en S^oler gerettet unb mand^e föteibcr unb @ad^en, 
Unb id^ l^offe, mir feieren jurücf , nod^ tf) e§ öerjel^rt ift. 25 

S)a öerfe^te ber 5ßfarrer unb brürft^ il^m ba§ ®elb in bie 

^anb ein: 
SWemanb fäume, ju geben in biefen Sagen, unb niemanb 
SBeigre fid^, ansune^men, mag il^m bie SKilbe geboten ! 
Siiemanb toei^, toie tang er e§ l^at, mag er rul^ig befi^et; so 
Siiemanb, tt)ie lang er nod^ in fremben Sanben uml^erjie^t 
Unb be§ 9tdfer§ entbehrt unb beS ®arten§, ber il^n ernähret. / ' 
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®t bod^ I fagtc barauf bcr Stpotl^cfcr flcfd^äftiö, 
SBärc mir jc^t nur ®clb in bcr Safd^c, f o f oHtct gi^r'S l^abcn, 
®ro§ mic Hein; bcnn biete getoi^ ber Suren bcbürfen'g. 
Unbefd^enft bod^ laff * ic^ Sud^ nid^t, bantit ^^x ben SBiUen 

ß ©el^et, tDofcme bie ^at oud^ l^inter bcm SBiHen jurüdtbleibt. 
aitfo fprad^ er unb jog bcn gcftidtten, tcbemen ©eutel 
9ln ben Stiemen l^erbor, »orin ber Zoiat ü)m bertoal^rt toax, 
öffnete jierlid^ unb teilte, ba fanben fid^ einige ^Pfeifen. 
Jtlein ift bie ©abe, fc^t' er baju. ®a fagte ber ©d^uttl^eig: 

10 ®uter Sobal ift bod^ bem JReifenben immer millfommen. 
Unb e^ tobte borauf ber Slpotl^cfer ben Stnafter. 

Stber bcr ^farrl^err jog il^n l^inwcg, unb fte fd^ieben t>om 

Sftid^ter. 
(giten tt)ir ! fprad^ ber berftönbige äRann; ci^ tuartet ber 
16 3üngting 

5ßeintid^; er l^öre fo fd^nett atS mögtid^ bie frö^tic^e SJotfd^aft. 

Unb fic eitten unb lamcn unb fanben ben Jüngling getc^net 
An ben SBagcn unter ben Sinben. S)ie Sßferbe jerftampften 
SBilb ben Siafen; er l^ielt fic im S^um unb ftanb in ©ebanfen, 

20 SJtidttc ftill bor fid^ l^in unb fal^ bie greunbe nid^t cl^cr, 
a5i§ fic f ommcnb i^ riefen unb fröl^tid^e Q^ii^tn iffxa gaben. 
Sd^on fo ferne begann bcr Slpotl^cfer ju fpred^cn; 
S)od^ fic traten näl^er l^inju. ^a fa^tc ber ^farrl^err 
©eine ^anb unb fprad^ unb na^m bem ©efäl^rten ba§ SBort 

25 meg: 

^eit bir, Junger SRann ! bein treueS ?luge, bein trcueS 
^erj i^at rid^tig gcmäl^tt! ®tüdf bir unb bem SBeibe ber 

3ugcnb ! 
S)cincr ift fic »ert; brum fomm unb menbc ben SBagcn, 

50 SDa§ tt)ir fal^renb fogleic^ bie ®dz be§ S)orfe§ errcid^en, 
Um ftc »erben unb batb nad^ ^aufe fül^ren bie Oute. 
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9ber ber Jüngling ftanb, unb ol^ne Qtx(i)tn ber Sreube 
^ört' er bic SBortc bt^ SJotcn, bic l^immlif^ waren unb tröft= 

©eufjete tief unb fprac^: SBir famen mit citcnbem gul^rwerl, 
Unb h)ir jiel^en bieUeid^t befc^ömt unb langfam nad^ ^aufe; 5 
®enn l^ier ffat ntid^, feitbem id^ »arte, bie ©orgc befollen, 
9(rgmol^n unb 3tf ^if^t unb aEeg, tDa§ nur ein liebenbed ^erj 

fränft. 
®Iaubt il^r, menn mir nur fommen, fo merbe ba§ SRäbd^en 

un§ folgen, 10 

SBeit mirreid^ ftnb, aber fie arm unb Vertrieben einiger jiel^t ? 
?lrmut felbft mad^t ftotj, bie unöerbiente. ©enügfam 
©d^eint ba^ SKäbd^en unb tl^ätig; unb fo gel^ört il^r bie SSett 

an. 
®toubt il^r, e§ fei ein SBeib k)on fold^er ©d^önl^eit unb Sitte is 
?lufgett)ad^fen, um nie ben guten Jüngling ju reijen ? 
©laubt il^r, fie ^abt bi§ ie^t i^r ^erj öerf d^Ioffen ber Siebe ? 
gal^ret nid^t rafd^ bi§ l^inon; tt)ir mbd^ten ju unfrer SJe^^ 

fd^ämung 
©od^te bie ^ferbe l^erum nad^ ^aufe lenfen. ^c^ fürd^te, 20 
Srgenb ein Jüngling befi^t bie§ ^erj, unb bie madtcre ^anb 

^at 
©ingefd^tagen unb fd^on bem ®lüd!lid^en 2^reue Derfprod^en. 
8td^ ! ba fte^Md^ öor i^r mit meinem Slhtrag befd^ämet. 

Sl^n ju tröften, öffnete brauf ber 5ßfarrer ben SRunb fd^on; 20 
S)oc^ e§ fiel ber ©efä^rte mit feiner gcfpräd^igen 2trt ein: 
greilic^ ! fo mären mir nid^t öor Seiten Derlegen gemefen, 
3)a ein jebeg ©efd^äft nad^ feiner SBeife öollbrad^t marb. 
Ratten bie ©Item bie aSraut für i^ren ©ol^n fid^ erfc^en, 
Säarb juöörberft ein greunb Dom §aufe öertraulid^ gerufen; so 
©iefen fonbte man bann al§ gtcierSmann ju ben ®Item 
S)er erforenen SJraut, ber bann in ftattüd^em 5ßu^e 
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©onntag^ etma nad^ 2:ifc§c bcn lüürbigcn S5ürgcr bcfuc^tc, 
greunbUd^e SSäortc mit i^m im allgemeinen jubörberft 
SBed^felnb unb llug ba§ ®cfpräc§ ju tenicn unb »cnbcn ber* 

ftel^enb. 
« ©nblid^ nad^ langem Umfd^ttjeif »arb aud^ bcr S^od^ter er* 

mäl^net 
9iü]^mlid^ unb rü^mlid^ be§ 3Rann§ unb bei^ $aufc§> bon bcm 

man gefanbt »ar. 
Stuge Seute mcrften bie SCbfid^t; ber Huge ®efanbte 
10 SKerfte ben SBitten gar balb unb f onntc fid^ »citer erllären. 
ßel^ntc ben SCntrag man ab, fo toar aud^ ein Sorb nid^t ber* 

brie^üd^. 
Slber gelang e§ benn aud^, fo xoax ber greierSmann immer 
Sn bem $aufe ber erfte bei icbem l^äuSüd^en gefte; 
15 3)enn e§ erinnerte fid^ burd^ä ganje Seben ba§ (S^paar, 
S)a^ bie gefd^idtte $anb ben erften Snoten gefd^Iungcn. 
Seit ift aber ba§ atte§ mit anberen guten (Sebräud^en 
SluS ber SKobe gelommen, unb ieber freit für fid^ fetter. 
Slel^me benn jegtid^er aud^ ben ^orb mit eigenen ^änben, 
ao S)cr il^m ettna befd^ert ift, unb ftel^e befd^ämt bor bcm SKöbd^en ! 

©ei e§, toie il^m aud^ fei! berfe^te ber Sfingting, ber 

faum auf 
Wit bie SBorte gel^ört unb fc^on ftd^ im ftitten cntfd^Ioffen. 
(Setter gel^' id^ unb tt)itt mein ©d^idEf al fetter erfahren 
26 Slud bem Wlnnhz be§ 9Käbd§en§, }u bem id^ baS größte S3er- 

trauen 
^ege, ba^ irgenb ein 9Kenfd^ nur je ju bem SBeibc gel^egt ^at 
SBag fte fagt, bag ift gut, eiJ ift bernünftig, ba^ meife id^. 
@oQ i^ fie aud^ jum tc^tenmat fel^n, f o miß id§ nod^ einmal 
80 ®iefem offenen ©tidt bc^ fd^marjen ?luge§ begegnen; 

S)rüdEHd^ jte nie an bai^ i^erj, fo »iß id^ bie ©ruft unb bie 

©d^ultem 
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Sinmal no(^ fel^n, bie mein 9(rm f o fel^r ju umfd^Iie^en 6e« 

geltet; 
9BtQ ben äRunb nod^ feigen, t>on bent ein ^^ unb ba^ 3a mic^ 
©lädlid^ maäji auf ett)ig, baS Stein tnid^ auf emig ^erftöret. 
S(ber la^t mid^ allein ! 3^r f oQt nid^t märten. 99egebet 6 
6uc^ ju SSater unb SRutter jurüd , bamit fie erfal^ren, 
S)a§ ftd^ ber ©ol^n nid^t geirrt unb bafe ei^ toert ift, ba^ 

SKöbd^en. 
Unb f Ia§t ntid^ attein ! ®en gufemeg über ben ^ügel 
an ben ®imbaum l^in unb unfern SBeinberg l^inunter lo 

®e]^id^ näl^er nad^ ipaufe iuxM. £), bag id^ bie braute 
Sreubig unb f d^nell l^eimfül^rte ! SSieHeid^t aud^ f d^Ieid^' \^ 

alleine 
3ene 5Pfabe nad^ ^auS unb betrete frol^ pe nid^t »ieber. 

älfo fprad^ er unb gab bem geifttid^en ^erm bie 3ügel, 15 
®er beritänbig fie fa§te, bie fd^äumcnben Stoffe be^errfc^enb, 
©d^ncH ben SBagen bcftieg unb ben @i^ be§ gül^rerS befefete. 

Aber bu jauberteft nod^, öorfid^tiger 9?ad^bar, unb fagteft: 
®eme bertrauMc^, mein greunb, 6ud^ ©eef unb Oeift unb 

®emüt an; 20 

aber Seib unb ©ebein ift nid^t jum bcften bermal^ret, 
SBenn bie geiftlic^e ^anb ber meltüd^en 3ügel fid^ anmaßt. 

3)od^ bu täd^elteft brauf, berftänbiger Sßfarrer, unb fagteft: 
©ifeet nur ein unb getroft öertraut mir ben Seib »ie bie Seele I 
S)enn gefd^idtt ift bie ^anb fd^on tange, ben 3ügcl Ju filieren, 20 
Unb ba§ Singe geübt, bie fünftlid^fte SBenbung ju treffen. 
Denn »ir toaren in ©tra^urg getool^nt, ben SBagen ju 

teufen, 
?C(S id^ ben jungen S5aron bal^in begleitete; täglid^ 
ÄoHte ber SBagen geleitet Don mir ba§ l^aHcnbe Zf)ox burd^, so 
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©taubtge SBcge l^inau^ bi§ fem ju bcn ?lucn unb Sinbcn, 
SKtttcn burd^ ©c^arcit bc§ SSoIfö, ba§ mit ©paäicrcn bcn 

Sag lebt. 

^albgetröftet bcfticg barauf ber 5Rad^bar beti SBagen, 
5 @a§ lüic einer, ber fid^ jum lüci§Ud^en @J)rungc bereitet; 
Unb bie ^engfte rannten nad^ ^anfe, begierig be§ @talle§. 
3lber bie SBoIfe be§ @taub§ quoH anter ben möd^tigen $ufen. 
Sänge nod^ ftanb ber Jüngling nnb fal^ ben ©tanb fi^ er^* 

lieben, 
10 <Bq^ ben ©taub fid^ jerftreuen; fo ftanb er ol^ne ©ebanlen. ^ 
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rp. SBtc bcr tüanbcmbc SKann, ber öor bem ©inlcn bcr ©onne 
@ic nod^ einmal in§ 9lugc, bic fd^ttcHöcrfc^minbenbe, fafetc, 
®ann im bunleln (Scbüfd^ unb an bcr @citc bc§ gctfcn^ 
©d^mcbcn ficl^et i^r SJilb; mol^in er bie S9IidEe nnr lüenbet, 
©ilct c§ t)or nnb ßlänjt nnb fd^ttjanlt in l^errlid^en garben: s 
©0 bcmegte öor ^ermann bic lieblid^c a3ilbun8 bc§ SOJäbd^enS 
©anft ft^ borbei unb fd^ien bem 5ßfab in§ betreibe ju folgen. 
Slber er ful^r au§ bem ftaunenben Straum auf, lüenbete langfam 
9laä) bem S)orfc fid^ ju unb ftaunte lüieber; benn lüieber 
Sam i^^m bie l^o^e ©cftolt bc§ l^errlid^en SRöbd^enS entgegen, lo 
geft betrad^tet' et; fte; e§ toax hin ©d^einbilb, fie lüar e§ 
©clber. S)en größeren Srug unb einen fleinem am ^enfel 
Sragenb in ieglid^cr ^anb, f ofd^ritt fte gefd^äftig jum S5runnen. 
Unb er ging il^r freubig entgegen. @§ gab i^m il^r Slnbtidf 
SKut unb Sraft; er fprad^ ju feiner SSermunberten alfo: I5 
ginVid^ bid^, iDadEere^ SRäbd^en, fo batb auf§ neue bcfd^äftigt, 
^ilfreid^ anbern ju fein unb gern ju erquidEen bie SKenf d^en ? 
©ag', marum fommft bu allein jum DueÖ, ber boc^ fo ent« 

femt liegt, 
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SDa ftd^ anbete bod^ mit bem SBaffer bcg SorfeS begnügen ? 
greilic^ ift bieg bon befonberer Jhraft unb üeblid^ ju loften. 
Igener ffranfen brtngft bu ^ tool^Ir bie bu treulid^ gerettet ? 

greunbüd^ begrüßte foglcid^ baS gute SKabd^en ben 3üng^ 
5 Kng, 

®pxa(S): @o ift fd^on l^ier bet SBeg mir jum Särunnen be- 

lol^net, 
®a Id^ finbe ben ®uten, ber un§ fo bicIcS gereid^t l^at; 
Denn ber StnblidC bei^ ®eberi^ ift tote bie ®aben erfrculid^. 
10 ^ommt unb feilet bod§ felber, toer ®ure SKilbe genoffen, 
Unb empfanget ben rul^igen S)anf bon allen ©rquidften. 
®a§ 3^r aber fogleid^ bcmel^mct, njarum id^ gefommcn, 
$ier JU fd^öpfen, too rein unb unablöffig ber Duett fliegt, 
@agHd^ ßud^ bie§: t^ ^abcn bie unborfid^tigen SJtenfd^cn 
16 Slttei^ SBaffer getrübt im S)orfe, mit 5Pferben unb Od^fen 
®Ietd^ burd^lüatenb ben Duett, ber 3Baf[er bringt ben Se* 

ttjol^nem. 
Unb fo l^aben fie aud^ mit SBaf d^en unb Steinigen atte 
Sröge beg S)orfei^ befd^mu^t unb atte S3runnen befubett; 
20 3)enn ein iegüd^er benft nur, fid^ felbft unb ba§ näd^fte SJe* 

bfirfnii^ 
©d^nett JU befrieb'gen unb rafd^, unb nid^t beg golgenben 

beult er. 

Sllfo fprad^ fie unb toar bie breiten Stufen l^inunter 
25 3Ktt bem ^Begleiter gelangt; unb auf ba§ SKöuerd^cn festen 
SJeibe ftd^ nteber bei^ Duette. @ie beugte fid^ über, ju 

fd^Bpfen; 
Unb er fa^te ben anberen Ärug unb beugte fid^ über. 
Unb fie fallen gefpiegelt i^r SSilb in ber 33Iäue be§ $immel§ 
80 ©d^ttjanfen unb nidtten fid^ ju unb grüßten ftd^ freunblid^ im 

©piegel. 
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Sa| mtc^ trtnfen, fagte baratif ber l^ettere Simglutg; 
llnb fte retd^t' tl^m ben ^rug. 2)cmn rul^ten {te itibt, bertrcmltc^ 
Sluf bie ®cfä|c gclcl^nt; fic aber fagtc jum Srcunbc: 
©agc, n)ie finb'id^ btd^ l^icr? unb ol^nc SBagen unb 5Pfcrbc, 
gerne öom Ort, mo i^ erft btc^ gcfel^n? toic bift bu ^^^ 6 

fommen? 

^ Scnfenb fd^aute ^permann jur ®rbe; bann l^ob er bie SJItdfe 
SRul^ig gegen fie auf unb fa^ il^r freunbUd^ tni^ Äuge, 
gül^tte ftd^ ftitt unb getroft. Sebod^, i^r bon Siebe ju fpred^en, 
SBär'il^m unmöglid^ getoefen; il^r Sluge btidttc nid^t Siebe, lo 
?lbcr ließen SSerftanb unb gebot, tjerftönbig ju reben. 
Unb er fa^te ftd§ fd^nett unb fagte trauüd^ jum SKäbd^cn: 
Safe nti^ reben, mein Sinb, unb beine gragen ertoibem. 
Seinetwegen lam id^ l^ierl^er ! toa^ f ott id^^S tjcrbergen ? 
S)enn id^ lebe beglüdEt mit beiben tiebenben ©Item, i5 

S)cnen id^ treuKd^ baS ^aui^ unb bie ®üter l^elfe tjerwalten 
Site ber einjige ©ol^n, unb unfre ©efd^öfte finb bielfad^. 
Sitte gelber bcforgf id^; ber SSatcr ttjattet im ^aufe 
gfei^ig; bie tl^ätige SWutter bdtbt im ganjen bie SBirtfd^aft. 
9^ber bu l^aft gcmife aud^ erfal^ren, mie fel^r ba§ ®eftnbc 20 
a3alb burd^ Seid^tfinn unb balb burd^ Untreu plaget bie ^au^^ 

I ^^^' 

^mmer fie nötigt, ju tt)ed^feln unb geinter um geinter jutaufd§en. 

Öange ttJÜnfc^te bie SKutter bal^er fid^ ein SRäbd^en im ^aufc, 

®a§ mit ber $anb nid^t attein, ba0 aud§ mit bem ^crjen il^r 20 

pife 
Sin ber Jod^ter Statt, ber leibcr frül^e tjcrlomen. 
9?wn, atö id^ l^cut am SBagen bid^ fal^ in frol^er (Semanbtl^eit, 
©a^ bie ©törle beg Slrmi^ unb bie trotte (Sefunbl^eit ber 

©lieber, so 

8ll§ id^ bie SBorte tjemal^m, bie tjerftönbtgen, mar id^ be:^ 

troffen, 
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Unb iä) eilte nad^ ^aufc, ben Sltem unb greunben bxe Sretnbc 
SRül^mettb nad^ il^rent SSerbienft. SRun lomm'id^ bir aber ju 

fagen, 
SBa§ fie ttJünfd^en toit xä), SSerjei^' mir bic ftottembe Webe. 

ö ©d^euet (£ud^ ntd^t, fo fagte fie brauf, ba§ »eitre ju 

fpred^en; 
Sl^r beleibigt mtd^ nitf|t, id^ ^aVt^ banfbar empfunben. 
©agt e§ nur grab' l^erauS; mid^ lann ba§ SBort nid^t er« 

fd^rcden: 
10 SDingen möd^tet S^^r ntid§ aK SJtagb für SJater unb aKutter, 
3u öerfel^cn ba§ ^au§, ba§ toofjlltx^oüzn @ud^ baftel^t; 
Unb 3^^ glaubet an mir ein tüd^tige§ SJtäbd^eu ju finben, 
3u ber ?lrbeit gefd^idEt unb nid^t t>on rollern ©emfite. 
(£uer Slntrag »ar lurj; fo foH bie Stntttjort aud§ lurj fein. 
iß'3<ir i^ gel^e mit (£ud^ unb folge bcm JRufe be^ ©d^icffatö. 
SReine ^ßflid^t ift erfüllt, id^ l^abe bie SBoc^nerin tt)ieber 
3u ben 3l^ren gebrad^t, fie freuen fid^ alle ber {Rettung; 
©d^on finb bie meiften beifammen, bie übrigen »erben fid^ 

ftnben. 
20 SlHe beulen gett)i§ in lurjen 2:agen jur ^eimat 

SBieberjuIel^ren; fo pflegt ftd^ ftet§ ber SJertriebne ju 

fd^meid^eln. 
Stber id^ täufd^e mid^ nid^t mit teid^ter Hoffnung in biefen 
traurigen 2^agen, bie un§ nod^ traurige Sage t)erfpred^en; 
25 Senn getöft finb bie a3anbe ber SBelt; »er Inüpfet fie »ieber 
2H§ allein nur bie 9?ot, bie l^öd^fte, bie un§ betjorftel^t ? 
Kann id^ im ^aufe be^ »ürbigen 3RannS mid§ bienenb er* 

nöl^ren, 
Unter ben 9lugen ber trefflid^en grau, fo tl^rfid^ e§ gerne; 
80 Denn ein »anbembeö SKäbd^en Ift immer t)on fd^iDanlenbem 

Shtfe. 
Sa, id^ gel^e mit ©ud^, f obalb id^ bie Srüge ben grcunben 
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aBiebcrgebrad^t unb nod^ mir beu ©cgcn bcr ©uteii crfietcn. 
Kommt, 3^^ muffet fic feigen unb m\6) bon t^ncn empfangen. 

gröl^Kd^ l^ortc ber Süngting be§ njittigcn Wobäjtr^ ©nt^ 

fd^Iiefeung, 
Stoeifeinbr ob er tl^r nun bie SBal^rl^eit folltc geftcl^en. s 

W>tx eg fd^ien if)m baS a5efte ju fein, in bem SBal^n fic ju 

laffcn, 
3n fein ipau§ fxe ju fül^renr ju merben um Siebe nur bort 

erft. 
Std^ ! unb ben golbencn SRing erblidft' er am fSingcr be§ lo 

SKäbd^enö; 
Unb fo Ke^ er fie fpred^en unb l^orc^te fleißig ben SBorten. 

Sagt uns, ful^r fie nun fort, jurücf c leieren I SJic SRäbd^en 
SBerben immer getabclt, bie lange beim SBrunnen bermeilcn; 
Unb bod^ ift e§ am rinnenben Duett fo lieblid^ ju fd^loä^en. is 
2ßfo ftanben fie auf unb fd^autcn beibe nod^ einmal 
3n ben Srunnen jurüd , unb fügeS SJerlangen ergriff fie. 

©d^tocigenb nal^m fie barauf bie beiben Srüge beim §enlet, 
©ticg bie ©tufen l^inan, unb ^ermann folgte ber Sieben, 
©inen Shiig berlangt' er bon il^r, bie S9ürbe ju teilen. 20 

Sagt il^n, fprad^ fie; c§ trögt fid^ beffer bie gleid^ere Saft fo, 
Unb ber ^err, ber lünftig beftel^It, er fott mir nid^t bienen. 
©el^t mi^ f crnft nid^t an, atö njörc mein ©d^icffal bebenllid^ ! 
S)ienett lerne beijeiten ba§ SBeib nad^ il^rer S3eftimmung; 
G^ 3)enn burc^ S)ienen attein gelangt fie enblid^ jum ^crrfd^en, 26 

f Qu ber berbienten ©ematt, bie bod^ i^r im $aufe gel^öret. 
*•' S)ienet bie ©c^toefter bem SJruber bod^ frül^, fie bienet ben 

eitern, 
Unb il^r Seben ift immer ein ett)ige§ (Selben unb Kommen, 
Ober ein ^eben unb fragen, ^Bereiten unb ©d^affen für anbre. so 
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SBol^I tl^r, tt)cnn fie baran fid^ gcmöl^nt, ba§ lein SBcg il^r ju 

faucr 
SBirb, unb bte ©tunbcn bcr SRad^t i^x fmb lüic bic ©tunben 

bc§ S:agc§, 
ß ®a^ il^r niemals bte 3lrbeit ju Hein unb bie Siabcl ju fein 

bünit, 
5)a§ fie fid^ ganj Dcrgifet nnb leben mag nur in anbem ! 
®cnn aU Sttütter fürtoal^r bebarf fie ber 2:ugenben oße, 
SBcnn ber ©öngling bie Stanlenbe njedtt unb Stal^rung bc* 
10 gelltet 

SSon ber ©d^mad^en, unb f o ju ©d^merjen ©orgen fid^ ^öufen. 
ßtoanjig SKönner tjerbunbcn ertrügen nid^t biefe SJefd^ttjerbe, 
Unb fie foHen e§ nid^t; bod^ f ollen fie banfbar eg cinfel^n. 

Sltfo fprad^ fie unb toax mit il^rem ftitten Begleiter 
15 ®urd^ ben ©arten gelommen bi§ an bie 2:enne ber ©d^eunc, 
SBo bie SBöd^nerin tag, bie fie frol^ mit ben JEöd^tem öer* 

lofTcTtr 

Senen geretteten SWäbd^en, btn fd^önen Silbern ber Unfd^ulb. 

SBeibe traten l^inein; unb öon ber onbercn Seite 
ao S:rat, ein ^nb an jegtid^er ^anb, ber Siid^ter jugleid^ ein. 

5)iefe luaren bi^l^cr ber jammemben 3Rutter öerloren; 

Slber gefunben l^atte fie nun im ©elüimmel ber Sitte. 

Unb fie fprangen mit Suft, bie liebe SKutter ju grüben, 

©id^ beS 59rubcr§ ju freuh, be§ unbefannten (Sefpielen. , 
25 Stuf ©orotl^een fprangen fie bann unb grüßten fie freunblid^, 

53rot öerlangenb unb Dbft, bor allem aber ju trinlen. 

Unb fie reid^tc ba§ SSäaffer l^erum. 3)a tranlen bie Sttnber, 

Unb bie SBöd^nerin trani mit ben Söd^tem, fo trani aud^ bcr 

Sftii^ter. 
30 SlHe loaren gelebt unb lobten baS l^errlid^e SBaffer; 

©äuertid^ toar'S unb erquidEltd^, gefunb ju trinfen ben 

SKenfd^en. 



Digitized by 



Google 



? 



68 ^ermann unb ^orot^ea. 

®a öcrfc^tc ia^ HRäbd^cn mit emften StidEcn unb fagte: 
greuttbe, bicfcS ift ipol^l ba§ Ic^tc WHal, ba% id^ bcn Krug 

euc^ 
gül§re jum SRunbc, ba§ id^ btc Sippen mit SBaffcr cud^ nc^c; 
Aber lücnn eud^ f orton am l^eifecn 2:agc bcr Srunf labt, ß 
SBcnn il§r im ©d^attcn ber Sftul^'unb bcr reinen Duetten ge* 

niefeet, 
®ann gebenfct aud^ mein unb meinet freunbüd^en S)ienftcg, 
Den id^ au§ Siebe mel^r aU au§ SJerluanbtfd^aft geleiftet. 
SBaS il^r mir ®ute§ erjeigt, erf enrf id^ burd§§ !ünf tige Seben. lo 
Ungern laff' id^ eud^ jmar; bod^ jeber ift bieSmal bcm 

anbem 
3Jtt^v jur Saft ate jum 2:rofi, unb atte muffen lüir enblid^ 
Un§ im fremben Sanbe jerftreun, ipenn bie JRüdtfel^r berfagt 

ift. 15 

©el^t, l^ier ftel^t ber StoflKiiflr bcm mir bie ®aben bers: 

banfcn, 
3)iefe glitte bc§ Sinb§ unb icnc iüittf ommene ©peifc. 
S)iefer lommt unb mirbt, in feinem $au§ mic^ ju feigen, 
®a^ id^ biene bafelbft ben reid^en, trefftid^en ®ttem; 20 

Unb id§ fd§tag'e§ nid^t ab; benn überall bienet ba§ 3Räbd^en, 
Unb il^r iDöre jur Saft, bebient im §aufe ju rul^en. 
Sltfo foIgMd^ il^m gern; er fd^eint ein öerftänbiger Süngting. 
Unb fo merben bie ©Item e§ fein, mie Sfteid^en gejiemet. 
®arum tebet nun »ol^I, geliebte greunbin, unb freuet 25 

@ud^ be^ lebenbigen @ängüng§, ber fd^on fo gefunb ®ud^ 

anblidEi 
S)rüdtet 3^r il^n an bie ©ruft in bicfen farbigen SBidEeln, 
D fo gebeutet be§ SünglingS, be§ guten, ber fie uni^ reid^te 
Unb ber lünftig aud^ mid^, bie Sure, nähret unb Ileibet. so 
Unb 3]^r, trefflid^er SKann, fo fprad^ fie getoenbet jum 

SRid^ter, 
$abet ®anf, ba§ Sl^r SBater mir toaxt in mand^erlei götten. 
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Unb fic fttiete barauf jur guten SBötJ^nerin mcbcr, 
^§te bic tocinenbc grau unb öcmal^m bc§ @egcn§ ©cUfpcI. 
W)tx bu fagteft tnbc§, cl^mürbiger 9ttci^tcr, ju ^ermann: 
SiHig fctb Sfl^r, o gteunb, ju bcn guten SBirtcn ju jöl^tcn, 
6 ®te mit tüd^tigen äßenfd^en ben ^an^ali ju füllten bebad^t 

ftnb. 
S)cnn id^ l^abc tool^l oft gefcl^n, ba§ man Sftinbcr unb $ferbe, 
(So öjic ©d^afc genau bei Sauft]^ unb ^anbel betrad^tet; 
Stbcr ben SRenfd^en, ber alle§ erptt, tt)enn er tüd^tig unb gut 
10 ift, 

Unb ber alle§ jerftreut unb jerftört, burd^ fatf d^e§ ^Beginnen, 
liefen nimmt man nur fo auf OIüdE unb 3iifött in§ §au§ ein 
Unb bereuet ju fpät ein übereiltet ®ntfd^tie§en. 
Stber e§ fd^eint, ^^x berftel^t'g; benn ^^x ^abt ein SRöbd^en 
lö ertoöl^Ietr 

®ud^ JU bienen im §au§ unb ®uren (£Item, baiS brab ift. 
hattet fie »ol^t ! 31^r »erbet, f o lang fie ber SBirtfd^aft fid^ 

annimmt, 
3?id^t bie ©d^toefter bermiffen, nod^ Sure ©Item bie Sod^ter. 

ao Siele lamen inbe§, ber SBöd^nerin na^e SSermanbte, 

9Kand^e§ bringenb unb il^r bie beffere SSol^nung berlünbenb. 

Sitte bemal^mcn be§ 3Käbd^en§ ©ntfd^tufe unb fegneten ^tx^ 

mann 

9Kit bcbeutenben SlidEen unb mit befonbem ®ebanlen. 
36 Senn fo fagte »ol^t eine jur anbern püd^tig an§ D^r l^in: 

SBenn au§ bem ^erm ein Sräutigam tt)irb, fo ift fie geborgen. 

©ermann fafete barauf fie bei ber §anb an unb fagte: 

Sa§ un§ gelten; e§ neigt fid^ ber Sag, unb fem ift baiJ 
>^ ©täbtd^en. 

»0 'Sebl^aft gefpröd^ig umarmten barauf ®orot^een bie SBeiber. 

©ermann jog fie ^inweg; nod^ biete ®rü§e befallt fie. 

Slber ba fielen bie ffinber mit ©darein unb entf e^tid^em SBeinen 
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3^r in btc SIetber unb moHtcn bic jmcitc SKutter nt(]^t laffen. 
SSbcr cirfnnb bic anbre ber SBeiber fagtc gcbictenb: 
@tißc, JJtnbcr ! fic gcl^t in bic @tabt unb bringt cud^ bci^ 

guten 
3ud[crbrotc§ genug, baS cud^ bcr SSrubcr bcftctttc, 
9tfö bcr ©torcift il^n jüngft beim QndtxHdtx borbeitrug, 
Unb il^r feilet fte balb mit ben fd^ön öergotbeten beuten. 
Unb fo liefen bie ffiinber fic Io§, unb ^ermann entriß fte 
5Ro(i^ ben Umarmungen laum unb ben f cmctotnlcnbcn S^üd^cm. 
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l^ermaitit mtb ^otottet. 

9nfo gingen bie jmei entgegen ber ftnfenben (Sonne, 
2)te in äBoIIen ftd^ tief gen^itterbrol^enb t)erl^üllte, 
3[u§ bem ©d^teier balb l^ier, balb bort mit gtül^enben Stiden 
©tral^Ienb über ia^ gelb bie al^nung^öolle 95eieu(]^tung. 
6 SRöge bai^ brol^enbe SBetter, fo fagte ^ermann, nid^t etma 
©d^lo^en un§ bringen unb l^eftigen ©ufe; benn fd^ön ift bie 

@mte. 
Unb fte freuten fid^ beibe bei^ l^ol^en, toanicnben Somei^, 
S)ajJ bie Durd^fd^reitenben faft, bie l^o^cn ®eftalten, erreid^te. 

lO Unb ei^ fagte barauf bai^ SKöbd^en jum leitenben greunbe: 
®uter, bem id^ junöd^ft ein freunblid^ ©d^idtfal berbanle, 
S)ad§ unb Sad§, wenn im greien f o mand^em SSertriebnen ber 

©türm braut, 
©aget mir ie^t t)or allem unb leieret bie ©Item mid^ lennen, 
lö ®enen id^ lünftig ju bienen t)on ganjer ©eele geneigt bin; 
S)enn lennt iemanb ben ^erm, f o lann er il^m leidster genug 

tl^un, 
SBenn er bie 2)inge bebenit, bie jenem bie mid^tigften fd^einen 

n 
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Unb auf bic er ben ©tun, bcn fcftbcfttmmten, gefegt ^at 
5)arum fagct mir bod^: tote gciptntt'id^ SJatcr unb SKuttcr? 

Unb c§ tjcrfcfetc bagcgcn bcr gute, tjerftänbige güngimg: 
O, tote gebUd^ btr red^t, bu gute§, trcpd^cS aKäbd^en, 
S)a§ bu jubörberft bi(^ naä) bem ©iune bcr ©Item befrageft 1 ö 
S)entt fo ftrebftd^ bi^l^er bergebcn^, bem SSater ju biencn, 
SBcnn td^ bcr SBirtfd^aft mtd^ aU »ic bcr memtgen aunal^m, 
grüT^ bcn SldEcr unb fpöt unb f o bef orgenb bcn SBcinbcrg. 
3Kcinc SKutter befricbigtf id^ »ol^I, fte ttjufef ei^ ju fd^ä^en; 
Unb fo tt)trft bu il^r aud^ baS trcffKd^ftc SRäbd^cn erfd^cinen, lo 
SBcnn bu bai^ $au^ bef orgft, afö mcnn bu bai^ bcine bcbäd^tcft. 
aber bem SJater ntd§t fo; benn btefer liebet bcn ©d^cin aud^. 
Outcjj SRöbd^cn, l^altc mid^ nid^t fiir lalt unb geftt^og, 
SBcrai id^ ben SSatcr bir foglcid^, bcr Sremben, enthülle. 
3a, id§ fd^toör'cg, bag erftc SRaf iff g, bafe frei mir ein fold^cg iö 
SBort bte Snn%t bertäfet, bic nid^t ju fd^möfeen gctool^nt ift; 
aber bu lodCfi mir l^crbor au§ bcr abruft ein icbc§ SSertraucn. 
©nige 3t^tbe berlangt bcr gute SSatcr im Seben, 
2Bünfd^ct äußere 3cid^en bcr Siebe f o »ie bcr SScrcl^rung, 
Unb er toilrbc bicHeid^t bom fd^tcd^teren 3)iencr bcfricbigt, 20 
Der bic§ »üfetc ju nu^cn, unb n)ürbc bem befferen gram fein. 

greubig fagtc fte brauf, juglcid^ bic fd^ncHcrcn ©d^ritte 
3)urd^ bcn bunleinben 5ßfab bcrboppcinb mit leidster S3es 

»egung: 
S3cibc jufammen l^off td^ fürtoal^r jufrieben ju ftcHcn; as 

3)cnn bcr SRuttcr ©inn ift hjic mein eigenes SBcfcn, 
Unb bcr äußeren Qkxbt bin id^ bon 3ugcnb nid^t frembc. 
Unfere 3?ad^barn, bic granfcn, in il^rcn frül^crcn Briten 
Rieften auf ^öflid^feit biet; fie »ar bem Sbcln unb S3ürgcr 
SBie bcn Säuern gemein, unb icbcr cmpfal^I fie bcn ©einen. «0 
Unb f brad^tcn bei unS auf beutfd^r ©cite gctoöl^nlid^ 
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^nä) bicSinbcr bci^ SKorgcn^ mit ^änbefiiffctt unb ^tjd^ctt 
@egcn§tt)ünfci^c bcn ©Item unb l^iettcn \ittl\ä) bcn Sag au§. 
StIIc§, tt)a§ td^ gelernt unb tüa^ td^ t)on j[ung auf getool^nt hin, 
SBa§ bon ^erjen mir gel^t, xö) toiH e§ bem Sttten erjcigen. 
6 9tber tocr fagt mir nunmel^r: tüic foH iä) bir fetber begegnen, 
S)ir, bem einjigen ©ol^n, unb lünftig meinem ®ebieter ? 

Sllfo \pva(S) fte, unb eben gelangten fie unter ben S3im* 

bäum. 

^errlid^ glänjte ber SRonb, ber boHe, bom §immel l^er* 
10 unter; 

^a(i)t tüar^g, böHig bebedt ba§ le^te ©(^immem ber ©onne. 

Unb fo lagen bor il^nen in SRaffen gegeneinanber 

Si(]^ter, l^eH »ie ber 3:ag, unb ©d^atten bunleler 3?öd^te. 

Unb eS l^örte bie grage, bic freunblid^e, gern in bem ©d^atten 
lö ^ermann be§ l^errlid^eu 89aumg, am Drtc, ber il^m fo lieb 

mar, 

3)er nod^ l^eutc bie Z^xmen um feine SSertriebne gefeiten. 

Unb inbem fie fid^ nieber ein toenig ju rul^en gcfe^et, 

©agtc ber Kebenbc Sütiflling, bie ^anb be§ 2Käbd^en§ er* 
20 greif enb: 

ßa^ bein §ci^ bir e3 fagen unb folg il^m frei nur in allem. 

Slber er »agte lein »eiteret SBort, fo fel^r aud^ bie ©tunbe 

©ünftig mar; er fürd^tetc, nur ein SJein ju ereilen. 

Std^, unb er fül^fte ben 8ting am Singer, ba§ fd^mcrjtid^e 
25 Stxä)ttL 

Sltfo fafeen fie ftiH unb fd^meigenb nebeneinanber. 

Slbcr baS SKöbd^cn begann unb fagte: SBie finb id^ bei^ 

äRonbeS 
ipcrrlid^cn ©d^ein fo fu^ ! er tft ber Slarl^cit be§ 2:ag§ gleid^. 
80 ©e^id^ bod^ bort in ber ©tabt bie ^ufer bcutlid^ unb ^öfe, 
Sin bem ®icbcl ein genfter ; mid^ bcud^t, id^ jäl^Ie bie ©d^ciben* y ^, 
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SBaB bu ftcl^ft, berfcfetc barauf bcr gcl^altene Süttflünfl, 
S)a§ ift unfcrc SBol^nung, in bic iä) nicbcr biä) fül^rc, 
Unb bici^ gcnftcr bort ift mciticS Sii^ni^^ö int ©ad^e^ 
S)a§ bicttcid^t ba^ bcinc nun mirb; »ir öcränbem im ipaufc. 
®icfe gelber finb unfer, fie reifen jur morgenben ©rntc. ö 
^icr im ©d^atten woHen toir rul^n unb be§ 3Jla^U§ genießen. 
8[ber ta| ung nunmel^r l^inab bur(]^ SBcinbcrg unb ©arten 
Steigen; benn fiel^, eS rüdt ba§ ft^toere ®ett)itter l^erüber, 
SBetterteud^tenb unb balb berjd^Iingenb ben tiebtid^en SJott*= 

monb. 10 

Unb f ftanben fie auf unb toanbelten nieber bag gelb l^in 
S)urd^ baS möd^tige Som, ber näd^tlid£|en SSIarl^eit fid§ 

freuenb; 
Unb fie maren jum SBeinberg gelangt unb traten inS Dunfel. 

Unb f leitet' er fie bie bieten platten l^inunter, • is 

3)ie unbel^auen gelegt atö ©tufen bienten im Saubgang. 
Sangfam fd^ritt fie l^inab, auf feinen ©d^uftem bie §önbe; 
Unb mit fd^ttjanlenben Sid^tem burd^§ Saub überbüdEte. ber 

2Ronb fie, 
(S^ er bon SBettertt) ollen uml^üHt im 3)unleln baS 5Paar Iie|. 20 
©orgtid^ ftüfete ber ©tarle ba^ SRäbd^en, ba§ über il^n l^er* 

^ttig; 
SIber fie, unlunbig beS ©teigö unb ber rolleren ©tufen, 
geleite tretenb, e§ Inadie ber %n% fie brol^te ju fallen. 
(Sitig ftredtte gemanbt ber finnige ^ÜTtgling ben 8lrm au§, 26 
^ielt tmpot bie ©eliebte; fie fani i^m leif auf bie ©d^utter, 
^uft mar gefenit an Sruft unb SBang' an SBange. ©0 

ftanb er 
©tarr tt)ie ein SKarmorbilb, toom emften SBiHen gebänbigt, 
3)rüdEte nid^t fefter fie an, er ftemmte fid^ gegen bic ©d^mere. so 
Unb fo fül^ft' er bie l^errtid^e Saft, bie SBörme beS ^erjenS 
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Unb ben SJalfam bc§ SltcmS, an fcittct Sippen bcrl^aud^et, 
2:rug mit äRannedgefül^I bie ipelbengröge bei^ SBeibed. 

®od^ fte bcrl^cl^Itc bcn ©d^mcrj unb fagtc bie fd^erjenbcn 

aBortc: 
ß 3)a§ bcbcutct SScrbru^, fo fagen bcbenHtd^c Scute, 
SBenn beim ©intritt in§ ipauS nid^t fem bon bcr ©d^lpcHc 

ber guß fnadtt. 
^ött'td^ mir bod^ fümal^r ein befferei^ S^ic^^n gewünfd^et ! 
Sa^ ung ein menig bertpeilen, bamit hiä^ bie ©Item nid^t 
10 ' tabeln 

SSegen ber l^inlenben äRagb unb ein fd^Ied^ter SBirt bu er« 

fc^eineft 
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SRufctt, bic il^r fo gern bie l^crjtid^c Siebe begünftiöt, 
9luf bem SBege bi^l^er ben treffti^en Jüngling geleitet, 
Sin bic Sruft il^m bai^ 2Räbd^cn nod^ bor ber SSerlobung ge* 

brütft l^abt, 
Reifet avi(S) femer ben Sunb be§ üeblid^en 5ßaareS öoHenben, 5 
leitet bic SBoIIen foglcici^, bie über il^r (älücf fid£| 

l^erauf^iel^n, 
aber faget bor allem, tba§ j[e^t im §aufe gefd^iel^et. 

Ungebulbig betrat bie 5Öhitter jum brittenmat »ieber 
©d^on ba§ 3itt^i^c^ ^^^ SRönner, ba§ forgtid^ erft fie ber^^ 10 

laffen, 
®\>xtä)tnh bom naiven ©etoitter, bom fd^neHen SSerbunletn 

be§ SKonbeS, 
5)atttt bom Slufeenbleiben be§ @o^n§ unb ber 3l'dä)it ®t^ 

fal^ren; is 

Nabelte lebhaft bie greunbe, ba^, ol^ne ba§ aRöbd^en ju 

f<)red^en, 
Dl§ne jutoerben für i^n, fiefo balb fid^ bom Jüngling getrennet. 

76 
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SRad^c nid^t fii^Itmmcr bag Übel ! öcrfefet^ unmutig ber 

SSater; 
a)cnn bu ficl^ft, toir l^arrcn ja felbft unb hjartcn bc^ SluSs^ 

gangS. 

6 Slbcr gclaffcn begann ber Slad^bar fi^enb ju fpred^en: 
Smmcr öerbanf id^ e§ bod^ in fold^ unrul^iger ©tunbe 
SKeinem feiigen SSatcr, ber mir aU Sbtaben bie SBurjct 
Sitter Ungebulb au^rife, baß aud^ lein ^'d^ä^tn äurüdEbticb 
Unb iä) ertüorten lernte fogleid^ tt)ie leiner ber SBeifen. 

10 ©agt, berfefetc ber 5ßfarrer, tt)eld^ fi^nftftüdE brandete ber 

Slltc? ^ 

S)a§ erjäl^f id^ (£ud^ gern, benn jeber lann e§ ftd^ merfen,^^ 
©agtc ber SRad^bar barauf. 5l{§ Snabe ftanb id^ am ©onntag 
Ungebulbig einmal, bie ffiutfd^e begierig ertüartenb, 

15 3)ie un§ fottte ]§inau§ jum Srunnen führen ber Sinben. 
^oä) fic lamnidEft; id^ lief tt)ie ein SBiefel bal^in unb bort^in, 
Zxtppcn l^inauf unb l^inab unb bon bem genfter jur 2:]§üre. 
2Reine ^önbe pridEelten mir; id^ fragte bie Jifd^e, 
Zvap\>tlit ftam^jfenb l^erum, unb nal^e mar mir ba§ SBeinen. 

20 SltteS fa^ ber gelaffene 2Rann; bod^ al§ id^ e^ enblid^ 
®ar ju tl^örid^t betrieb, ergriff er mid^ rul^ig beim 9trmc, 
gül^rte jum genfter mid^ l^in unb fprad^ bie bebenllid^cn 

SBorte: 
©iel^ft bu beg Sifd^ler^ ba brüben für l^eutc gefd^loffene 

25 aSerlftatt? 

SWorgen eröffnet er fte; ba rül^ret fid^ ^obel unb ©äge, 
Unb fo gel^t c§ öon frül^e big ?tbenb bie fleißigen ©tunben. 
aber bebenfe bir bieg: ber SRorgen tt)irb lünftig erfd^eincn, 
5)a ber SWeifter fid^ regt mit atten feinen ©efetten, 

30 5)ir ben ©arg ju bereiten nnh fd§neU unb gefd^idt ju t>oU^ 

enben; 
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Unb fic tragen baS brcttenie $au§ gefd^öftig l^crübcr, 
3)aS bcn Ocbulb^gctt julcfet unb ben Ungcbulbtgcn aufnimmt, 
Unb gar balb ein brüdenbcS 5)ad^ ju tragen beftimmt ift. 
2tIIe§ fal^ id^ fogIetd£| im ©eifte hjirlüd^ gefd^el^en, 
®ai) bic 93retter gefügt nnb bie fd^marje garbe bereitet, 5 
©afe gebulbig nunmel^r unb l^arrete rul^ig ber Sutfd^e. 
{Rennen anbere nun in jmeifetl^after (Srtoartung 
Ungebärbig ^erum, ba mufe id^ be§ @arge§ gebenfen. 

Säd^elnb fagte ber Pfarrer: ®e§ S:obe§ rül^renbeS »itb 

ftel^t 10 

SRid^t als @d^redEen bem äSeifen unb nid^t aU (Snbe bem 

grommen. 
Scnen brängt e§ in3 Seben jurüdE unb leieret il^n l^anbeln, 
®iefem ftörlt e§, ju fünftigem ipeil, im Srübfal bie Hoffnung. 
S3eiben tt)irb jum Seben ber Sob. S)er SSater mit Unrecht 15 
^at bem empfinblid^en Knaben ben 2^ob im 2^obe gemiefen. 
3cige man bod^ bem Süngting be§ ebet reifenben SttterS 
SBert unb bem 3Kter bie SiiÖ^Jib, ba§ beibe be§ chjigen 

S*reife3 
@id^ erfreuen unb fo fid^ Seben im Seben öottenbe ! 20 

Slber bie Jl^ür ging auf. ©§ jeigte ba§ l^errlid^e 5ßaar fid^, 
Unb e§ erftaunten bie greunbe, bie tiebenben ©Item erftaunten 
Über bie 93ilbung ber 93rout, be§ 93rftutigam§ Silbung öer- 

gleid^bar; 
Sa, e§ fd^ien bie ^nxt ju Hein, bie l^ol^en ®eftalten 26 

©njulaffen, bie nun jufammen betraten bie ©d^tDcffc. 

^ermann fteßte ben ©Item fte bor mit ftiegenben SBorten. 
§ier ift, fagt^ er, ein SRäbd^en, fo tt)ie i^r im ^aufe fic 

toünfd^et. 
Sieber SSater, empfonget fie gut; fie berbient ei^. Unb, liebe so 
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SRuttcr, Befragt ftc fogletd^ nad^ bem ganscn Umfang bcr 

SBirtfd^aft, 
S)a^ 3]^r fcl^t, tüte fel^r fie berbtent, ®u(]^ näl^er ju hjerbcn. 

©ittg fül^rt' er borauf ben trefffid^cn Pfarrer bei ©eite, 
6 Sagte: SBürbiger ^err, nun l^elft mir au3 biefer Seforgni^ 
©d^neH unb löfet ben ^oten, öor beffen ©nttoidttung id^ 

fd^aubre. 
®enn iä) f)dbt ba§ Sßäbd^en atö meine Sraut nid^t ge=s 

tt)orben, 
10 ©qnbem fie glaubt aU 2Ragb in ba§ ^au^ ju gel^n, unb ii) 

fürd^te, 
3)a§ untüiHig fie ffiel^t, f obalb mir gebenlen ber ^eirat. 
?tber entfd^ieben fei e§ fogleid^ ! 9?id^t länger im Irrtum 
@ott ftc bleiben, hjie td^ nid^t länger ben 3^cifel ertrage. 
16 (Sitet unb jeiget aud^ l^ier bie SBei^l^eit, bic tt)ir öere^rert ! 
Unb e§ menbetc fid£| ber ©eiftlid^e gleid^ ^ux (äefeHfd^aft. 

3Iber teibcr getriibt tüar burd^ bie Siebe be§ SSaterä 
©d^on bie ©eele beg 3Käbd^en§; er l^atte bie munteren SBorte 
9Kit bel^aglid^cr ?trt, im guten ©inne gefprod^en: 
20 3a, ba§ gefällt mit, mein SÜnb ! 3Kit tJteuben erfal^r id^, 

ber ©ol^n ^at 
9lud^ tt)ie bcr SSater ©efd^madf, ber feiner Qtit e§ getoiefen, 
Smmer bie ©d^önfte jum Sanje gefül^rt unb cnblid^ bie 

©d^önfte 
86 Sn fein ^au§ atö %xavi fid^ gel^olt; ba^ SKütterd^en mar c§. 
S)enn an ber 93raut, bie ber SRann fid^ ertoäl^tt, lä^t gleid^ 

fid^ erfenncn, 
SBcId^eS ®eiftc§ er ift, unb ob er fid^ eigenen ffiertful^tt. 
?tber ^^x brandetet hjol^l aud^ nur »cnig Stit jur ®nts 
so fd^üegung ? 

®enn mid^ bünfet fürtüal^r, i^m ift fo fd^mer nid^t 5u folgen. 
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ipcrmann l^örtc bic SBortc nur pci^tiö; tl^m betten btc 

©Heber 
3nnen, unb ftiHe toar ber ganjc SrctS nun auf einmal. 

aber ba§ treffKd^e SRäbd^en, bon f old^en fpötttf(]^en SBorten, 
SBte fte il^r fd^ienen, öerle^t unb tief in ber ©celc getroffen, s 
@tanb, mit fKegenber Slöte bie SBange bi§ gegen ben ffladtn 
Übergoffen; bod§ l^iett fie fid^ an unb nal^m fid^ jufammen, 
©prad^ ju bem Sollten barauf, nid^t ööHtg bie ©d^merjen 

öerbergenb: 
Jraun ! ju f old^em ©mpfang ^at mid^ ber ©ol&n nid^t bereitet, lo 
S)er mir be§ SJater^ Slrt gefd^ilbert, be§ trefflid^en SürgerS* 
Unb id^ tüci§, id^ ftel^e bor ®ud^, bem gebitbeten SWanne, 
S)er fidEf Ilug mit jebem beträgt unb gemöfe ben 5ßcrfonen. 
Slber fo fd£|eint e§, 3]^r fü^lt nid^t äßitteib genug mit ber 

Slrmen, lö 

S)ie*nun bie @d^tt)elle betritt unb bie ®ud^ ju bienen bereit ift; 
®enn f onft loürbet gl^r nid^t mit bitterem ©potte mir jeigen, 
SBic entfernt mein ®ef d^idE \)on ©urem (Bo^n unb t)on ©ud^ fei. 
greilid^ trefid^ nur arm, mit Keinem Sünbel in§ $au§ ein, 
3)aS mit allem öerfel^n bie frol^en Sehjol^ner getoi^ mad^t; 20 
Slber id^ lenne mid^ inol^I unb fül^Ie baS ganje SJerl^ättniS. 
3ft e§ ebel, mid^ gteid§ mit fold^em ©potte ju treffen, 
!Der auf ber ©d^inette beinal^ mid^ fd^on au§ bem .^aufe }u* 

rütf treibt? 

Sang betoegte ftd^ ipermann unb minfte bem geiftlid^en'20 

greunbe, 
S)a§ er in^ äRittel fid^ f^Iüge, fogleid^ ju berfd^eud^en ben 

3frrtum. 
©itig trat ber Stuge l^eran unb fd^aute be§ SRäbd^enS 
©titten S3erbru§ unb gel^altenen ©d^mcrj unb Sopranen im so 

Stuge. 
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S)a befallt il^m fein ®etft, nid^t glctd^ bic SJcrtüirrunö ju löfcn, 
©onbcm btetmcl^r ba§ bciücgtc ®cmüt ju prüfen be§ 

ö Unb er fagte barauf ju il^r mit berfud^enben SBortcn: 
©id^er, bu überlegteft nid^t tDo% o SKöbd^en be§ 9(u§tonbS, 
SBenn bu bei gremben ju bienen bid^ aHju eilig cntfd^Ioffeft, 
S33a§ e§ l^eiße, ba§ ^ou§ be§ gebietenben §errn ju betreten; 
®enn ber ^anbfd^Iag beftimmt ba§ ganje ©d^idffal bei^ 

Sal^reS, 
10 Unb gar Dielet ju butben berbinbet ein einjigc^ SölDort. 
@inb bod^ nid^t ia^ ©d^merfte be§ ®ienft§ bie ermübenben 

SBege, 
SRid^t ber bittere @d^tt)ei§ ber etüig brängenben Slrbeit; 
®enn mit bem Stned^te jugteid^ bemalet fid^ ber tl^ötige 
lö Sreie; 

Slber JU bulben bie Saune be§ §erm, »enn er ungered^t 

tabelt, 
Ober biefeg unb jeneg begel^rt, mit fid^ felber im 3tt>icfpaft, 
Unb bie ^eftigfeit nod^ ber grauen, bie leidet fid^ erjümet, 
20 9Wit ber ^nber ro^er unb übermütiger Unart, 

S)ag ift fd^mer ju ertragen, unb bod^ bie Sßflid^t ju erfüllen 
Ungefäumt unb rafd£| unb felbft nid^t mürrifd^ ju ftodEen. 
3)od^ bu fd^einft mir baju nid^t gefd^idEt, ba bie ©d^erje bcS 

»aterg 
26 ©d^on bid^ treffen fo tief, unb ioä) nid^t§ gcipol^nüd^cr bor* 

lommt, 
Site ein 3Jtl&(i)tn ju plagen, bafe »ol^I il^r ein Süngling gefalle. 

W Sltfo fprad^ er. (£§ fül^Ite bie treffenbe atebe ba§ ©iöbd^en, 
Unb fie l^ielt ftd^ nid^t mel^r; e§ jeigten fid§ il^re ©efül^Ie 
80 SKöd^tig, e§ ^ob fid^ bie Sruft, au§ ber ein @euf jer l^erbor* 

brang. 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 ^ermann unb ^orotl^ea. 

Unb fic fagte foglctd^ mit ^ciß öergoffcncn Zffx'dntn: 
Df nie toti^ bcr berftänbigc 3>iann, bcr im ©d^mcrj un§ ju 

raten 
3)cnft, tt)ie »enig fein SBort, ba§ latte, bie 95ruft ju befreien 
!3e t)on bem Setben Vermag, ba§ ein ^o^t^ Sd^idEfat nni^ auf^ ö 

legt. 
^f)x feib gtfidtUd^ unb frol§, tote foHt ein ©d^erj (Snä) öer« 

»unben ! 
3)od^ ber ^anlenbe fül^It anä) fd^merätid^ bie tetfe 95erfi]^rung. 
3?ein, eS l^ülfe mir nid^tS, toenn felbft mir SJerfteHung getönge. lo 
3eige fid^ gleid^, hja§ fpöter nur tiefere ©d^merjen öermel^rte 
Unb mid^ brängte bieHeid^t in ftiHöerjel^renbeS ©lenb. 
Safet mid^ toieber l^intoeg ! ^ä) barf im ^aufe nid^t bleiben. 
^ä) »iH fort unb gel^e, bie armen SReinen ju fud^en, 
2)ie id^ im UnglüdE öertie^, für mid^ nur bag 93effere »ö^tenb. is 
S)ie§ ift mein fefter ©ntfd^tu^, unb id^ barf ®ud^ barum nun 

befennen, 
S33a§ im ^erjen fid^ fonft hjol^t Saläre ^ätte Verborgen. 
13a, be^ SSaterg ©pott I|at mid^ tief getroffen; nid^t, ttjeit id^ 
©tolj unb empftnbtid^ bin, »ie e§ lool^I bcr SDJagb nid§t ge*: 20 

jiemet, 
©onbem toeit mir fürttjal^r im ^erjen bie Steigung ftd^ regte 
®egen benSöngting, ber ^eute mir aU ein®rretter erfd^ienen. 
Denn atö er erft auf ber ©traße mid^ tie^, fo mar er mir 

immer 20 

3n ©ebanfen geblieben; id^ badete be^ gtüdHid^en SRäbd^enS, 
S)a§ er öieHeid^t fd^on al§ SBraut im ^erjen möd^te bema^ren. 
Unb ate id^ hjieber am S3runnen il^n fanb, ba freut id^ mid^ 

fetneg 
%Mid§ f fel^r, afö mör'mir ber ^immlif d^en einer erfd^ienen. 30 
Unb id§ folgt tl^m fo gern, aU nun er jur SKagb mid^ ge^ 

morben. 
®od^ mir fd^meid^elte freilid^ ba3 ^erj (id^ miH e^ geftel^en) 
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?{uf bcm SBcge I|ielöer, aB lönnt' \ä) ötcHciti^t il^rt öcrbicnen, 
SBcnn id^ tüürbc be§ $aufe§ bcretnft uncntbcl^rlid^c Stüfec. 
Slber, a(^ ! nun fel^Mt^ jucrft bic ©cfal^rcn, in bic iä) ' 
9D?td^ begab, fo naij bcm ftlll Oelicbteu ju mobilen. 
5 9?iin erft fül^f {(i^, tote ipcit ein arme§ SKäbd^en entfernt ift 
SSon bem xtxäjtxtn Jüngling, unb menn fie bie 2ü(]^tigfte 

n)öre. 
SlßeS ba§ l^ab'iii^ gefagt, bamit 3^r ba§ ^erj nid^t berfcnnet, 
®a3 ein Sn^aU beteibigt, bem id^ bie 95efinnung öerbanle. 

10 S)enn ba^ mufef id^ emarten, bie ftiHen SBünfd^e öcrbergenb, 
S)a6 er fid^ bräd^te junftd^ft bie 95raut jum ^auf« gefü^rct; 
Unb toit ^ött'id^ atöbann bie l^eimlid^en ©e^mcrjen ertragen! 
©ÜidHid^ bin id^ getnamt, unb gtüdKid^ löft bag Oel^eimniS 
SSon bem Sufen fid^ lo^, ie^t, ba nod^ ba§ Übet ift heilbar. 

16 ?lber ba§ fei nun gefagt; unb nun foH im ^aufe mid^ lönger 
^icr nid^t^ l^atten, tt)o id^ befd^ämt unb öngftlid^ nur ftel^e, 
grei bie Steigung belennenb unb jene t^örid^te Hoffnung. 
SJid^t bie SJad^t, bic breit fid^ bebedft mit finfenben SBoIfen, 
S?id^t ber roßenbe Donner (id^ l^ör i^n) foH mid^ ber^inbem. 

20 3?id^t be§ SRcgeng ®ufe, ber brausen gemaltfam l^erabfd^tögt, 
S?0(^ ber faufenbc ©türm. S)a§ l^ab id^ aHe^ ertragen 
?luf ber traurigen gtud^t unb na^ am öerfolgenben geinbe. 
Unb id^ ge^e nun mieber l^inau^, toie id^ lange gcmol^nt bin, 
SSon bem ©trübet ber 3cit ergriffen, bon allem ju ft^eiben. 

25 2tbtt tooijil ! id^ bleibe nid^t länger; c§ ift nun gcfd^el^cn. 

Sllfo fprad^ fie, ftd| rafd^ jurüdt nad^ ber ^üxt bemcgenb, 
Unter bem Slrm bai^ Sünbeld^en nod^, ba§ fie brad^tc, bc* 

toal^rcnb. 
Aber bic SKutter ergriff mit beibcn Slrmen baS 3Räbd^cn, 
80 Um ben ßeib fte faffenb, unb rief öermunbert unb ftaunenb: 
@ag',mai5 bebeutet mir bie^ unb bicfe öergeblid^cn Jl^ränen? 
Stein,' id^ laffc bid^ tiid§t; bu bift mir beg ©ol^neS SSerlobte. 
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Sttcr bcr SSater ftanb mit SBibcrtoiHcn bagegcn, 
3tuf bic SBeinenbe fd^aucnb, unb fprad^ bie bcrbric§tid§en 

SBorte: 
SQfo baS ift mir jule^t für bie l^öd^fte ißad^fid^t gemorbett, 
®afe mir baS Uttangcttcl^mfte gcfd^ic^t nod^ jum ©d^Iuffe beS ö 

5)enn mir ift unleiblid^cr nid^tS afö 2^^räncn bcr SBciber, 
ßcibeiifd^aftlid^ ©efd^rei, ba^ l^cftig öertoorren beginnet, 
SBai^ mit ein toenig SSemnnft fid^ ließe gemäd^Iid^er fd^Iid^ten. 
9Kir ift läftig, nod§ länger bieS tonnbertid^e SJeginnen lo 

^tnjnfd^anen. SSoKenbet e§ felbft; id^ gel^e jn SSette. 
Unb er tt)anbte fid§ fd^neß nnb eilte, ^ur Kammer jn gelten, 
SBo il^m ba§ (g^ett ftanb nnb too er jn rnl^en getool^nt mar. 
216er il^n l^iett ber ©o^ nnb fagte bie fCel^cnben SBorte: 
SSater, eilet nnr nid^t nnb äürnet nid^t über ba§ JRäbd^en ! 15 
3d^ nnr ^ait bie ©d^nlb öon aller SSertoirrnng jn tragen, 
3)ie unerwartet ber grennb noi^ burd^ aSerfteKnng bermel^rt l^at. 
SRcbet, toürbigcr §err ! benn ®ud^ öertrant id^ bie ©ad^e. 
ipönfet nid^t ?lngft nnb SSerbrufe; DoHenbet tieber ba§ ®anje ! 
®enn id^ möd^te fo f^oi) ®ud^ nid^t in 3ufnnft öerel^ren, ao 
SBenn 3^r ©d^abenfrenbe nnr übt ftatt ^errlid^er SBei^l^eit. 

Säd^etnb öerfe^te baranf ber toürbige 5ßfarrer nnb fagte: 
äBeld^e ^tngl^eit l^ätte benn too^i ba§ fd^öne 93efenntni^ 
S)iefer ®nten entlodtt nnb nni^ entl^üllt il^r ®emüte ? 
SP nid^t bic Sorge fogteid^ bir jnr SBonn'nnb grenbe ge== 25 

lüorben ? 
Sftebe barum nur felbft ! loai^ bebarf c§ frember (SrKämng ? 

9?un trat ©ermann l^crbor unb fprad^ bie freunblid^cn 

SBorte: 
fiag bid^ bie ^x&titn nid^t renn, nod^ biefe flüd^tigcn so 

©d^mcrjen; 
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Denn fic öoÖenben mein (SIüdE nnb, toie id^ toünfd^e, baS 

beine. 

3liä)t ba§ trefpid^e SKäbd^en ate SKagb, bic gtembc,}u bingen, 

^am id^ }um Srunnen; ic^ fam, um beine ßicbe ju »erben. 
6 Stber, aä) ! mein fd^üd^terner 93üdf, er lonnte bie SJeigung 

3)eine§ ^erjeuS nid^t fel^n; nur greunblid^feit \a^ er im 3luöe, 

Site au§ bcm Spiegel bu il^n be§ rul^igen SSrunnenS bes: 

grüfeteft. 

®id^ inS ipauS nur ju fül^ren, e§ mar fd^on bie ipätfte be§ 
10 ®Iüdfe§. 

Sfber nun öoHenbeft bu mir'§ ! O fei mir gefegnet ! 

Unb e^fd^Qute ba§ Söiäbd^en mit tiefer 9lii^rung jum Süngling 

Unb Dcrmieb nic^t Umarmung unb Jtu§, ben ®ipfel ber 

greube, 
15 SBenn fie ben ßiebenben finb bie langerfel^nte SSerfid^rung 

duftigen ®IüdE§ im Seben, ba§ nun ein unenblid^eS fd^einet. 

Unb ben übrigen l^atte ber 5ßfarr^err aöeg erlläret. 
Slber ba§ SKöbd^en fam, Dor bem SSater fid^ ^erjlid^ mit Slnmut 
9?eigenb unb fo i^m bie §anb, bie jurüdgejogene, füffenb, 

20 Sprad^: 3»^r toerbet geredet ber Überrafc^ten Derjeil^en 
ßrft bic Jl^ränen be§ ©d^merje^ unb nun bie S^^ränen ber 

greube. 
D, hergebt mir iene§ ©efül^I, vergebt mir aud^ biefe^, 
Unb tagt nur mid^ in§ ®IüdE, ba§ neu mir gegönnte, mid^ 

25 finben ! 

3a, ber erfte SSerbrufe, an bem id^ SSermorrene fc^utb mar, 
Sei ber Ic^te jugleid^ ! SBoju bie 9Kagb fid6 öerpflid^tet, 
Sreu äu tiebenbem ®ienft, ben fott bie Soc^ter @ud^ leiften. 

Unb ber SSater umarmte fie gleid^, bie 2:i^ränen berbergenb. 
30 2^raulid^ fam bie SKutter Iftcrbei unb lüfete fie l^erjtid^, 
©d^üttelte ipanb in $anb; e§ fd^miegen bie meinenben grauen. 
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@iÜ9 fafetc barauf ber gute, t)crftänbigc 5ßfarrl§err 
@rft be§ SSotcrS ipanb unb jog i^m bom ginger ben Trauring 
(9?ici^t fo leidet; er »ar Dom runbtid^en ®Itebc gcl^attcn), 
3laf)m ben SRing bcr SKuttcr barauf unb Verlobte bie Stnbcr; 
©prad^: 3loä) einmal fei ber golbenen Steifen SBeftimmung, 5 
Seft ein 95anb ju fnüpfen, baS ööHig gleid^e bem alten. 
S)iefer Süngling ift tief öon ber Siebe jum SKöbd^en burd^^: 

brungen, 
Unb ba§ SKöbd^en geftel^t, ba§ aud^ i^r ber Jüngling er* 

ttjünfc^t ift. 10 

8llf t)erIob* id^ eud^ l^ier unb fegn' euc^ fünftigen Seiten, 
2Rit bem SBillen bcr ©Itern unb mit bem ß^ugniS be3 

greunbei^. 

Unb e§ neigte fid^ gleid^ mit ©egenSmünfd^en ber 9?ad^bar. 
?lber al§ ber geiftlid^e §err ben golbenen SReif nun i6 

©tedtt' an bie §anb be§ 3Räbd^en§, erblidft' er ben anberen 

ftauncnb, 
3)en fd^on ^ermann jubor am Srunncn forglid^ betrad^tet. 
Unb er fagte barauf mit freunblid^ fd^erjenben SBorten: 
SBic ? bu berlobeft bid^ fd^on jum gmeitenmal ? Dafe nid^t 20 

ber erfte 
^Bräutigam bei bem Stttar fid^ jeige mit l^inbernbem ©infprud^ ! 

Slber fie fagte barauf: D, la^t mid^ biefer ©rinnrung 
Einen 3(ugenbüdE meil^en ! S)enn ttjol^l berbient fie ber ®ute, 
S)er mir i^n fc^eibenb gab unb nid^t jur §cimat jurüdtlam. 25 
SlHeS fa]§ er borau§, aU rafd^ bie Siebe ber grei^eit, 
Sltö il^n bie Suft, im neuen, berönberten SBefen ju ttjirfen, 
2:rieb, nad^ 5ßari§ ju gel^n, bal^in, roo er S?erler unb Sob fanb. 
Sebe glüdEüc^ ! fagt' er. ^ä) gel§e; benn dUeS bewegt fid^ 
Se^t auf ©rben einmal, e§ fd^eint fid§ atte^ ju trennen. 30 
®runbgefe^e löfen fid^ auf ber fefteften (Staaten, 
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Unb e^ töft bcr »cfife fid^ to§ öom alten SBcftfecr, 

greunb fid^ to^ t>on grcunb; fo töft fid^ Siebe t>on Siebe. 

!3d5 berlaffc bid^ l^ier; unb too iif bid) iemafö lieber 

ginbe, tt)er meife e§? SSicUeid^t finb biefc ©efpräd^c bie 
ß testen. 

5ßur ein grembüng, fagt man mit fUti^i, ift bcr 2Rcnfd§ l^icr 

auf ©rben; 

SRe^r ein grembling aU jematS ift nun ein ieber geworben. 

Un§ gehört ber ©oben nid^t mc^r; e§ ipanbern bie ©d^ä^e; 
10 ®oIb unb ©über fd^mitjt au§ bcn alten, l^eiligen gormen; 

SfHeg regt fid^, al§ mottte bie SBelt, bie geftaltete, rüdEtt)ärt§ 

Söfen in Sl^aoö unb JJad^t fid§ auf unb neu fid^ geftalten. 

Su bemal^rft mir bein ^erj; unb finben bereinft njir un0 

tt)ieber 
15 Über ben Jriimmern ber SBelt, f o finb njir erneute ©efd^öpfe, 

Umgebilbet unb frei unb unabhängig Dom ©d^idffal; 

S)enn tt)a§ feffelte ben, ber f old^e Jage burd^Iebt ^ai ! 

Slber foH eö nid^t fein, bafe je mir, au§ biefen ©efol^ren 

©tüdEIid^ entronnen, un§ einft mit greuben lieber umfangen, 
20 D, fo erhalte mein fd^mebenbeg SJilb öor beinen ©ebanfen, 

S)a^ bu mit gleid^em SJJute ju ®IüdE unb UnglüdE bereit feift ! 

SodEet neue SBo^ung bic^ an unb neue SSerbinbung, 

©0 geniefee mit Sauf, ma§ bann bir ba§ ©d^idfal bereitet. 

Siebe bie Siebenben rein unb tjatte bem ®uten bid^ banfbar. 
26 9tber bann aud^ fe^e nur teid^t ben bemeglid^en gu^ auf; 

®enn e§ lauert ber boppelte ©d^merj be§ neuen SSerlufteS. 

Zeitig fei bir ber Jag; bod^ fd§ä^ebo§ Seben nid^t l^öl^cr 

9[tö ein anbere§ &nt, unb aße ®üter finb trüglid^. 

SHfo fprad^ er; unb nie erfd^ien ber 6ble mir lieber. 
30 9ÜIeg bertor id^ inbe§, unb taufenbmat bad^t id^'ber SBamung. 

S?un aud§ ben!' id§ be§ SBort§, ba fd^ön mir bie Siebe t>a^ 

®tüdE ^ier 

3?eu bereitet unb mir bie l^errtid^ften Hoffnungen auffd^Iicfet. 
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D, öerjcil^, mein trcffCid^er grcunb, baj5 iä) felbft an bcm 

3trnt hxij 
^altcnb bebe ! @o fc^eint bem enblid^ gelanbeten ©d^iffer 
Slud^ bcr fid^erfte ®runb be§ fefteften SJobenS ju fd^toanfen. 

Sllfo fprad^ fte unb ftcdEte bie SRinge nebeneinanbcr. 5 

Stber bcr SJräutigam fprad^ mit ebler, männltd^er Slül^rung: 
Seflo fefter fei bei ber allgemeinen ®rfd^üttrung, 
3)orot]§ea, ber SJunb ! SBir motten l^alten nnb banem, 
geft un§ l^alten nnb feft ber fd^önen ®üter SBeftfetnm. 
S)enn ber SRenfd^, bcr jur fd^toanfenbcn Qtxi auä) fd^manlenb lo 

geftnnt ift, 
®er öermc^ret ba^ Übel nnb breitet e§ meiter unb weiter; 
Stber mer feft auf bem ©inne bel^arrt, ber bilbet bie SBelt fid^. 
Siid^t bem S)eutfd^en gejiemt e§, bie fürd^terlid^e Semegung 
görtjuleiten unb aud^ ju tt)anfen l^ierl^in unb bortl^in. is 

S)ie§ ift unfer ! f o lofe un§ fagen unb f o e§ bel^aupteu ! 
3)enn e§ werben nod^ ftet§ bie entfd^Ioffenen SSöIIer gepriefen, 
S)ie für ®ott unb ®efefe, für (£Üem, SBeiber unb Stinber 
Stritten unb gegen ben geinb jufammenftel^enb erlagen. 
S)u bift mein, unb nun ift ba§ SKeine meiner atS jemals. 20 
9Kd^t mit Summer Witt id^'g bewahren unb forgenb genießen, 
©onbem mit 3Rut unb ^aft. Unb breiten bie^mat bie 

geinbe, 
Ober fünftig, fo rufte mid^ felbft unb reid^e bie SBaffen. 
SBei^ id^ burd^ bid^ nur berforgt ba§ ^au§ unb bie tiebenben 35 

(£Item, 
€, fo ftettt fid^ bie 95ruft bem gcinbe fidler entgegen 
Unb gebadete ieber wie id^, fo ftünbe bie SKad^t auf 
®egen bie SRad^t, unb wir erfreuten un§ atte be§ grieben§. 



^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES. 



The heavy figures refer to the pages <f1he texl; iha Ughier flgures 
to the lines. 



[The soene is a litüe manxif acttuing town on the east side of the 
Upper Bhine — say in the vioinity of Frankfort (It annoyed 
Goethe to have people inqnire what dty had been in his mind ; see 
Eokermann's "Gespräche mit Goethe" for December 27th, 1826.) 
The topographical allnsions of the poem are satisfied if we think 
of the "Städtchen" as lying near ihe top of an acoÜTlty sloping 
sontheast. Down this slope for a distance of abont two miles nms 
a road oonnecting the town with a pnblio highway passing throngh 
the Valley — say in a northeasterly direction. On this highway, 
a few miles northeast from its jnnction with the other road, is the 
spring nnder the lindens, and jnst beyond this the village where 
the emigrants stop. The * * €k)lden Lion " inn is north of the mar- 
ket place ; its garden extends back of the honse to the city wall ; its 
Tineyard occnpies the snnny slope ontside the wall to northward, 
and its farm Stretches away on the sximmit of the hill to a large 
pear tree on its eastem border. The time of the action is given 
by Goethe as At^fust, 1796.] 



3, Aattiotie« After the poem had grown to nine oantos (see 
Intr., p. xIy) Goethe was pleased to call them after the mnses, jnst 
as the nine books of Herodotns had been named by the anoient 
grammarians, or perhaps by the anthor himselt As appUed to the 
books of Herodotns the names of the muses ocotir in the following 
Order, which is taken from Hesiod : Clio, mnse of history ; En- 
terpe, of lyric poetry ; Thalia, of comedy ; Melpomene, of tragedy ; 
Terpsichore, of Choral song and dance ; Erato, of erotic poetry ; 
Polyhymnia^ of the hymn of worship ; Urania, of Astronomy ; 
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and Galliope, of the epic. Goethe's order, it will be seen, is 
qnite different, being parüy based on his own sense of fitness, 
and partly, it wonld seem, the resnlt of chance ; at least it is not 
posedble in every case to find a connection between the matter of 
the oanto and the mnse whose name it bears. In the case of the 
fiist, however, the reason is clear. In the historical work the 
mnse of history comes fiist, that of epic poetry last; bnt in an epio 
poem the mnse of the epio was entitled to the place of honer. — 
^^tlffal Ititll %nitll, fate of the exiles and sympaihy with 
them on the part of the personages of the poem. — ^1. tlO^^ reaUy, 
of a inäh; regnlarly nsed in emphatic assertions in which the 
verb precedes the snbjeci— 8. Uiie ^tW^tt, as if 5io^ cfean. — 
4. ftlltf)t0 seems to have been preferred by Goethe to fünfzig, 
Both f orms are now in good standing, the latter being the preferred 
literary nsage. — 5. ^tt^t VMX, methinka; the same as bünit tttlv 
or bünft nti(^* The verb bünleti, meaning <<to be in one's mind," 
and nsed indifferently with the ä&t or the acc. of the person oon- 
oemed, formed its preterite in Middle High German as bu^te, later 
beud^te (bäud^te), like benfen, ba^te. This preterite beud^te^ seeming 
to presnppose a present beud^eti, begot such a present in the 15th 
Century, since which time it has been in common use both in prose 
and poetry. In 67» 6, oocurs i^t büntt, and. in 78» 31, mi(!^ 
beud^t, — BlicBCtt §1ttitll : Since the Speaker is thinking of the dty's 
present appearance, as is shown by the preceding line, ftnb gurüif • 
geblieben would have been more in accordance with regulär usage. 
This, howeyer, was metrically impossible ; and, furthermore, we 
often find, eyen in prose, the preterite used of a past action, the 
results of which extend up to the present moment — 6. veitltt tOLh 
lauft ; tised without sharp distinction of meaning in the general 
sense of '<runs and races," or <<hurries and scurries." — 7. IBtt« 
ttieBttett, exUes, These are Germans from across the Bhine who 
haye left their homes ; just why, we are not told, but apparenÜy on 
account of the uncertainties and roiseries of their position in the 
path of adyandng and retreating soldiery. In 48» 12, there 
seems to be an intimation that their homes had been bumed. Or 
is it^ perhaps, a reminiscence of the Salzburg story (see Intr., 
p. iv) that they are called Sßertriebene, as if they had been ** driyen 
out" by some decree of authority? — 8. ^tmMt^t^, I^h read; 
^amnt meaning the banked up materials composing it. Jt is further 
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on called (S^au^tt, which is now the oommon word. — HieUicIt ; 
aco. of "the way," not of "the spaoe passed over," which is difEer- 
ent. The sense is "along which they are passing." — imtltet; 
eqttiyalent to immerl^tn, kasttoise, <tfter aU,—^iunhiitn, a short 
houf'a toälk, The @tunbe as a measnre of distance connts as abont 
two and a half mües.— 14. taB ttBcnrieiitif Ae ftau'b, hüB f Aöite ; 
eqtiivalent to ba9 fd^önc üBcrrl^cinlfd^e Sonb. On this, in "Her- 
mann," very freqnent postponement of the adjective for the 
meter's sake (see Intr., p. xyüI).— 16. Atttiniltltltgeit; like £]^al9, an 
appositive genitive going with SBtittel ; ihe happy nook (consisiing) 
of ihiSy etc.— 19. ißifitteti ; a Low-German form which came into 
High German in the 18th centnry throngh the inflnence of the 
Westphalian linen trade. Perhaps it is nsed here instead of the 
more common and more natural Setntoanb, to avoid the bad dactyl 
Scinloanb unb (bnt see Intr., p. xxi). 

4« 1. ^a^f/ ^ offcMr; Üie artide is commonly omitted, even 
in prose, in this locntion. — 3. flBa0 • • • • \ü%ti, hoto ihe youngster 
driveSf ihoughl — L üittf^A^tt ; a*" diminutive of affection," as in 
SRüttert^etu That the coach is not small appears from what fol- 
lows. — 5. ^äf ett liiere« Düntzer sees in this remark an early 
intimation of the landlord's wish for a daughter-in-law. But this 
constmotion is hardly ne<^sary. — 7. nnkx htm Z^üte« To 
understand unter we must know that the Xfjox is not our "gate," 
opening into a yard, nor yet our " door." * The inn abuts directly 
on the market place. The £^or is an arched passage, for men and 
horses, leading trom the public Square into the inner oourt of the 
inn, thence to its stables, gardens, etc.— 8. gitiit ; ^U is regularly 
used on certain kinds of signs, meaning at " the sign of. " So later 
the SC^ot^cfc gum enget, the "Angel" pharmacy.— 9. Illtge, t^it» 
liaut^i%t ^auBfxüM. .^^erflänbige ^audfrau'' is a standiog phrase 
inVoss's "Louise."— 11. pimaniitm9tfn^nili^,u8^inmaniyways; 
a rare and rather unidiomatlo phrase, equivalent to gu mand^erlel 
• . . . 8U geBraud^en.— 14. leffeve, pretty good. Throughout the 
poem we shall find the comparatlve frequently used to acoommo- 
date the meter where the positive with an adverb would be more 
naturaL-tt« ÄBetJÄgeit, in «Äeiwye/pätowHW««.— 15. )lfiierge|lt. 
!S)a^er means here simply älong, without reference to direction. — 
18. iitlliaitif 4ett, -B^ Indian, Down to the latter part of the 18th 
Century inblanif(i^ was applied to both «Indies," induding also the 
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American *'IndiaiL" Then inbifd^ was coined for <*East Indian." 
At preaent inbianl{4 ^ ^® sense of *' Bast Indian " is confined to 
a few phrasea that have oome down from ihe earlier usage. The 
fabrio allnded to is calico, French Indienne. — 19. üattnit; pro- 
nonnoe to rhyme with piaioon, The form is due to the Dntch 
Katoen, from French coUm, which form, pronounoed cotöng, or 
with nasalized vowel, also exists in German.— 26. ^örtottt; a 
long, loose overcoat. — 9eIcfAe; more correctly SBetiefd^e, from 
Polish bddesza, a for coat with cords and tasseis. — ^29. )|o4 IOi|(f 
no dovbt. ^o(^ toofjH is nsed in affirming Bomething as probable in 
the face of possible doubts or objections. — 30. aUtU ; a possessive 
datiye eqniyalent to a genitive with ©d^nl^e. 

S« 3. att4 i^ers back to the remark of the landlord. in 8» 11. 
i4 • • • • tttt* .... ttW, «<>r leOÄcr.— 6. am €t}Jtiltetl, in hearing 
cbout i^.— 8. %xuiliß grain,—ld, ttUtUttttS, renovated; forüier on, 
26» 19, it is called ba9 neue.— 20. ißaitiiatt ; Goethe seems to mean 
merely that the merchant's carriage was a Landau ; bnt the vehides 
so called took their name, not from the f act that they were made at 
Landau (m Bavaria), bnt becanse the Emperor Joseph L appeared 
in such a carriage at the siege of Landau in 1702 (Düntzer). 

a. 5. fi^ ; dative.— 14. pttuUH, under Äentence.~22. uüf^tx Um 
WttMUtß wü on toward manhood. Ct note on beffere, 4» li.— 
24. flBerte . • • . lUtr^lirnitgetl, permeated voUh ihe loofik; L «., 
permeated with a sen^ of the worth. — 27. itittitet; the words 
Immer, nur and aud^ in a snbordinate sentence have the force of 
Engt "ever" in "whoever," **whenever," etc. 

T. 6. Set^tfilltl, huoyancy of 8pirU.—l, (eilfatlt, salutary, a 
takdary ir^uence; to be taken adjectively with ber. — 9-10. nttir 
itittitev HorBeilOJ). On nur cf. note to 6, 27, the sense being <'as 
soon as ever in anywise" ; on üorbeigog cf. note to blieben gurücf ; 
8, 5—18. miihtm . . . erfahren, afl^ äU ihai Ihave experimced,— 
20-21. Hie Oiefnt alMti», adown the meodoiiw.— 25. no^, ««ö; 
thongh a good part of the fagitives had passed bef ore they reached 
the jnnction of the roads.— 28. eittseltt, tu detaü, in parHcuJar 
eases. 

8, 1. nitr; see note 6, 27. Herüirgt is nsed in the sense of 
In ftd^ birgt, i e., "contains."— 19. Jteilte0 9tltüniit9, qf no use; 
an xmidiomatio locution, snggested perhaps by the Latin and Greek 
«genitiTe of qnality."— 28. fl]ierge)lflllten/ werloaded; a bold 
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poetio license for üBer^adt, since üBer in the sense of " to excess " 
forma inseparable Compounds. 

O« 1. 0ltttfItA# Iwiküy^ wühout serious damage. — 20. f^ienett, 
indicative witih kutr as snbject The sense seems to be : we sent 
onr mite, and thns eased onr minds of solicitude in the thonght 
that we had done onr dnty. — 28. {Blü^Ü^tU, trifte; a tippler's 
diminntive, not to be taken literally any more than ''drop," 
"swallow" or "thimblefnl" in English.— 29. ^veittlUiaAtjiger, 
wme of 1783 ; a particnlarly good vintage. 

lO* 1. 9&tiut9 ; &n nnidiomatic partitive genitiTe, perhaps in 
imitation of the French du vin. — 2. gefftlifffttet/ cf cut glass. — 
3. ^ett e^teit fßtü^ttn; the meaning is not that the wine is 
gennine Bhenish, which wonld go withont saying, bnt that 
the ^omtx, English <<rnmmer/' is the proper glass from which 
to drink Ehine wine.— 9. fovlietf tl^n ttitf, raüied Äim.-~10. 
grifft .... Dftntltleit, doion toUh Ü quicidyl In the words 
which follow the landlord assnmes that the apothecary's pensive- 
ness is dne to a fear that their own city may soon be ravaged 
and themselves driven into exile like those whom he has 
jnst Seen. 

11« 1* flBCttlt ; with a past tense» if it denotes time at all, tDettn 
means wheneoer, if atany time — naft metnent ®efftftft; connect 
with retfenb, traveling on rmj basiness, i. e., to stock my wine 
cellar.— graitlett, Frmckman; the word being nsed for gratigofen. 
—9. SRttie • • • . %lMt^tn* This line merely indicates how the 
prospect a-ppeared to Goethe in 1796. As a matter of fact neither 
party to the war was yet very **tired," and the struggle between 
France and Germany had onlyjnst begun.— 15. eittfftUlffetl^ having 
eome to a (focision.— 20. Wtix ; ethical dative ; mir in beut ^oufc is 
abont the same as "in my honse." 

la. 1. motlgeBiniete, we» bum ; nsed here of the body, not, as 
tisnal, of the mind. 

13. 1. tioir0 %iüt,v>Uh(mt Ihegate; ««snbnrbs" isin German ^ox» 
llabt.— 5. ® AneUev iielt ift mift brati, I hdd mysaf to U (my er- 
rand) ai a gyieker paee,—7. fßt^ß gen. of the way, ©traße being 
acc. of the space passed over.— 13. flc leitete ; ftc probably refers 
to the girL— 23. nift laitm, hut scarcdy.—SO. irgettll .... iSnU 
htfttiiihth amy&iAng (hat can he dispenaed with in (he way cf linen, 
^a9 = etioa^t 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 ^ertnannunb^ovotl^ea 

14. 12. mit Steilheit, ionf^y; ^ ^^ pl^> i^ot sing., as in auf 
(Srbeiu 

16« 5. Iieinc ; observe that Hermann addiesses Dorothea with 
^U, she him witli 3]^r (13» 17).— 7. ^itttt, insi^A^, a common 
meaning of the word in Middle High German. — ^10. Mc üatteit ; 
apparenüy an oversight f or ben Mafien, since there appears to have 
been bat one box (et L 14). — 21, gef^afft^ procured; eqnivalent 
to angefd^afft. 

16. 7. tllUl table )lie ftelie. Wilhelm von Humboldt objected 
to these words as ambigaons, since one natorally repeats ^eine9* 
tpeged in reading. He proposed a semicolon after i^r, to be fol- 
lowed by iä^ table, or unb \ä^ table. Whether Goethe accepted 
either of these snggestions is not known, since the text was in 
piint before his answer to Hnmboldt's letter arrived in Berlin. — 
29. SRitltleit. The mills, which of ten played the part of conntry 
restanrants, were a favorite place of resort for holiday pleasnre- 
seekers ; cf. Fanst» 810 : Sir aber tooUen nad^ ber ST^ü^Ie toan« 
bern, and the langnage of Wilhelm Meister : @ie tDaren faum auf 
ber Sflü^Ie angetomnten unb Ratten ein @f[en befteHt. 

ÜT. 3. ^Aemteit liet . . • • (Stntt, hams of the rieh harvest; 
a poetic license for *'bams filled with the rieh harvest." — 11. 
)lie • • • • ieraBfaHt« Wagner quotes appositely the words of 
Tennyson in Gtüneyere: "The cold wind that foremns the 
mom."— 27. nub • • • • Xittt* Humboldt here proposed unb 
ni(]^t« tDor öom Xlerc ju feigen, very decidedly an improvement— 
31. ftit^ütn; diminutive of (SUfaBet^. 

18. 12. gnnt Sater liie WMttt, t e., gu meineut $ater beiue 
2Dfiutter.— 22. eilt SRatlAeit . . • . llirlienfft, have a giiiin mind; 
to be understood only as a general approval of the words of Her- 
mann in 16, 12-16, though from what follows she may already 
suspect that her son has the emigrant girl in mind. 

19, 1. ICtter fCnfang tu f^toer. Elsewhere Goethe observes 
that it is more broadly true to say that ^ller Anfang ift tet^t.— 
15. f eltene ; not that all gold-pieces were rare among the people, 
as Wagner seems to imply by his note. The phrase refers, as 
Hart explains, to the custom of putting aside rare or cuiious gold 
coins for presents. — 25. tttigete^t^ unjitat, i. e., inclined to insist 
too much on their own sole proprietorship, and hence sovereignty, 
in the household. 
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190« 15. no^, sHU, %, e., after we had ceased to be ont-door 
playmates. — 23. $aitbel0iiniifteit, derks, but «bübd^ett is con- 
temptaous. — 24. Sä)l)lft(tt ; ^^^^ ^^^^ o£ a light stuumer coat. — 
28. eill)lflntlli4, irriiaHng.—31, 9Riltf(eit; diminntive of SWlna 
from Sßill^elmino.— 32. an Cflem ; an unnstial expression for ^u 
Opern, which may hav© been avoided hexe on account of the pre- 
ceding juictjt. 

91. 1. nitr, hardly translatable ; it means that the coat is 
never wem, bnt ordy bangs in the clothes-press. — 3. jog . . • • 
tllftt, IdidrCt take U to myself.—l. ffamiua, Xümim; the lovers 
in Mozart's opera of the " Magic Flute," which was written in 1791 
and first prodnced at Weimar in 1794, so that it was all the rage at 
the date of onr poem.— 11. Chr; a pronoun of address. It is less 
polite than 3^r, and less familiär than ^u wonld have been. — 
19. SRit t^tn %in%ttn ; i «•> withont bothering to nse a comb, 
such being his chagrin. — 27. no^ ; with neultt^ it means even 
latdy, 

ftft* 3. The constmction, here mnch distorted for the meter's 
sake, would be in prose : 2(1« bu nur ju ^ferbcn unb jum Slctcr Suft 
bcgeigtcft.— 4. ein Anef(t flfton, a mere Urea «erüan^— 22. XmVit, 
huzzy. — 27. fo ; Düntzer thinks fo has here the sense of baför, i. c, 
"inretumfor all that."— 28. SBieberBegegneit, treat (me) in tum, 
as I have treated others. 

93. 13. al0 ritt tpUj, as a mushroom; xoit ein ^tlg would 
sound more natural— 16. fetneiT Icüeitlligeil flBitfttttg, his living 
aditjUy, i. e., the work he did while living. 

94. 10. ^aumfal/ negligence; now little used, @oumfeUgfcit 
being preferred.— 15. SRann|etm, Hi glfi^ . . . • gebaut Ifl. 
Mannheim was destroyed by the French in 1688, and eleven years 
later was rebuilt on a very regulär plan, the streets crossing one 
another at right angles and dividing the city into 112 Squares. 
@(cid^ means, then, everdy, «ni/ormty.— 26. IBanliert, building com^ 
fmssioner of the town Council. — 28. ttltflalt^ design, project; a sense 
now preferably expressed by SJeranflaftung. 

ftti. 12. jegliftett laffen getoälirett, let each take his course; not 
in the sense of " do just as he pleases," but in that of "follow his 
bent."— 14. brauftt = gebratt^t wäcä.- 25. nerliietif eö ; this is 
the mother*s thought, not the poet's. — 30. iiet 9CltCII/ our fore- 
fathers ; not, as usual, the ancient Greeks or Bomans. 
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96. 14. Ifi^te = MxU lüüktn, u «., with lange fd^on, "would 
long ago have heen langhing." — 21. The front of the merchant's 
honse which faces the inn is laid off in panels (Selber), and these 
are decorated with arabesqnes (©d^nörteO ^ stncco-work.— 22. 
Zafelti; this wonld natnrally mean* simply "panes," bnt as 
<S(^eibett is used further on, we mnst snppose Goethe had in mind 
the compartments of the sash into which the panes fit. — 28 ff. To 
tmderstand this description we mnst snppose that the bachelor 
apothecary has a honse and garden in the snbnrbs. In earlier 
days he had taken great pride in decorating the place in the 
tawdry, fantastic style of the rococo age, and in entertaining his 
fiiends there. Bnt now popnlar taste has changed, no one cares 
any longer f or his old-fashioned arrangements, and he himself, in 
his disgnst, seldom goes ont to the property, so that it has fallen 
into neglect. 

«T. 2. mit ^MtnMtm %n^t, wUh deceived eye; the galena 
(^leiglang) and corals not being gennine, bnt a skillfnlly painted 
Imitation. — 4. im Saale^ in myparlor ; a reception room connected 
with the garden-house. The pictnres referred to represented, to 
qnote Wagner, '^dressed-up ladies and gentlemen Walking abont 
in a trim garden and daintily offering flowers with their taper- 
fingers."— 8. fott fein; like onr colloqnial "has got to be."— 
9ef Amailtiott ; the apothecary seems to regard the word as a 
novelty, bnt it was by no means new in 1796. — 12. t^aB fttmlie 
^ol) ; mahogany, apparently. — 13. t9 ; the old genitive which in 
time came to be feit as an accusative. So, e. g., in id^ Bin eS fatt, 
Thave enough qf U, and other locntions. — 17. itt ^iltti; in is for 
\n% i.e., in bcn. Soin"Fanst" 2428 and of ten in "(Jötzvon 
Berlichingen." — 19. grattli^en/ grwesome. On Michael and the 
Dragon see ftevelations xii., 7 ff . 

dS. 13. SBai!(dtttlll0 ; here with concrete meaning = grovAng 
iMng, plant,— 1%, gleift; i «•» gleid^ im ®e^en, as she waUced 
(Hart).— fraftiö ftro^entietl/ luxuriaräty sioeUing. 

»9. 7. ans Befontierer ®tttlfl, as a special favor, Yiz., of the 
town anthorities.— 9. fSut^tmtifitt ; ojx older and historically 
better form than the more common SSürgermcifler.— 10. @ralieit ; 
the moat that had f ormerly stood füll of water and encircled the 
city as a means of defense. With the disuse of the old System of 
fortifications the moats of the German eitles were filled np and are 
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now in many cases converted into parks or pxomenadds. — ^12. 
fleUtretI fß^at^^, wUh somewkat skep aaceni, Goethe flrst wrote ben 
{leiteten ^]$fab, bnt changed this at Hnmboldt's Suggestion in oider 
to preserve the ' * splendid spondee " auf flieg* The phrase mxLst be 
nnderstood as an adverbial genitive o£ mahner. — ^^^^A^ $ absolnte 
aconsative.— 17. @itieliel ttntl IPhtdf ateUer ; the names of ohcioe 
yarieties of table grapes.— 18. ftötltABIaite ; sc, Trauben. Ac- 
cording to Düntzer the ©utebel referred to is red, the üflu^IateUev 
white.— 20. eitijeltte ^tölfe, Single vinea not set ont in arbors. 

30. 1. er fagf e0 ilftr tienit, withoui teüing her, The eUipsis ig 
to be explained Üins : '<He never went £ar away, or if he did he 
told her then." Wagner quotes by way of illnstration from 
Genesis xzxii. 26 : id^ laffe btd^ nid^t, bu fegnefl mi(^ benn, I wiU not 
let ihee go except thou hless me,—5. gleii!(f att0, as vodl as the UtÜe gate 
throngh the city wall (29, 6).— 10. IkätXU ; ^(fer is the piece of 
gronnd devoted to a Single crop. These are not separated by a 
hedge or fence, bnt only by a slightly raised foot-path.-^ll. gtlf« 
tlfaH ; accnsatiye of space passed oyer with ftj^rttt l^inbur^.— 
25. f eljrte • • • • tien fitudtn, had his hack tumed. 

81. 7. ttm ift feilt get§, f or ber ^ot lein ©erg, is a Latin rather 
than a Qerman form of expression.— itit elemeit fBn\tn, in his 
wtfedmg breast; a reminiscence apparentiy of Homer*s ;t;(lAiccov 
lyro/o, Hiad, B., 490, where, however, the adjectiye means strong, 
enduring, not apt to give ou/.— 16. tieit @avlieit .... neigen, homng 
to meä the sheaves, t. e., bending in readiness for the haxyest — 
24. f^ent tien %Ct niiSit ; the sense is that the mnltitnde being so 
nnmerons it is not deierred in its course by indiyidnal fear of 
death.— 29. entf^ttniigt ; fiat is to be snpplied, nnless Gk>ethe 
meant to write entfd^ulbigt'. 

39. 1. Mf m niüt Beffev; an miidiomatio expression for 
tl^ät' id^ ni(^t beffer. Possibly Hart is right in regarding it as an 
Imitation of the Greek 6^X6^ eifu instead of 6^X&v iariv. — lO, 
vnnlietl, carry auxxy.— 13. Battl ttttll ^\tiÜ,soon and (infac£) at onee.— 
12. mir itt lief Kliffen, it is deoided so faras lam ooncemed, lam 
resolved, 

33. 3. tVflller tt1t)l Iran. Neither adjectiye means brave; both 
rather signify stwrdy, mardy, good. — 15. \ontttn, discrimmaie, 
/udge.— 26-29. Hermann means that withont unanimity on the 
part of the Qermans, such as he has jnst been wicdiing for. 
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(8S, 6 ff.) a Single man can do nothing. If he goes to the 
front he only throws his life away. Nevertheless he asks his 
mother to let him go and waste his life, since it -will be 
wasted in any ease if he remains at home (withont the wife 
of his choice). 
34. 1-2. lieitfeit nitr immet tnS Sette. The sense is that 

men leap qnickly to a conclusion and then keep their minds fixed 
on that as a finality from which there is no escape.— 3. tit ^in* 
liemid; now nsnally bo« ^Inbcrtii«.— 9. fH; with eittflürgcn.— 
19. Ilititleler; not '*dark" nor ''obsciire" in Üie sense of <'dimly 
remembered,"' bnt rather uncertain, The child does not know 
what is best for him, bnt gropes his way in the dark, or would bnt 
foT his parents. — ^22. gff o^eit ; an archaism nsed metri graÜa for 
geTft(!^t. — 25. The text does not mean that the landlord ever wore 
his gandy ootton dressing-gown (cf. 4, 18 ff.) to chnrch ; it was 
when he appeared on the market-place in it that the glee of the 
small boys was excited.— 30. mit Blitttieill fßt^inutn, ixM hUnd 
adim, i. «., Uinäty. So ba9 tft ein närrifd^e« ÜBegittnen, that is a 
siBy actioTif a siUy (hing to do, 

35« 3. Bei 9tat ; an nnnsnal foim of expression for Beim ^at, 
or better im 9(at. — 7. Hnmboldt fonnd this Hne obscnre, and 
hoped that Goethe wonld change it. Sßol^It^at in the sense of 
** kindness " is an acc. abs. to be translated as object of a snpplied 
"haTing." (glteni depends on SBo^lt^at. SJon ^crjcn ju e^renbe, 
heoariUy to be honored, voorihy of heartfdt resped. — 14. fo f^on • • • • 
f^Kf f eit ; eqnivalent to pd^ oneinanber fd^Ueßen, join on to one 
cmother, föüoxü cne (mother. — ^18. ni^t. In an exclamatory sentence 
nid^t is often nsed, when from the English point of view it seems 
pleonastio (d Fanst, 562): SBie fd^tocr ftnb nit^t blc 3RitteI a« 
ertoerben, how hard the meana are to acquire, — ^20. ^InittiünB* By 
this one may nnderstand the back part of the inn itsel^ or, with 
Wagner, a smaller honse bnilt behind the inn and separate from 
it. — 25. tseitige ^fttntietl ; to be taken with the snbstontiYe 
@4Iaf— a yery nnnsnal constmction. 

30« 11. tit fflllf4e ; nnderstand Tl&hditn, the natural instead 
of the grammatical gender being giyen the preference (cf . below, 
1. 17).— 12. fitt m Xlit fageit/ if I am to speak my thoughts,— 
32. {e0li4e« The nse of jeglici^ in the plnral is nncommon, this 
being the only instanoe qnoted by the Grimm dictionary. 
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39. 9. inm toenigflett, at hast; am iDenigflm wotdd reyerse 
the meaning.— 13. fUitt; on this use of aUer, eqtdTalent to jeber, 
cf. Witt Anfang ijl ft^tücr, 19, 1. 

40. 2. mit/ in my esfimo^ton. — 4. @tltlt)^eit/ seasons; in 
Imitation of Greek opai. 

41 • 2. fommeit; tlie old participle withont ge=*,-^8. ifl eilt« 
fd^ie)^f1l ; tinless l^at was avoided here on accotmt of its ocourring 
earlier in the line, the meaning wonld seem to be "is resolved." 
Bat entfd^ieben in the adjectiye sense is used more natnrally of 
things than of persons (cf. Ijl cntft^iebcn, in 42, 10, and Ifat 
cntfd^lcbcn, in 41, 4).— 16. ^efl^ille ; archaic for ©cfd^lcf, which 
was forbidden by the meter (cf. the use of ©efd^Sfte in Goethe's 
"Tafi8o,"L 672). 

48. 4. Herlennet, misjvdge, and so, disdain.— 18. I^aifet 
9llt0ltfllt0' ; Snetonins, in his Life of Angnstns, Ohap. 25, states 
that the emperor looked npon haste and rashness as pecnliarly 
nnbecoming a perf ect leader, and was theref ore f ond of the say- 
ings : ** Make haste slowly '' ; " a snre leader is bettet than a bold 
one " ; and " anything is done quickly enough if it be well done." — 
25. geffttgtlteit SBorteit; & reminiscenoe of Homer's lirea 
7rTsp6evTa.—30. ^t i|l Iti^t %tt^t\mUn, she is no vagrcmt. 

43. 5. lietriid^e 9lanntt, fine genOemen (in contrast to bie 
9rme), The allnsion is to the French emigr4s, many of whom 
Gk)ethe had himself seen and known. — QEIIeit^ ; here used, accord- 
ing to the Grimm dictionary, in its original etymological sense of 
" exile."— 7. We may look on this line as an exaggeration due to the 
speaker's excitement. Still, Lonis XYI. had actually fled in dis- 
gnise from Paris in Jnne, 1791.— 23. toeitit €0 • • . • l^ttgcllt/ when 
ihe father hos to take it, 

44. 22. Mgemeffeit ; the meaning is that the length of the 
traces was carefolly "measured off," i. e., "adjusted" before they 
were fastened to the whiffletree (^age). — 23. We . . • • 9fft^e; 
equivalent to blc rafd^cti, fräftlgcn, tcid^t ^Ingic^cnbcn ^ferbc— 
31. (ergait toie (trgltlltfr ; i- ^m ^^ didn't check his horses in 
going up hill. 

45. 7. ^lad^gegtaÜeit ; the sloping groond of the hillside had 
been "dugflat," i. e,, "leveled" abont the spring.— 11. ttÜtt ; not 
here an adversative, bnt a transitional particle having almost the 
force of *'now."— 14. attd^ ; an nnaccented aud^ is sometimes nsed 
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in the sezise of ' * really " (see the numerons examples in the Grimm 
diotionary nnder aviäi, 12).— 20. Sil^ltltg^ form; et note on tDol^t* 
gebilbet, 12, 1. — 21. ftleibtt; a& appositional genitiye. The 
meaning is : "I will glre yon the distinoÜTe tokens qf, i e., oai^ 
aistüng cftfumiahed 6y, her tidy clothing." — ^22. ga^, stomadur; it 
is Said to be laced, bnt the meaning is, donbüess, that the open- 
fronted "bodioe " (iSl^ieber) is laced over it 

47. 3. UmttttH^Wb, hard to gd akmg toit^.— 17. M, to him^ 
aelft L e,, in Ms own eyes.—19, i(|; one wonld haye expected 
tt)irb. — 23. Keift • . . • Kiebfr ; the snbject of this, as of the fol- 
lowing yerbs, is bie iRot. 

48. 5. gemeine, i>rqfan6.— ©ef^iditeii; here in the etymolog- 
ical sense of '^happenings."— 12. flßolfeit ItlÜI %tnitl thesmoke 
and fixe of their buming homes. 

49. 5. ^ümdHiitt ; best taken as an adj. with bad Gittere. 
'* We have dxank the bitter dranght, a dranght the more terrible, 
becaose," etc. — 14. fÜJ^ felBfl )ll leÜeit, to Ivoe tmto himsdf, The 
phrase is to be taken in the good sense : Every one hoped to 
escape all bondage to others and to be able to shape his lif e freely 
in his own interest 

50. 1. ienet SRanitet; the men of '89, espedally Mirabeau, 
LaCayette and Sieyäs. — 6. ^taitf ; in the spring of 1792.— 8. bie 
UaüUu Re ; blc refers to grcunbfdftaft*— 9. pfianiitn mit Änfc took 
pUastiire in pkmJMng, The first Frenchmen to come were idealists, 
who took a real delight in showing their devotion to freedom by 
erecting liberty-poles. "The cnstom of planting snch 'trees of 
liberty,' " says Wagner, "was formally regnlated by a decree of 
the Convention, and spread all over France wherever the Bepub- 
lican armies went. Poplars were at first nsed, but oaks were 
afterwards substituted. They were hting with tricolored ribbons, 
drcles and triangles, as emblems of liberty and equality, and sor- 
motinted by a conical red cap, representing the püeus, which in 
ancient Boman days was placed on the head of a liberated slaye, 
and thns became the recognized badge of freedom. The people 
nsed to dance aronnd these trees and sing reyolutionary songs." — 
10. eigne Kegietnng ; the French promised to help their Qerman 
neighbors to political liberty, or representative govemment. — 
12. nene 9iiaä^attt; the tncolor flagof red, white and blne, in 
▼ertioal stripes. — 13. tttedoiegenben, resisüess, äO^prevaUing, 
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' Their enthnsiasm carried all before it. — 29. eitt Hft^trlited 
^efd^Ieiftt* "^^ refers to the factional qnarrels of the revolution- 
ists and to the ezcesses of the Paris Commune under the leadership 
of Danton and Bobespierre. 

51* 2. üeforgt/ fearfid, afraid, The sense is : The pltin- 
derers seemed to have no other solicitude than to take the last 
penny, so that nothing in the way of extoiüon should be left for 
the fatnre. — 8. ))0)l)lflt. One who expects a more than ordinary 
blessing, and then meets with a more than ordinary calamity, is 
often Said in EngUsh as well as in Qerman to be ''doubly" 
disappointed. — 12. gto|/ magnammous.— 18-19, fel|rt • • • • (et» 
HOr, hrings forih from its hiding-place in the heart to the light of 
day. 

64« 6. 9tt|l)ie; the new-bom child mentioned in 13, 26. — 
19. gif i^ ; ^th the inverted order gleid^ often has the force of 
'«thongh." 

55. 9. mag .... itiiftt ^ '^ lihe.—i5. fnit t^n e0 liaüed, 

on what terms you are.— 28. t^tX SBailerett eilte^ a girlofaöUd qucUi- 
ties, SBacfer is used much like Brat) in 83, 3. 

50. 6. ifi tttflig geboren, is strong by nature, haa a good 
phyaique. So Goethe uses the phrase felbflifd^ geboren for sdflsh hy 
ncUure. 

5V* 11. ftnafitt* A kind of smoking tobacco, so-called from 
the cane baskets (Spanish canastro) in whioh it was imported from 
Venezuela. — ^26. ))ii:. Hitherto the pastor has addressed Hermann 
with the more formal 3^r. 

. 58. 9. iQeillt tOir limr tommtn, if we just go (and ask her). 
The sense of the nur is : Do you think such a girl will f ollow us 
jvai for the asking?- 23. eilige f dalagen, dasped another's. 

59. 5. iQarb • . . • ertDä|ltet/ mentUm was made of the daughier. 
©rttJÖl^ncn is also freely used, and was by Goethe, as a transitive 
Terb.— 21. Ujm, as to that. ^a9 tfl nid^t fo meoj^B that is not so -, 
bem ifl ntt^t SOtiHsiyotsoasto that, 

eO. 18. iltt )ait))erte|l tlOlft« One of the Homeric reminiscences 
of the poem. Instead of redting in the third person that *'the 
warrior Patroclus did so and so," Homer occasionally puts the 
thought in the form, "thou, O Patroclus, didst so and so" (see, 
for example, Biad 11., 19). In Homer this form of expression is 
a device for evading metrical difficulties, and as such it is freely 
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imitated hj Voss and nsed three times by Goethe.— 30. Saroit. 
Ünderstand that the pastor had been a trayeling tator to a young 
nobleman stadying at Starassborg. 

«1. 2-5. t^ü9 mit ^pailtttn .... leW. As a student at 
Strassburg Goethe had had occasion to notice the fondness of the 
people there for walMng in the country. 

09. 1-5. This, the only elaborated simile in the poem, rests 
on an optical Observation of Goethe's that if one looks intently at 
the setting snn the impression is retained for a short time on the 
retina^ so that the sun's image is seen whereyer the eyes are 
tomed. — fotte is a pret subj. in a hypothetical relative sentenoe. 
It is best translated by the Eng. participle, " Jnst as the traveler, 
fixinghis eye once more," etc.— 15. feinet SettOttlUiefteil, to his 
astonisJied acquaintance. Such a nse of the participle after a pos- 
sessive is not idiomatic, but Wagner qnotes from Gk>ethe. @etb 
.... ^rcr Entfernten geben!, he mindful qfyour distantfrimd, 

04. 4. )^iil^. Hitherto Dorothea has addressed Hermann with 
3^r.— 11. Klier. It might seem as if fottbern were reqnired on 
aocount of the preceding nid^t, but the sense is ; Blidt te nid^t Siebe, 
bllcfte aber l^etten 35erflanb. 

05. 4. ^ottemlie. Hermann's speech appears fluent enough, 
but we must ünderstand that he hesitates at the last^ not wishing 
to say openly that he wishes Dorothea for a servant. It is to be 
noticed that she at once reassures him by retuming to the more 
''distant" pronoun of address. — 25-26. The lines mean that the 
restoration of social order "will be preoeded by a period of greater 
distress than they have yet known. 

06. 17. un'U fttteö S^erlangett ergriff ffe; an adaptation, bor- 

rowed from Voss, of Homer*s Kai fie yXvKic tfiepoc alpelj TL S, 328. 
—21. '^it glei^ere ßafl, ihe more eveTÜy hcOanced Zood.— 24. ijrer, 
instead of fetner, follows the natural gender of SBeib. 

OV. 31. Sätterlilft* ^^ spring was a mineral spring, called 
in German @öuerllng, ©aurling or Sauerbrunnen (et the phrase 
t)on befonberer Äraft, 63, 2). 

OO. 3. bU ; cf. note to 60, 23.-12. nttr fo auf ^Ittll, guUe at ran- 
dom, you know. @o is thus used idiomatically in various phrases 
where its f orce is * *in the way we know of , " or * *as everybodyknows. " 
So the füll sense is here : "in that random, hap-hazard way famil- 
iär to eveiybody's experience." — 19. The poet seems to folget that 
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ihe Justioe has not heard o£ Hennaim's lost sister. — fo fagtc toulll 
(ittf, ihu8 one would Wcdy say; an Imitation of the Homeric ciide 6i 
Tiq elKecTKev, — 26. geÜOtgtlt/ provided for, — 31. Hefa)!, commis' 
sioned many greetingSy t. e., asked to be remembered to many who 
were not present at her leave-taking. 

VO« 6. ®totd^« Inqnisitive children are told in Qermany that 
the new baby was broaght by 'Hhe stork." The stork finds the 
baby floating in a deep pool. It is also a part of this nnrsery Lo- 
tion that the baby brings the sweet things which are dispensed to 
the children in honor of the new arrival. — 7. Settteit; besides 
2)eute, the forms <Dutte and 2)üte are also used. It is Üie name 
given to a ' small, conical paper box (comncopia) containing 
sweetmeats. 

VI* 12. Saift tttt^ %^^f A^ alliterative expression, meaning 
simply '*honse to live in," '^shelter." The essential things in a 
house are the **roof" overhead and the "room," formed by the 
walls about one. 

V9« 6. {o is explained by the clause with toenn* — 8. Gonstme : 
grül^ unb fpät bcn Sldcr unb fo (aiit^) ben Sßclnberg bcforgcnb.— 
18. SieiHe, pcHish cf manner.— 2^23, 'Uit iüntUttU ^^ritte .... 
tltrb0)l)iellt)). The adj. is proleptic, the sense being bie ©d^ritte 
öcrboppcinb, fo baß ftc ft^ncUcr »arcn. They donble their speed 
on acconnt of the approaching storm. 

73. 2. liielten .... ava, hehaved polUely ihe day through.— 
13. jj^a^te; the allnsion is to the dark areas, ''patches of 
night," as Wagner has it, occasioned by the cloads in the 
westem sky. 

V4. 1. geHaltene^ reserved. But the word does not desoribe 
an habitaal trait ; it refers to Hermann's restraint of his feelings. — 
6. toir; toe, becanse Dorothea woxdd work with the harvesters. 

V5* 5. (ebeitnilftc ; hereabonteqtiiyalentto "superstitions." 
—11. f^Ie^tet ®irt, bad manager. 

77. 15. »tttime« . . . .^tx fiinUn. Gf. 45, 3 ff.->22. le« 
^tnüiiSitn, serious, sölemn.— 27. ^imt^tn; acc. of ''time," jnstas 
in fo gc^t c« bcn gaiijen jEag. 

TO. 19. Itn %uttU &nut, wUh good infen«on.— 22. feiiter 8^tt, 
in Ua day; adverbial genitive of time.— 28. OÜ fr . • . • fftlf^ 
tOkäh/tr he feeU his oum dignUiy; ben eignen or feinen eignen fBert 
füllten is more usnaL 
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81« 9. 3ttitf 0. IxL Goethe's time it was customary io engage 
senrants by the year. — 19. t^tt %tüUtn, cf the nUstresa; the old 
genitive smgtilar.— 22. fettft nii^i . . • . Jll fteiletl, rwt to sulk 
peevishiy one^s sdf; t. «., to keep cheerfully about one*s ovm 
dnties, uo matter how nnreasonable otbers may be. — 28. ))ie 
ireffeiUie fkt^t = bad Xreffenbe ber Siebe, Ihe appropriateness qfihe 
worda, 

S9. 9. auii ; to be taken with bie leife ^eerill^rung. 

88. 9. 8f^tttttt1t0 means here the ** recovery of my wits." — 
15. ba0 fei mm gefagt. The sense is: "I have made my con- 
fession, and uow let that be the end of it" ; '*let it haye been said 
once for all." 

85. 11. fei mit gefegnet. The datiye mir is of the same Mnd 
as in fei mir gegrüßt; receive my gredings. One may translate it 
maiy heaven Hess you, 

80. 17. {lanitett^e* The astonishment is feigned. The pastor 
knows of Borothea's first engagement (see 56« 11 ff.), and has 
once been on the point of telling Hermann (58, 25), bat to dis- 
ölose his knowledge novo, in Borothea's presence, wonld bring ont 
the story of his playing the spy npon her. He has also a paxdon- 
able desire to hear the story from the girl herseH Some snppose, 
howeyer, that the acconnt of Borothea's first lover in Clio was an 
afterthonght inserted by Goethe when the poem was nearly fin- 
ished, and that he f orgot to make the necessary corrections in the 
text elsewhere. — 27. JBefeil/ regime. 

81. 11. ^it mtlt, J>ie geflaltete, the ordered World. 

88. 7. M, in View cf.— 20. meinet; aboldbnthighlyeffective 
poetic license. The poet Arndt has ben aUermelnflexi meinen.— 
24. feWifc yowseif. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 





jigitized by 



Google 



Wh»tney*s Gerrnftr» Texts. 

1', 

, l'- 

II introductlötl (Mrd O' 
. fi MU% »öUm Iji 
^ iititn»!jy A^ Ii'VtTltT],tt- 

Studonrs Classic Germ an Plays* itmo, Pi»rwr. 

,, . ,. ,- ,.- j n,,_,-'T*..-^ lVi.li t.-i.r. - 1.« < '.i.iir. Tjh*maa. Uli Pik 

1 ..:- • ■ -■ ' ■' viy, 

I 

'^^ll < by A, B. N' i^FI>- 
_ _ ■. . . .>\mhy C. «.' Wl»P. 
^__ , , ., i. , N^ 1 1 Ji n <» ' ■> »J y m, G. H" . K R i i ' - ^ . 1 -51» in>- 
^ Tod, W1Ü1 tiOl^i l>y E. C\ P. Kiutraa. '23 u pp. 

rnlle^e SoHes of German Plays, tSmn. Pftfiei. 



Ti^ \Xl\h mVBm Tun?, 

Oerman Piays f or ^n, 

■ ■^' iu*.*!»** v^*iu<*+** iü«m. rh^tifi Hittii 

Sterns ^' L_.i-..n<u> Comedles. i^swu. i^.nn. 

•.t\. ^5r*p. 



Ein 

Tifif 



n, üv A, PAiru M l>|> 

Hpnry Holt & Co PrHif^HnRs, Nhw Yokk. 



